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Fl orida Senate - 2007 COW TTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SB 1758
Bar code 095760
CHAMBER ACTI ON

Senat e House

Comm RCS
03/ 27/ 2007 10: 22 PM

The Conmittee on Health Regul ati on (Peaden) reconmended the

foll owi ng anendnent:
Senate Anendnent (with title anendnent)
On page 1, line 29, through

page 2, line 2, delete those lines

and insert:

(c) A hospital may apply for a license to operate an

energency departnent at a |location off the hospital's prenises

and the agency shall approve such license if the hospita

complies with all of the following criteria:

1. The off-prenises energency departnent nust provide

energency services and care for any energency nedica

condition that is within the service capability of the

hospital seeking the |license.

2. The off-prem ses energency departnent nmust ensure

that the sane types of nedical specialties that are available
1
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to the hospital seeking the license are available for

consultations to patients of the off-premnises energency

depart nent .

3. The licenseholder must provide for the transport of

pati ents between the off-prenm ses energency departnment _and its

licensed hospital. The departnent shall deterni ne whether

statewi de transport protocols should be devel oped with respect

to of f-preni ses energency departnents and shall report its

findings to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the

Speaker of the House of Representatives by January 31, 2008.

4. The off-prem ses energency departnent nust be

directed by a designated physician who is a nenber of the

organi zed nedical staff.

5. The off-prenm ses energency departnent nust treat

all patients who have an energency nedical condition w thout

regard to ability to pay.

6. The off-prem ses energency departnents nust conply

with all adopted rules governi ng energency care.

7. 1f the main hospital is accredited, the

of f-prem ses energency departnent nust be accredited by the

sane_accrediting organi zation

8. The off-pren ses energency departnent nust neet al

physi cal plant requirenents, including electrical

architectural, and nechanical of an onsite energency

department _as specified in the Florida Building Code. The

facility nust also neet the requirenents for Definitive

Energency Care, as described in the Guidelines for the Design

and Construction of Health Care Facilities, 2006 edition,

i ncorporated by reference in Section 419.2.1.2 of the Florida

Bui | di ng Code.

Section 2. An off-prenises energency departnment of a
2
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hospital operating as of July 1, 2007, may continue to operate

in accordance with the licensure criteria under which it was

originally approved by the agency. A hospital that has

received a letter of nonreviewability fromthe agency for an

of f-pren ses energency departnent and has had Stage 2

architectural plans approved by July 1, 2007, is subject to

the licensure criteria in existence before July 1, 2007.

(Redesi gnat e subsequent sections.)

—=============== T | T L E AMENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as fol |l ows:

On page 1, lines 3-7, delete those lines

and insert:
395.003, F.S.; authorizing hospitals to operate
an of f-prem ses energency department; requiring
a license; providing criteria; providing that
all off-prem ses emergency departnents
operating as of a certain date may continue to
operate in accordance with the criteria in
effect at the tinme of approval and that an
of f-preni ses energency departnment that has had
architectural plans approved by a certain date
is subject to the license criteria in effect at
the tine of subm ssion; providing an effective

dat e.
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