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By the Committee on Environnmental Preservation and
Conservation; and Senat or Al exander

592- 2065- 07

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Sout hwest Florida Water

3 Management District; amending s. 373.073, F.S.

4 i ncreasi ng the nunber of governing board

5 menbers of the district; revising the residency

6 requi renents for vacancies on the governing

7 board of the district; providing an effective

8 dat e.

9

10| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

11

12 Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) and

13| paragraph (e) of subsection (2) of section 373.073, Florida
14| Statutes, are anended to read:

15 373.073 Governing board. - -

16 (1)(a) The governing board of each water managenent
17| district shall be conposed of 9 nenbers who shall reside

18| within the district, except that the Southwest Florida Water
19| Managenent District shall be conposed of 13 4+ nenbers who
20| shall reside within the district. Menmbers of the governing
21| boards shall be appointed by the Governor, subject to
22| confirmation by the Senate at the next regul ar session of the
23| Legislature, and the refusal or failure of the Senate to
24| confirm an appoi ntnent creates a vacancy in the office to
25| which the appoi ntnment was nade. The termof office for a
26| governing board nenber is 4 years and commences on March 2 of
27| the year in which the appointnment is made and term nates on
28| March 1 of the fourth cal endar year of the termor may
29| continue until a successor is appointed, but not nore than 180
30| days. Ternms of office of governing board nenbers shall be
31| staggered to help maintain consistency and continuity in the
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exerci se of governing board duties and to minimnize disruption
in district operations.

(2) Menbership on governing boards shall be sel ected
from candi dates who have significant experience in one or nore
of the follow ng areas, including, but not limted to:
agriculture, the devel opnent industry, |ocal governnent,
government -owned or privately owned water utilities, |aw,
civil engineering, environnental science, hydrol ogy,
accounting, or financial businesses. Notw thstanding the
provi si ons of any other general or special law to the
contrary, vacancies in the governing boards of the water
managenment districts shall be filled according to the
foll owi ng resi dency requirenents, representing areas
designated by the United States Water Resources Council in
United States Geol ogical Survey, River Basin and Hydrol ogi ca
Unit Map of Florida--1975, Map Series No. 72:

(e) Southwest Florida Water Managenent District:

1. Two menbers shall reside in Hillsborough County.

2. One nenber shall reside in the area consisting of
Hi Il sborough and Pinellas Counti es.

3. Two nenbers shall reside in Pinellas County.

4 One nenber shall reside in Manatee County.

5. Two nenbers ore—werber shall reside in Polk County.

6 One nenber shall reside in Pasco County.

7 One nenber shall be appointed at |arge from Levy,
Marion, Citrus, Sunter, Hernando, and Lake Counti es.

8. One nenber shall be appointed at |large from
Saraseta— Hardee, DeSoto, €hartette~ and Hi ghl ands Counti es.

9. One nenber shall be appointed at |large from Levy,
Marion, Citrus, Sunter, Hernando, Lake, Sarasota, Hardee,
DeSot 0o, Charlotte, and Highlands Counti es.
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1 10. One nenber shall be appointed at large from
2| Sarasota and Charlotte Counties.
3
41 A Ne county described in subparagraph 7., subparagraph 8., e+
5| subparagraph 9., or subparagraph 10. may not shat have nore
6| than one nmenber on the governing board.
7 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becomng a
8| I aw.
9
10 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
11 Senate Bill 1776
12
13| Increases the nunmber of governing board nmenmbers of the
Sout hwest Fl ori da Water Managenment District from 1l to 13.
14| Requires that, at a mninmum one board nmenber appoi nted at
| arge reside in Sarasota and Charlotte Counties. Specifies
15| that, of the 5 appointed at |arge nenbers, no nore than one
representative from Sarasota, Charlotte, Levy, Marion, Citrus,
16| Sunter, Hernando, Lake, Hardee, DeSoto, or Hi ghlands counties
17 may be on the governing board.
18
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