Fl orida Senate - 2007 CS for SB 1686
By the Conmmittee on Judiciary; and Senator Rich

590- 2616- 07

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to court actions involving

3 fam lies; anmending ss. 39.001, 61.001, 63.022

4 68.07, 741.2902, 984.01, and 985.02, F.S., and

5 creating ss. 88.1041, 742.016, 743.001, and

6 1003.269, F.S.; providing |legislative intent

7 with respect to inplenenting a unified famly

8 court program anending s. 61.402, F.S.

9 revising qualifications for guardians ad litem

10 provi ding an effective date.

11

12| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

13

14 Section 1. Paragraph (o) is added to subsection (1) of
15| section 39.001, Florida Statutes, to read:

16 39.001 Purposes and intent; personnel standards and
17| screening.--

18 (1) PURPCOSES OF CHAPTER. - - The purposes of this chapter
19| are
20 (0) To provide a conprehensive and integrated approach
21| to handling all cases involving children and fam lies which
22| come under the jurisdiction of the court and to resolve famly
23| disputes in a fair, tinely, efficient, and cost-effective
24| manner. The lLegislature finds that it is in the best interests
25| of this state that our courts enbrace methods of resolving
26| disputes which do not result in additional enotional harmto
27| the children and famlies who are required to interact with
28| the judicial system The Legislature finds that the |ega
29| system should focus on the needs of children, refer famlies
30| to resources that will nmake family relationships stronger,
31| coordinate family cases in order to provide consistent
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results, and strive to leave fanmlies nore stable than when

they entered the system 1t is therefore the intent of the

Leqgi sl ature to support the devel opnent of a unified famly

court and to support the efforts of the state court systemto

inprove the resolution of disputes involving children and

fam |ies through a conprehensive and integrated approach that

includes coordinated case managenent; the concept of "one

fanmi |y, one judge":; collaboration with the comunity for

referral to needed services; and the use of alternative

di spute resol ution.

Section 2. Subsection (2) of section 61.001, Florida

Statutes, is anended to read:

61. 001 Purpose of chapter.--

(2) Its purposes are:

(a) To preserve the integrity of marriage and to
saf eguard neani ngful famly relationships;

(b) To pronpte the amicable settlenment of disputes
that arise between parties to a marri age; and

(c) To mitigate the potential harmto the spouses and

their children caused by the process of |egal dissolution of

marri age, _and-

(d) To provide a conprehensive and integrated approach

to handling all cases involving spouses and their children

whi ch cone under the jurisdiction of the court and to resolve

fami ly disputes in a fair, tinely, efficient, and

cost-effective manner. The legislature finds that it is in the

best interests of this state that our courts enbrace nethods

of resolving disputes which do not result in additiona

enptional harmto the children and fanmilies who are required

to interact with the judicial system The Leqgislature finds

that the | egal system should focus on the needs of children
2
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refer famlies to resources that will nmake fanily

rel ati onships stronger, coordinate famly cases in order to

provi de consistent results, and strive to |leave famlies nore

stabl e than when they entered the system It is therefore the

intent of the lLegislature to support the devel opnent of a

unified family court and to support the efforts of the state

court systemto inprove the resolution of disputes involving

children and families through a conprehensive and integrated

approach that includes coordi nated case nanagenent; the

concept of "one family, one judge"; collaboration with the

community for referral to needed services; and the use of

alternative dispute resolution.

Section 3. Subsection (6) is added to section 63.022,
Florida Statutes, to read
63. 022 Legislative intent.--

(6) 1t is the intent of the Legislature to provide a

conpr ehensive and integrated approach to handling all cases

involving children and fam lies which conme under the

jurisdiction of the court and to resolve fanmily disputes in a

fair, tinely, efficient, and cost-effective manner. The

Legislature finds that it is in the best interests of this

state that our courts enbrace nethods of resolving di sputes

which do not result in additional enpotional harmto the

children and families who are required to interact with the

judicial system The lLegislature finds that the | egal system

shoul d focus on the needs of children, refer famlies to

resources that will nmake fanmly rel ationships stronger,

coordinate fam ly cases in order to provide consistent

results, and strive to leave famlies nore stable than when

they entered the system It is therefore the intent of the

Leqgi sl ature to support the devel opnent of a unified famly
3
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court and to support the efforts of the state court systemto

inprove the resolution of disputes involving children and

fam |ies through a conprehensive and integrated approach that

includes coordinated case managenent; the concept of "one

fanmi ly, one judge": collaboration with the comunity for

referral to needed services; and the use of alternative

di spute resol ution.

