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1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to education for students with
3 disabilities; establishing the Transition

4 Service Integration Mbdel Project Grant Program
5 wi thin the Departnent of Education; providing

6 pur poses of the program specifying the type of
7 student for whom the programis intended;

8 defining the term "devel opnental disability";

9 provi ding for the adm nistration of grants;

10 requiring the project to fund staff devel opnent
11 and an ongoing third-party eval uati on of

12 results; requiring that the Division of

13 Vocati onal Rehabilitation and the Agency for

14 Persons with Disabilities provide support to

15 the program requiring that grants be awarded
16 through a conpetitive process; limting the use
17 of grants to certain contractual agreenents;

18 requiring that all applicants use the

19 Transition Service Integration Mdel; providing
20 requirenents for eligibility for a grant;
21 requiring that applicants provide a statenent
22 of how they plan to sustain or expand the
23 program after the end of the grant period;
24 speci fying a grant period; specifying an
25 approxi mat e nunber of students to participate
26 in the program specifying a nunmber of district
27 pilot sites that will participate in the
28 program providing an effective date
29
30| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
31
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Section 1. Transition Service |Integration Mbde

Project G ant Program --

(1) The Transition Service |Integration Mdel Project

Grant _Programis established within the Departnent of

Education to provide startup grants to offset the cost of

formal service agreenents between district school boards and

not-for-profit enploynent services providers for the purpose

of providing a seanl ess transition, through custom zed

enpl oynent, for students with severe disabilities who are

eligible for devel opnental disability services. The program

shall assist students in noving fromschool to integrated

direct-hire enploynent and postsecondary educati on and shal

provide inclusive access to a wide range of preferred

community activities and settings.

(2) As used in this section, the term "devel opnenta

disability" has the sane neaning as in s. 393.063(9), Florida

St at ut es.

(3) In addition, the project shall fund staff

devel opnent _required to support the project and a third-party

evaluation of results for the duration of the project. The

Bur eau of Exceptional Education and Student Services shal

adm nister the grants. The Division of Vocationa

Rehabilitation and the Agency for Persons with Disabilities

shall provide | eadership to their field offices in support of

col |l aborative efforts with local school districts and provide

training in the area of custoni zed enpl oynent.

(4) A school district may apply to the Bureau of

Exceptional Education and Student Services for a grant. Grants

nust be provided through a conpetitive process and nmay be used

only for contractual agreements between district school boards

and enpl oynment services providers to provide custom zed
2
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1| enploynment for the student population described in subsection
21(1).

3 (5) To be eligible for funding, applicants nmust use

4| the Transition Service Integration Mddel. Specifically,

5| applicants nust:

6 (a) Create prograns that are designed to provide for

7| the seam ess transition of the student population from schoo
8| to integrated direct-hire enpl oynent and postsecondary

9| education and provide inclusive access to a w de range of

10| preferred conmunity activities and settings;

11 (b) Unify the public school system the rehabilitation
12| system and the devel opnental disabilities system by entering
13| into a formal service arrangenment with a not-for-profit agency
14| that agrees to work with pending graduates before and after
15| graduation and that is used as a provider by both the

16| rehabilitation and devel opnental disability systens;

17 (c) Dedicate staff nmenbers to share responsibility for
18| developing preferred work-rel ated and outside activities for
19| their pending graduates with the not-for-profit agency;:

20 (d) Denpnstrate partnerships and collaborative

21| relationships with the rehabilitation system the

22| devel opnental disability system postsecondary institutions,
23| families, advocacy groups of the student population, and |oca
24| workforce One-Stops;

25 (e) Specify locations outside high school canpuses at
26| which the programwi |l be housed and deternine how instruction
27| will take place in natural conmmunity settings in which the

28| skills being acquired are functional

29 (f) Ensure representation froma student with a

30| disability and a fanmily nenmber of a student with a disability
31| in program pl anning;
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() Conmit to custom zed enploynent and training in

the Transition Service Integration Mdel for staff nenbers of

the district, the nonprofit agency, the rehabilitation system

and the devel opnental disability system

(h) Specify neasurable goals and objectives; and

(i) Submit to athird-party evaluation for the

duration of the project.

(5) Applicants nust specify how they will sustain and

expand the program after the grant period has ended.

(6) Each grant shall be inplenented to the extent

funded over a period of 3 vears. The program shall be directed

towards approxi mately 200 students each year in 10 district

pilot sites.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becomng a

| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Est abl i shes the Transition Service |Integration Mde
Project Grant Programw thin the Departnment of Education
Provi des purposes of the program Specifies the type of
student for whomthe programis intended. Provides for
the adm ni stration of grants. Requires the project to
fund staff devel opnent and an ongoing third-party

eval uation of results. Requires that the Division of
Vocati onal Rehabilitation and the Agency for Persons with
Disabilities provide supﬁort to the program Requires
that grants be awarded through a conpetitive process.
Limts the use of grants to certain contractua
agreenents. Requires that all applicants use the
Transition Service Integration Mdel. Provides

requi rements for eligibility for a grant. Requires that
applicants provide a statenent of how they plan to
sustain or expand the program after the end of the grant
period. Specifies a grant period. Provides an approximte
nunmber of students to participate in the program
Specifies a nunmber of district pilot sites that will
participate in the program
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