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1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to death and fetal death

3 regi stration; anending s. 382.008, F.S.

4 provi di ng for advanced regi stered nurse

5 practitioners to provide certification of death

6 or fetal death; providing an effective date.

7

8| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

9

10 Section 1. Subsections (2), (3), (4), and (5) of

11| section 382.008, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

12 382.008 Death and fetal death registration.--

13 (2)(a) The funeral director who first assunes custody
14| of a dead body or fetus shall file the certificate of death or
15| fetal death. In the absence of the funeral director, the

16| physician, _advanced reqgi stered nurse practitioner, or other
17| person in attendance at or after the death shall file the

18| certificate of death or fetal death. The person who files the
19| certificate shall obtain personal data fromthe next of kin or
20| the best qualified person or source avail able. The nedica
21| certification of cause of death shall be furnished to the
22| funeral director, either in person or via certified mail, by
23| the physician,_ _advanced registered nurse practitioner, or
24| medi cal exam ner responsible for furnishing such informtion
25| For fetal deaths, the physician, mdw fe, advanced registered
26| nurse practitioner, or hospital adm nistrator shall provide
27| any nmedical or health information to the funeral director
28| within 72 hours after expulsion or extraction.
29 (b) The State Registrar may receive electronically a
30| certificate of death or fetal death which is required to be
31| filed with the registrar under this chapter through facsinile
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or other electronic transfer for the purpose of filing the
certificate. The receipt of a certificate of death or feta
death by electronic transfer constitutes delivery to the State
Regi strar as required by |aw.

(3) Wthin 72 hours after receipt of a death or feta
death certificate fromthe funeral director, the nedica
certification of cause of death shall be conpleted and nade
available to the funeral director by the physician or advanced

regi stered nurse practitioner in charge of the decedent's care

for the illness or condition which resulted in death, the

physi ci an or advanced reqgistered nurse practitioner in

attendance at the tine of death or fetal death or inmediately
before or after such death or fetal death, or the medica
exam ner if the provisions of s. 382.011 apply. The physician_

advanced regi stered nurse practitioner, or nmedical exam ner

shall certify over his or her signature the cause of death to
the best of his or her know edge and belief.

(a) The local registrar may grant the funeral director
an extension of tinme upon a good and sufficient show ng of any
of the follow ng conditions:

1. An autopsy is pending.

2. Toxicol ogy, |aboratory, or other diagnostic reports
have not been conpl et ed.

3. The identity of the decedent is unknown and further
i nvestigation or identification is required.

(b) If the physician,_ advanced regi stered nurse

practitioner, or nedical exam ner has indicated that he or she

will sign and conplete the nedical certification of cause of

death, but will not be available until after the 5-day

regi stration deadline, the local registrar may grant an

extension of 5 days. If a further extension is required, the
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funeral director nust provide witten justification to the
regi strar.

(4) If the local registrar has granted an extension of
time to provide the nedical certification of cause of death,
the funeral director shall file a tenmporary certificate of
death or fetal death which shall contain all avail able
i nformation, including the fact that the cause of death is

pendi ng. The physician, advanced regi stered nurse

practitioner, or nedical exaniner shall provide an estinated

date for conpletion of the pernanent certificate.

(5) A permanent certificate of death or fetal death,
cont ai ning the cause of death and any other information which
was previously unavail able, shall be registered as a
repl acenent for the tenporary certificate. The permanent
certificate may al so include corrected information if the
items being corrected are noted on the back of the certificate
and dated and signed by the funeral director, physician,

advanced regi stered nurse practitioner, or nmedical exam ner

as appropriate.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Provi des for advanced registered nurse practitioners to
provide certification of death or fetal death.
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