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Fl orida Senate - 2007 COW TTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SB 1770
Bar code 084546
CHAMBER ACTI ON

Senat e House

Comm RCS
04/ 17/ 2007 07:07 PM

The Conmittee on Judiciary (Baker) recommended the foll ow ng

anendnment :

Senate Anendnent (with title anendnent)

Del ete everything after the enacting cl ause

and insert:

Section 1. Subsections (6) through (20) of section
61.046, Florida Statutes, are renunbered as subsections (7)
t hrough (21), respectively, and a new subsection (6) is added
to that section to read:

61.046 Definitions.--As used in this chapter

(6) "Electronic communication" nmeans contact, other

than face-to-face contact, facilitated by tools such as

t el ephones, electronic mail (e-muil), web cans,

vi deo- conf erenci ng _equi pnent _and software or other w red or

wirel ess technol ogi es, or other neans of communication to

suppl enment face-to-face contact between a parent and that

parent's minor child.

Section 2. Section 61.13002, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
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61.13002 Court-ordered el ectroni c conmuni cation

bet ween a parent _and a child.--

(1) (a) In connection with proceedi ngs under this

chapter, a court may order el ectronic conmuni cati on between a

parent _and a child. Before ordering el ectronic conmuni cation

a court nust consider

1. Wiether electronic communication is in a child's

best interests;

2. \WWet her conmmuni cation equi pnent _and technol ogy to

provi de el ectronic comuni cation i s reasonably avail abl e,

accessi bl e, and affordabl e;

3. Each parent's history of substance abuse or

donestic violence; and

4. Any other factor that the court considers material

(b) Notwi thstandi ng paragraph (a), a rebuttable

presunption is created providing that it is in the best

interests of a child for a parent and child to have reasonabl e

t el ephone communi cation. Unless this presunption is rebutted,

the court shall order tel ephone comruni cation

(c) The court may set safeguards or quidelines for

el ectroni ¢ _comuni cati on

(2) |If the court finds that one or both parents wll

i ncur _additional costs in order to inplenment electronic

communi cation with the child, the court shall all ocate such

expenses arising solely fromthe el ectronic conmuni cation

bet ween the parents after considering the respective parent's

financial circunstances.

(3) If the court enters an order granting el ectronic

comruni cati on, each parent shall furnish the other parent wth

the access infornation necessary to facilitate el ectronic

communi cati on. Each parent shall notify the other parent of
2
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any change in the access information within 7 days after the

change.

(4) Electronic comunication may be used only to

suppl enent _a parent's face-to-face contact with his or her

m nor child. Electronic communication my not be used to

replace or as a substitute for face-to-face contact.

(5) A party to a child custody order that does not

prohi bit electronic conmmuni cati on nay nove a court to order

el ectroni ¢ communi cation. Such a party need not prove a

substantial change in circunstances.

(6) The court may not consider the availability of

el ectroni c communi cation as the sole deterninative factor when

consi dering rel ocation

(7) The extent or ampunt of tinme that electronic

communi cation with the child is ordered under s. 61.13 nmay not

be used as a factor when the court calculates child support.

(8) This section does not apply to any judgnment or

order issued before Cctober 1, 2007.

Section 3. This act shall take effect Cctober 1, 2007.

—=============== T | T L E AMENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as fol |l ows:

Del ete everything before the enacting cl ause

and insert:
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the use of technology to
suppl enent visitation; anending s. 61. 046,
F.S.; defining the term"electronic
conmuni cation"; creating s. 61.13002, F.S.
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authorizing a court to order electronic
conmuni cati on between a parent and a child;
specifying factors a court nust consider before
ordering el ectronic comruni cation; creating a
rebuttabl e presunption in favor of tel ephone
conmuni cati on; requiring each parent to furnish
the other parent with information necessary to
facilitate el ectronic comuni cati on; declaring
that el ectronic comunication nay be used only
to suppl enent, not supplant, a parent's
face-to-face contact with his or her child;
aut horizing a person to seek court-ordered
el ectroni ¢ conmmuni cati on wi thout proving a
substanti al change in circunstances;
prohi biting the consideration of electronic
conmuni cation as a factor in determining child
support; providing applicability; providing an

effecti ve date.
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