Fl ori da Senate - 2007 SB 2462
By Senator Cri st

12- 1559A- 07
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to urban revitalization
3 creating s. 288.715, F.S.; creating the Urban
4 Revitalization Congress within the Executive
5 O fice of the Governor; providing |egislative
6 intent; providing for menbership, staff
7 support, and rei nbursenment for travel and per
8 di em expenses for nenbers; providing tasks;
9 provi di ng an appropriation; providing an
10 effective date.
11
12| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
13
14 Section 1. Section 288.715, Florida Statutes, is
15| created to read:
16 288. 715 Urban Revitalization Congress.--
17 (1) LEGQ SLATIVE INTENT.--The Legislature finds and
18| decl ares:
19 (a) Fiscally strong urban centers are beneficial to
20| regional and state econonies and a resource for nininizing
21| future urban distress and should, therefore, be pronpnted by
22| state and |ocal governnents.
23 (b) The health and vibrancy of an urban center
24| benefits its region and state; conversely, the deterioration
25| of an urban core negatively affects the surrounding area and
26| the entire state.
27 (c) 1In recognition of the interwoven destiny between
28| urban centers, the surrounding suburbs, the region, and the
29| state, the respective governments need to establish a
30| framework for working in partnership with conmmunities and the
31| private sector to revitalize urban centers.
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(d) State urban policies should guide the state,

regi onal agencies, |local governnents, and the private sector

in preserving and revitalizing existing urban centers and

pronpting the adequate provision of infrastructure, human

services, safe nei ghborhoods, educational facilities, and

econom ¢ _devel opnent _needed to sustain these centers into the

future.

(e) Successfully revitalizing and sustaining urban

centers is dependent on addressing, through an integrated and

coordi nated statewi de and community effort, the varied

cultural, educational, recreational, econom c, transportation

and social service conponents essential to maintaining a

heal t hy urban environnent.

(f) lLeadership, strateqgic quidance, resource

coordination and | everaging, and pronoting the use of

i nnovative approaches are recognized as essential factors for

pronpting and sustaining urban centers. State and regiona

agencies and | ocal governnents nust provide incentives to

pronpte urban revitalization, which along with existing

prograns, need to be integrated to the maxi mum extent possible

to pronpte urban revitalization and to achi eve the goals of

the state's urban policy.

(2) ESTABLI SHVENT. --There is established, as part of

an overall state urban strateqy, the Urban Revitalization

Congress within the Executive Ofice of the Governor to foster

| eadership and provide resources and support to econom cally

enerqgi ze the state's urban centers.
(3)  NMEMBERSHI P. - -

(a) The congress shall consist of nenber s

appoi nted by the Governor, one of whomthe Governor shal

appoint _as chair. The nenbers shall include both el ected and
2
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appoi nted | ocal governnent officials, directors of urban

centers, representatives of econom c and community devel opnent

organi zations, private-sector |eaders, as well as other

parties having an interest in and know edge about the vitality

of this state's urban centers.

(b) Menbers shall serve without conpensation but are

entitled to receive per diemand travel expenses in _accordance

with s. 112.061 while performng their duties.

(c) The congress shall neet at | east twi ce per year

(4) TASKS.--At a nmininmum the congress shall

(a) Award conpetitive grants to fund denpnstration

proj ects that encourage business investnent in urban centers.

(b) Provide matching funds for comunity redevel opnent

projects and partnerships with urban coll eges and universities

whi ch support urban revitalization prograns.

(c) Wrk with state agencies and communities to

prepare a statewide strateqy and plan for revitalizing and

sustaining the state's urban centers.

(5) STAFFING --The Executive Ofice of the Governor

shall provide staff support for the congress.

(6) REPORTS. --The congress shall prepare an_annua

report, which shall be submtted to the Governor, the

Presi dent of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives beginning Septenber 1, 2008, and annually

thereafter.

(7) TERM NATION. --The congress shall expire July 1

Section 2. The sumof $ is

appropriated fromthe General Revenue Fund to the Executive

Ofice of the Governor for the purpose of funding the
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activities of the Uban Revitalization Congress during the
2007-2008 fiscal year
Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Creates the Urban Revitalization Congress in the
Executive O fice of the Governor. Provides |egislative
intent and tasks of the congress. Provides for
menbership, travel and per di em expense rei nbursenent for
menbers, and staff support. Provides for ternination of

t he congress.
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