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Fl ori da Senate - 2007 SB 1612
By Senator Rich

34-1240-07 See HB 229
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to the guardian ad litem
di rect -support organi zation; creating s.
39.8298, F.S.; providing for the organization
and operation of a direct-support organi zation
for the Statew de Guardian Ad Litem O fice;
provi ding definitions; providing for a
contract; providing for a board of directors;
providing for the use of property, facilities,
and personal services of the Statew de Guardian
Ad Litem OFfice by the direct-support
organi zation; providing restrictions; providing
for the deposit of nmoneys and for an annua

audit; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 39.8298, Florida Statutes, is

created to read

39.8298 Guardian ad litemdirect-support

organi zation. - -

(1) DEFINITIONS. --For the purposes of this section,

the term

(a) "Direct-support organi zation" neans an

organi zation that is:

1. A Florida corporation not for profit, incorporated

under the provisions of chapter 617 and approved by the

Departnent of State.

2. Organi zed and operated to conduct prograns_and

activities; raise funds; request and receive grants, qgifts,

and bequests of npneys: acquire, receive, hold, invest, and
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admnister, in its own nane, securities, funds, objects of

value, or other property, real or personal; and nake

expenditures to or for the direct or indirect benefit of the

Statewi de Guardian Ad Litem Ofice.

3. Determined by the Statewi de Guardian Ad Litem

Ofice to be operating in a manner _consistent with the goals

and purposes of the office and in the best interest of the

state.

(b) "Personal services" includes full-tine and

part-tinme personnel as well as payroll processing.

(2) CONTRACT.--The direct-support organi zation shall

operate under witten contract with the Statew de Guardi an Ad

LitemOfice. The witten contract nust provide for:

(a) Approval of the articles of incorporation and

byl aws of the direct-support organi zation by the executive

director of the Statewide Guardian Ad Litem Ofice.

(b) Subnission of an _annual budget for the approval of

the executive director of the Statewi de Guardian Ad Litem

Ofice.

(c) Certification by the executive director of the

Statewi de Guardian Ad Litem Ofice that the direct-support

organi zation is conplying with the terns of the contract in a

manner_consi stent with the goals and purposes of the Statew de

Guardian Ad Litem Ofice and is acting in the best interest of

the state.

(d) The reversion to the Statewi de Guardian Ad Litem

Ofice of noneys and property held in trust by the

direct-support organization if the direct-support organi zation

ceases to exist or if the contract is terninated.
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(e) The fiscal year of the direct-support

organi zati on, which nmust begin July 1 of each year and end

June 30 of the follow ng vear

(f) The disclosure of material provisions of the

contract and the distinction between the Statew de Guardi an Ad

Litem Office and the direct-support organization to donors of

gifts, contributions, or bequests, as well as on al

pronotional and fundraising publications.

(3) BOARD OF DI RECTORS. --The executive director of the

St atewi de _Guardian Ad Litem Ofice shall appoint a board of

directors for the direct-support organi zation. The executive

director may designate one individual fromthe Statew de

Guardian Ad Litem Ofice to serve on the board of directors.
(4) USE OF PROPERTY. --The executive director of the
Statewi de Guardian Ad Litem Ofice:

(a) May permit the use of property (except npney),

facilities, and personal services of the office by the

di rect-support organi zation, subject to the provisions of this

section.

(b) My prescribe by rule conditions with which the

direct-support organi zation nust conply in order to use

property, facilities, or personal services of the office.

(c) Shall not pernmit the use of property, facilities,

or_personal services of the direct-support organization if the

organi zati on does not provide equal enploynent opportunities

to all persons, regardless of race, color, religion, sex, age,

or _national origin.

(5) NMONEYS. --Mneys of the direct-support organi zation

may be held in a separate depository account in the nane of

the direct-support organi zation and subject to the provisions

of the contract with the Statew de Guardian Ad Litem Office.
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(6)  ANNUAL AUDIT.--The direct-support organi zation

shal|l provide for an annual financial audit in accordance with
s. 215.981.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007.
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