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Fl orida Senate - 2007 COW TTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SB 2416
Bar code 910292
CHAMBER ACTI ON

Senat e House

Comm RCS
04/ 18/ 2007 09: 01 PM

The Conmittee on Governmental Operations (Celrich) recomended

the foll owi ng anendnent:

Senate Anendnent (with title anendnent)

Del ete everything after the enacting cl ause

and insert:

Section 1. Subsection (8) of section 1004.226, Florida
Statutes, as created by SB 2420, 2007 Regul ar Session, is
renunmber ed as subsection (9) and a new subsection (8) is added
to that section, to read:

1004. 226 The 21st Century Technol ogy, Research, and
Schol ar shi p Enhancerment Act. --

(8) EXEMPTI ONS FROM PUBLI G RECORDS AND PUBLI C- MEETI NGS
REQUI REMENTS; STATE UNI VERSI TY RESEARCH COMMERCI ALI ZATI ON

ASS| STANCE GRANT PROCGRAM - -

(a) The following infornation held by the Florida

Technol ogy, Research, and Schol arship Board, is confidentia

and exenpt froms. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. | of the State

Consti tution:

1. Materials that relate to nethods of nmmnufacture or
1
1:51 PM 04/17/07 s2416d-gol4-tgo




© 00 N O O b~ W N P

W W N N N D N N NN MDD DN PP P PP, PP PPk
O © 0o N o o A~ W N PP O O 0o N o o~ WwWN B+ o

Fl ori da Senate - 2007 COWM TTEE ANMENDVENT
Bill No. SB 2416
Bar code 910292

production, potential trade secrets, patentable material

actual trade secrets as defined in s. 688.002, or proprietary

i nformation received, generated, ascertained, or discovered by

or through the state universities' research projects submtted

for funding under the State University Research

Commerci alization Assistance Grant Program

2. Information that would identify an investor or

potential investor in projects reviewed by the Florida

Technol ogy, Research, and Schol arshi p Board who desires to

renmai n_anonynous.

3. Any infornmmtion received froma person _or another

state or nation or the federal governnent which is otherw se

confidential or exenpt under the laws of that state or nation

or _under federal |aw.

(b)1. That portion of a neeting of the Florida

Technol ogy, Research, and Schol arship Board at which

information i s discussed which is confidential and exenpt

under paragraph (a) is exempt froms. 286.011 and s. 24(b),

Art. | of the State Constitution.

2. Any records generated during that portion of an

exenpt neeting are confidential and exenpt froms. 119.07(1)

and s. 24(a), Art. | of the State Constitution.

(c)1. Informmtion nade confidential and exenpt

pursuant to this subsection may be released to a governnental

entity in the furtherance of its duties and responsibilities.

2. Any public officer or enployee who willfully and

knowi ngly rel eases such confidential and exenpt information in

violation of this subsection commts a nisdeneanor of the

first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or_s.

775.083.

(d)  This subsection is subject to the Open Governnent
2
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Sunset Review Act in accordance with s. 119.15 and shall stand

repeal ed on October 2, 2012, unless reviewed and saved from

repeal through reenactnent by the Legi sl ature.

Section 2. The Legislature finds that it is a public

necessity that certain records held by the Florida Technol ogy,

Research, and Schol arship Board be nmade confidential and

exenpt _under s. 119.07(1), Florida Statutes, and section

24(a), Article | of the State Constitution. Materials that

relate to nethods of nmmnufacture or production, actual or

potential trade secrets, patentable materials, or proprietary

i nformation received, generated, ascertained, or discovered by

or through the state universities' research projects submtted

for funding under the State University Research

Commerci alizati on Assistance G ant Program nust be

confidential and exenpt because the disclosure of such

informati on would create an unfair conpetitive advantage for

persons receiving such information. Disclosing proprietary

confidential business information derived fromuniversity

research projects, including trade secrets as defined in s.

688.002, Florida Statutes, would negatively affect the ability

of state universities that rely heavily on the infornmation

gai ned frompublicly funded research products to generate

i nvestnent returns, and conpetitor partnerships could gain an

unfair conpetitive advantage if provided access to such

information. The rel ease of university-based proprietary

confidential business information could result in inadequate

returns and ultinmately frustrate attai nnent of the investnent

objective of the State University Research Commercialization

Assi stance Grant Program |f such confidential and exenpt

i nformati on regarding research in progress were rel eased

pursuant to a public-records request, others would be allowed
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to take the benefit of the research w thout conpensation or

rei nbursenent. The Legislature further finds that informtion

received by the Florida Technol ogy, Research, and Schol arship

Board froma person fromanother state or nation or the

Federal Government which is otherw se exenpt or confidentia

pursuant to the laws of that state or nation or pursuant to

federal |aw should remain exenpt or confidential because the

highly confidential nature of research necessitates that it be

protected. Wthout the exenptions provided by this act, the

di scl osure of confidential and exenpt information would

j eopardi ze the effective and efficient adm nistration of this

program |In addition, the Legislature further finds that the

identity of an investor or prospective investor who wishes to

renai n_anonynous shoul d be confidential and exenpt from public

di sclosure. This exenption is necessary because the disclosure

of investor identities may adversely inpact the ability of

state universities to attract investors who desire anonynity.

The Leqgislature further finds that it is a public necessity

that portions of neetings of the Florida Technol ogy, Research

and Schol arship Board at which infornati on made confidentia

and exenpt by this act is discussed be made exenpt from

public-neetings requirenents in order to allow the Florida

Technol ogy, Research, and Schol arship Board to nmintain the

confidential and exenpt status of this informtion.

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007, if
Senate Bill 2420 or simlar legislation is adopted in the same

| egi sl ative session or an extension thereof and becones | aw.

—=============== T | T L E AMENDMENT ===============

And the title is anended as foll ows:
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Del ete everything before the enacting cl ause

and insert:
ADbill to be entitled

An act relating to public records and neeti ngs;
amendi ng s. 1004.226, F.S.; creating an
exenption from public-records requirenents for
certain information held by the Florida
Technol ogy, Research, and Schol arshi p Board,;
creating an exenption from public-nmeetings
requi renents for portions of neetings of the
board of directors of the Florida Technol ogy,
Research, and Schol arship Board at which
confidential and exenpt records are di scussed;
provi di ng exceptions to the exenption;
provi ding penalties; providing for future
| egi sl ative review and repeal; providing a
statement of public necessity; providing a

contingent effective date.
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