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Fl orida Senate - 2007 COW TTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SB 158
Bar code 963088
CHAMBER ACTI ON

Senat e House

Comm 1/ FAV
04/ 19/ 2007 05:46 PM

The Conmittee on Finance and Tax (Celler) recomrended the

foll owi ng anendnent:

Senate Anendnent (with title anendnent)

On page 1, between lines 27 and 28,

i nsert:

Section 2. Refund of property taxes upon destruction

or damage rel ated to tornadoes.--

(1) As used in this section, the term"house or other

residential building or structure" does not include anenities

that are not essential to use and occupancy, such as detached

utility buildings, bulkheads, fences, detached carports,

swimm ng pools, or other simlar itens or property.

(2) |If a house or other residential building or

structure on | and was damaged or destroyed between January 1,

2007, and February 15, 2007, due to a tornado and, as a

result, the house or other residential building or structure,

or sone self-sufficient unit within the residential building

or _structure cannot be used and occupi ed for 60 days or nore,

upon application filed with the property appraiser, the 2007
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property taxes may be partially refunded in the foll ow ng

manner :

(a) The owner nust file an application with the

property appraiser before June 1, 2008. Failure to file an

application before that date constitutes a waiver of any claim

for partial refund under this section.

(b) The application nust identify the property that

was destroyed or damaged and specify the date the destruction

or _damage occurred and the nunber of npbnths in 2007 of |oss of

use and occupancy.

(c) The application nust be verified under oath under

penalty of perjury.

(d)  Upon receipt of the application, the property

apprai ser _shall investigate the statenents contai ned therein

to deternine whether the applicant is entitled to a partia

refund under this section. |f the property appraiser

determines that the applicant is entitled to a partial refund,

he or she shall issue an official witten statenent to the tax

col | ector which contains:

1. The nunmber of nmpbnths in 2007 that the house or

other residential building or structure, or sone

self-sufficient unit within the residential building or

structure, was not capable of use and occupancy. In

calculating the nunber of nonths, the property appraiser shal

consi der _each 30-day period as a nonth. Partial periods of 15

days or |l ess may not be considered, but partial periods of 16

days to 29 days shall be calculated as a 30-day peri od.

2. The value of the house or other residentia

buil ding or structure before the damage or destruction, as

determ ned by the property appraiser

3. Total taxes due on the house or other residentia
2
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building or structure as reduced, based on the ratio that the

nunber of nmonths of |oss of use and occupancy bears to 12

nont hs.

4. The ampunt of refund in taxes.

(e) Upon receipt of the witten statement fromthe

property appraiser, the tax collector shall refund taxes on

the property shown on the tax collection roll in the ampunt of

refund shown by the property appraiser

(f) By Septenber 1, 2008, the tax collector shal

notify the board of county commi ssioners and the Departnent of

Revenue of the total reduction in taxes for all property that

received a partial refund of taxes under this section for the

precedi ng tax vear.

(3) This section expires Cctober 1, 2008.

(Redesi gnat e subsequent sections.)

—=====—========== T | T L E AMENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:

On page 1, line 6,

insert:
providing for refunds of certain property taxes
for residential property danaged or destroyed
by a tornado during a specified period;
requiring the filing of an application for such
refund with the property apprai ser before a
speci fied deadline; providing requirenents for
such application; requiring the property
apprai ser to investigate the contents of
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applications received; requiring the property
apprai ser to provide an official witten
statenent to the applicant under certain
ci rcumst ances; requiring such witten statenent
to contain certain information; requiring the
tax collector to refund taxes under certain
circunstances and notify the board of county
conmi ssioners and the Departnent of Revenue of
the total reduction for all property tax for
the preceding tax years; providing for the
expiration of the provisions that provide for

t he refund;
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