Section 4. Subsection (9) is added to section 68.07,
Florida Statues, to read:
68. 07 Change of nane. --

(9) 1t is the intent of the Legislature to provide a

conpr ehensive and integrated approach to handling all cases

involving children and fam lies which cone under the

jurisdiction of the court and to resolve fanmily disputes in a

fair, tinely, efficient, and cost-effective manner. The

Legislature finds that it is in the best interests of this

state that our courts enbrace nethods of resolving di sputes

which do not result in additional enpotional harmto the

children and families who are required to interact with the

judicial system The lLegislature finds that the | egal system

shoul d focus on the needs of children, refer famlies to

resources that will nmake fanmly rel ationships stronger,

coordinate fam ly cases in order to provide consistent

results, and strive to leave fanmlies nore stable than when

they entered the system 1t is therefore the intent of the

Leqgi sl ature to support the devel opnent of a unified famly

court and to support the efforts of the state court systemto

inprove the resolution of disputes involving children and

fam |ies through a conprehensive and integrated approach that

includes coordinated case managenent; the concept of "one

fanmi |y, one judge":; collaboration with the comunity for
4
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referral to needed services; and the use of alternative

di spute resol ution.

Section 5. Section 88.1041, Florida Statutes, is

created to read

88.1041 Llegislative intent with respect to tribunal's

role.--1t is the intent of the lLegislature to provide a

conpr ehensive and integrated approach to handling all cases

involving children and fam lies which conme under the

jurisdiction of the court and to resolve fanmily disputes in a

fair, tinely, efficient, and cost-effective manner. The

Legislature finds that it is in the best interests of this

state that our courts enbrace nethods of resolving di sputes

which do not result in additional enpotional harmto the

children and families who are required to interact with the

judicial system The lLegislature finds that the | egal system

shoul d focus on the needs of children, refer famlies to

resources that will nmake fanmly rel ationships stronger,

coordinate fam ly cases in order to provide consistent

results, and strive to leave fanmlies nore stable than when

they entered the system 1t is therefore the intent of the

Leqgi sl ature to support the devel opnent of a unified famly

court and to support the efforts of the state court systemto

inprove the resolution of disputes involving children and

fam |ies through a conprehensive and integrated approach that

includes coordinated case managenent; the concept of "one

fanmi ly, one judge":; collaboration with the comunity for

referral to needed services; and the use of alternative

di spute resol ution.

Section 6. Subsection (3) is added to section

741.2902, Florida Statutes, to read

5
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741. 2902 Donestic violence; legislative intent with
respect to judiciary's role.--

(3) 1t is the intent of the Legislature to provide a

conpr ehensive and integrated approach to handling all cases

involving children and fam lies which conme under the

jurisdiction of the court and to resolve fanmily disputes in a

fair, tinely, efficient, and cost-effective manner. The

Legislature finds that it is in the best interests of this

state that our courts enbrace nethods of resolving di sputes

which do not result in additional enpotional harmto the

children and families who are required to interact with the

judicial system The lLegislature finds that the | egal system

shoul d focus on the needs of children, refer famlies to

resources that will nmake fanmly rel ationships stronger,

coordinate famly cases in order to provide consistent

results, and strive to leave fanmlies nore stable than when

they entered the system It is therefore the intent of the

Leqgi sl ature to support the devel opnent of a unified famly

court and to support the efforts of the state court systemto

inprove the resolution of disputes involving children and

fam |ies through a conprehensive and integrated approach that

includes coordinated case managenent; the concept of "one

fanmi ly, one judge":; collaboration with the comunity for

referral to needed services; and the use of alternative

di spute resol ution.

Section 7. Section 742.016, Florida Statutes, is

created to read

742.016 Llegislative intent with respect to the

judiciary's role.--1t is the intent of the Legislature to

provi de a conprehensive and integrated approach to handling

all cases involving children and fanm lies which cone under the
6
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jurisdiction of the court and to resolve fanmily disputes in a

fair, tinely, efficient, and cost-effective manner. The

Legislature finds that it is in the best interests of this

state that our courts enbrace nethods of resolving disputes

which do not result in additional enpotional harmto the

children and families who are required to interact with the

judicial system The lLegislature finds that the | egal system

shoul d focus on the needs of children, refer famlies to

resources that will nmake fanmly rel ati onships stronger,

coordinate fam ly cases in order to provide consistent

results, and strive to leave fanmlies nore stable than when

they entered the system 1t is therefore the intent of the

Leqgi sl ature to support the devel opnent of a unified famly

court and to support the efforts of the state court systemto

inprove the resolution of disputes involving children and

fam |ies through a conprehensive and integrated approach that

includes coordinated case managenent; the concept of "one

fanmi ly, one judge":; collaboration with the comunity for

referral to needed services; and the use of alternative

di spute resol ution.

Section 8. Section 743.001, Florida Statutes, is

created to read

743.001 Llegislative intent with respect to the

judiciary's role.--1t is the intent of the Legislature to

provi de a conprehensive and integrated approach to handling

all cases involving children and fanm lies which cone under the

jurisdiction of the court and to resolve fanmily disputes in a

fair, tinely, efficient, and cost-effective manner. The

Legislature finds that it is in the best interests of this

state that our courts enbrace nethods of resolving disputes

which do not result in additional enotional harmto the
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children and families who are required to interact with the

judicial system The lLegislature finds that the | egal system

shoul d focus on the needs of children, refer famlies to

resources that will nmake fanmly rel ati onships stronger,

coordinate fam ly cases in order to provide consistent

results, and strive to leave fanmlies nore stable than when

they entered the system It is therefore the intent of the

Leqgi sl ature to support the devel opnent of a unified famly

court and to support the efforts of the state court systemto

inprove the resolution of disputes involving children and

fam |ies through a conprehensive and integrated approach that

includes coordinated case managenent; the concept of "one

fanmi |y, one judge":; collaboration with the comunity for

referral to needed services; and the use of of alternative

di spute resol ution.

