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Fl ori da Senate - 2007 CS for SB 1744

By the Conmittee on Community Affairs; and Senators Justice,
R ch, W/1son, Baker, Jones and King

578-2283-07

A Dbill to be entitled
An act relating to the honestead exenption for
persons certified as totally and pernmanently
di sabl ed; anending s. 196.101, F.S.
authorizing a licensed optonetrist to certify
that a person is totally and permanently
di sabled solely as a result of legal blindness
and therefore entitled to the exenption;
specifying a certification form providing an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (6) and (7) are added to
section 196.101, Florida Statutes, to read:

196. 101 Exenption for totally and pernmanently disabl ed
persons. - -

(6) An optonetrist |licensed under chapter 463 nmy

certify a person to be totally and permanently disabled solely

as a result of legal blindness by issuing a certification in

accordance with subsection (7). Certification of total and

permanent disability due to legal blindness by a physician and

an optonetrist licensed in this state may be deened to neet

the requirenents of subsection (3).

(7) The optonetrist's certification shall read as

foll ows:

OPTOMETRI ST' S CERTI FI CATI ON OF
TOTAL AND PERMANENT DI SABI LI TY
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|, (nane of optonetrist), an optonetrist licensed pursuant to

chapter 463, Florida Statutes, hereby certify that M.

Ms. M ss Ms. (nane of totally and permanently disabl ed

person), social security nunber L is totally and

permanent |y di sabl ed as of January 1, (vear), due to |ega

bl i ndness.

It is ny professional belief that the above-naned condition

renders M. Ms. M ss Ms. (nane _of totally and

permanent |y di sabl ed person) totally and permanently disabl ed

and that the foregoing statenents are true, correct, and

conplete to the best of nmy know edge and professional belief.

Si gnat ure
Address (print)
Dat e

Fl orida Board of Optonetry |license nunber

| ssued on

NOTI CE TO TAXPAYER: EFach Florida resident applying for a tota

and pernmanent disability exenption nust present to the county

property appraiser, on or before March 1 of each year, a copy

of this formor a letter fromthe United States Departnent of

Veterans Affairs or its predecessor. EFach formis to be

conpleted by a licensed Florida optonetrist.

NOTI CE TO TAXPAYER AND OPTOMETRI ST: Section 196.131(2),

Florida Statutes, provides that any person who know ngly and

willfully gives false information for the purpose of claimng

honest ead exenption commits a mi sdeneanor of the first degree,
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puni shable by a term of inprisonnent not exceeding 1 year or _a

fine not exceeding $5,000, or both.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 1744

The conmittee substitute provides a formfor the
"optonetrist's certification of total and permnent
disability." It changes the effective date to July 1, 2007.
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