Fl ori da Senate - 2007 CS for SB 2508

By the Committee on Hi gher Education; and Senators Rich
Bul l ard, W/ son and Deutch

589- 2572- 07
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to social workers; anending ss.
3 39.01 and 491.003, F.S.; defining the term
4 "social worker"; creating s. 491.016, F.S.;
5 prohi biting persons fromidentifying thensel ves
6 as social workers unless they hold certain
7 credentials; providing exceptions; requiring
8 the Departnent of Health to adopt rules;
9 provi ding an effective date.
10
11| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
12
13 Section 1. Present subsections (70) through (74) of
14| section 39.01, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as
15| subsections (71) through (75), respectively, and a new
16| subsection (70) is added to that section, to read:
17 39.01 Definitions.--Wen used in this chapter, unless
18| the context otherw se requires:
19 (70) "Social worker" means a person who holds a
20| bachelor's, master's or doctoral degree in social work.
21 Section 2. Subsection (17) is added to section
22| 491.003, Florida Statutes, to read
23 491.003 Definitions.--As used in this chapter
24 (17) "Social worker" means a person who holds a
25| bachelor's, master's, or doctoral degree in social work. A
26| social worker nmust hold a license or certification issued
27| pursuant to this chapter to conduct clinical social work.
28 Section 3. Section 491.016, Florida Statutes, is
29| created to read:
30 491. 016 Professional social workers; identification.--
31
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(1) 1t is a nmsdeneanor of the first degree,

puni shable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083, for a

person, with or without conpensation, to hold hinself or

herself out to the public as a social worker, directly or

through an entity, unless that person:

(a) Holds at | east a bachelor's or nmaster's degree in

social work froma social work program accredited by the

Council of Social Work Education or froman institution that

is an active candidate for accreditation as a social work

program by that council; or

(b) Conpletes, at a university or college outside the

United States or Canada, a social work program determnm ned by

the Foreign Equival ency Determ nation Service of the Counci

on Social Wrk Education to be equivalent to a bachelor's or

master's degree in social work.

(2) This section does not apply to:

(a) Persons who, before July 1, 2007, used the title

social worker" in their enploynent; or

(b) Persons who are enployed to provide social work

services under administrative supervision in long-termcare

facilities licensed by the Agency for Health Care

Admi ni stration.

(3) The departnment shall adopt rules to adm nister

this section.

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
CCNNITTEEBngSgITUTE FOR

The comrittee substitute permits persons who used the title
"social worker" in their eaﬁloKnEnt before July 1, 2007, to
continue to use the title ether or not they continue to work
for the same enpl oyer or

in thg sane capacity.
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