Section 9. Paragraph (g) is added to subsection (1) of
section 984.01, Florida Statutes, to read:

984.01 Purposes and intent; personnel standards and
screening. - -

(1) The purposes of this chapter are:

(q) To provide a conprehensive and integrated approach

to handling all cases involving children and fanilies which

cone_under the jurisdiction of the court and to resolve fanmly

disputes in a fair, tinely, efficient, and cost-effective

manner. The lLegislature finds that it is in the best interests

of this state that our courts enbrace nethods of resolving

di sputes which do not result in additional enptional harmto

the children and famlies who are required to interact with

the judicial system The lLeqgislature finds that the | ega

system shoul d focus on the needs of children, refer fanm lies

to resources that will make famly relationships stronger,
8
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1| coordinate fanmily cases in order to provide consistent

2| results, and strive to leave fanilies nore stable than when

3| they entered the system It is therefore the intent of the

4| Legislature to support the developnment of a unified famly

5[ court and to support the efforts of the state court systemto
6| inprove the resolution of disputes involving children and

7| famlies through a conprehensive and intedgrated approach that
8| includes coordinated case managenent; the concept of "one

9| famly, one judge":; collaboration with the comunity for

10| referral to needed services; and the use of alternative

11| dispute resolution.

12 Section 10. Paragraph (j) is added to subsection (1)
13| of section 985.02, Florida Statutes, to read:

14 985.02 Legislative intent for the juvenile justice

15| system - -

16 (1) GENERAL PROTECTI ONS FOR CHI LDREN.--1t is a purpose
17| of the Legislature that the children of this state be provided
18| with the foll ow ng protections:

19 (j) A conprehensive and integrated approach to

20| handling all cases involving children and families which cone
21| under the jurisdiction of the court and to resolve fanily

22| disputes in a fair, tinmely, efficient, and cost-effective

23| manner. The Legislature finds that it is in the best interests
24| of this state that our courts enbrace nmethods of resolving

25| disputes which do not result in additional enotional harmto
26| the children and fanilies who are required to interact with
27| the judicial system The Legislature finds that the |ega

28| system should focus on the needs of children, refer famlies
29| to resources that will make fanmily relationships stronger,

30| coordinate famly cases in order to provide consistent

31| results, and strive to leave families nore stable than when
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they entered the system 1t is therefore the intent of the

Leqgi sl ature to support the devel opnent of a unified famly

court and to support the efforts of the state court systemto

inprove the resolution of disputes involving children and

fam |ies through a conprehensive and integrated approach that

includes coordinated case managenent; the concept of "one

fanmi |y, one judge":; collaboration with the comunity for

referral to needed services; and the use of alternative

di spute resol ution.

Section 11. Section 1003.269, Florida Statutes, is

created to read

1003.269 legislative intent with respect to the

judiciary's role.--1t is the intent of the Legislature to

provi de a conprehensive and integrated approach to handling

all cases involving students and fanm |lies which cone under the

jurisdiction of the court and to resolve fanmily disputes in a

fair, tinely, efficient, and cost-effective manner. The

Legislature finds that it is in the best interests of this

state that our courts enbrace nethods of resolving disputes

which do not result in additional enpotional harmto the

children and families who are required to interact with the

judicial system The lLegislature finds that the | egal system

shoul d focus on the needs of children, refer famlies to

resources that will nmake fanmly rel ationships stronger,

coordinate fam ly cases in order to provide consistent

results, and strive to leave fanmlies nore stable than when

they entered the system 1t is therefore the intent of the

Leqgi sl ature to support the devel opnent of a unified famly

court and to support the efforts of the state court systemto

inprove the resolution of disputes involving children and

fam |ies through a conprehensive and integrated approach that
10
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includes coordinated case managenent; the concept of "one

fanmi ly, one judge":; collaboration with the comunity for

referral to needed services; and the use of alternative

di spute resol ution.

Section 12. Section 61.402, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:

61.402 Qualifications of guardians ad litem--A
guardian ad litem nust be either a citizen certified by the
Guardian Ad Litem Programto act in famly | aw cases, a

citizen affiliated with a not-for-profit leqgal aid

organi zation defined in s. 68.096(4), or an attorney who is a

menber in good standing of The Florida Bar. Prior to
certifying a guardian ad litemto be appointed under this
chapter, the Guardian Ad Litem Program nust conduct a security
background investigation as provided in s. 39.821. Acitizen

affiliated with a not-for-profit |egal aid organization nmay

serve as a quardian ad litemonly after he or she has

conpleted a positive security background investigation as

described in s. 39.821

Section 13. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a

| aw.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
CCNNITTEEBsggggITUTE FOR

The committee substitute provides that a citizen affiliated
with a not-for-profit |legal aid organization nmay becone a
guardian ad litem after conpleting a positive security
background i nvestigation.
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