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14- 1555- 07

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Conm ssion for

3 I ndependent Education; amending s. 1005.21

4 F.S.; providing for the comrission to be a

5 separate entity not subject to the control of

6 t he Departnent of Education; increasing the

7 menber ship of the commi ssion and revising

8 qualifications; providing for an executive

9 di rector of the comn ssion; anmending s.

10 1005.22, F.S.; renoving certain powers fromthe
11 executive director; deleting a requirenent that
12 the conmission subnmit rules to the State Board

13 of Education for approval or disapproval

14 requiring the commission to submt its annua

15 budget to the Governor; requiring the chief

16 financial officer of the Departnent of

17 Education to pay out noneys as directed by the

18 executive director; requiring that the

19 commi ssi on nake annual reports to the
20 Legi sl ature; deleting a provision allow ng the
21 commi ssion to advise the Council for Education
22 Policy Research and | nprovenent; providing an
23 effective date.
24
25| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
26
27 Section 1. Section 1005.21, Florida Statutes, is
28| anended to read:
29 1005.21 Conmission for |Independent Education.--
30 (1) There is created establHshedinthe DPepartrent—of
31| Edueatien the Conmmi ssion for |ndependent Education,_ housed
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1| within the Department of Education for administrative purposes
2| only. Fhedepartrent—shal—serveastheadmnistrative—agent
3| et—the—conmssion—-byprovidi-rg—Sservieess—retuding—payrotH—

4| precurerent—andtegal—eounsel— The conmission shall be a

5| separate budget entity not subject to control, supervision, or
6| direction by the Departnment of Education in any manner

7| including, but not linmited to, personnel, purchasing,

8| transactions involving real or personal property and budgetary
9| matters thereby exercising exereise i ndependently all powers,
10| duties, and functions prescribed by |aw. The comr ssion shal
11| authorize the granting of diplomas and degrees by any

12| i ndependent postsecondary educational institution under its

13| jurisdiction.

14 (2) The Conmi ssion for Independent Education shal

15| consi st of nine sevenr nmenbers who are residents of this state.
16| The commi ssion shall function in nmatters concerning

17| i ndependent postsecondary educational institutions in consuner
18| protection, programinprovenment, and licensure for

19| institutions under its purview. The Governor shall appoint the
20| nmenbers of the conmm ssion who are subject to confirmation by
21| the Senate. The nenbership of the comm ssion shall consist of:
22 (a) Two representatives who are owners or enployees of
23| independent coll eges or universities |licensed by the
24| commi ssion.
25 (b) Two representatives who are owners or enployees of
26| i ndependent, nondegree-granting schools licensed by the
27| commi ssion.
28 (c) One representative who is an owner or enployee of
29| an independent, nonaccredited school licensed by the
30| conmmi ssion.
31
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(d)  Two nenbers who are owners or enployees of an

i ndependent col |l ege or _school |licensed by the Conmm ssion for

| ndependent Educati on.

(e)fe> One nmenmber froma public school district or

comunity coll ege who is an admi nistrator of career education.
—©re—representative—eot—a—colHegethat—reets—the
ertera—ef—s—1005- 06—
(f)éey One lay menmber who is not affiliated with an
i ndependent postsecondary educational institution
(3) The nenbers of the conm ssion shall be appointed
to 3-year terns and shall serve until their successors are
appoi nted and qualified. If a vacancy on the conm ssion occurs
before the expiration of a term the Governor shall appoint a
successor to serve the unexpired portion of the term
(4) The conmi ssion shall neet at |east four tines each
fiscal year.
(5) Menbers of the conmission are entitled to
rei mbursenent for travel and per di em expenses, as provided in
s. 112.061, while performng their duties.
(6) Each nmenber is accountable to the Governor for the
proper performance of the duties of his or her office. The
Governor may renmove from office any nmenber for cause

(7) The conmi ssion shall appoint, review, and fix the

salary of a person to serve as the executive director and have

sole authority to renpve such person at its pleasure. The

executive director shall supervise, direct, coordinate, and

adnm nister all activities necessary to fulfill the

commi ssion's statutory responsibilities and have the authority

to hire staff necessary to assist in fulfilling these

responsibilities.
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1 Section 2. Section 1005.22, Florida Statutes, is

2| amended to read:

3 1005.22 Powers and duties of conmi ssion.--

4 (1) The conm ssion shall

5 (a) Hold neetings as necessary to adm nister its

6| duties.

7 (b) Annually select a chairperson and a vice

8| chai r per son—appeinrt—and—reviewanr—executi-ve—director—and

9| auwtherizethe—executive—director—to—appeint—enployees—oef—the
10| eemm-ssion

11 (c) Adopt and use an official seal in the

12| authentication of its acts.

13 (d) Make rules for its own governance

14 (e) Adnminister the provisions of this chapter. To this
15| end, the conmi ssion has the follow ng adninistrative powers
16| and responsibilities:

17 1. The comm ssion may shatkh adopt rul es pursuant to
18| ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to administer the provisions of this
19| chapter fertheoperation—andestablshrent—efindependent

20| pestsecendary—educational—institutions—Fhe—ecomr-ssion—shab
21| submt—therulestothe State Boardef Educationfor—approeval
22| er—disapproval—H—the state beard-does—not—act—on—arule

23| within—60—days—afterreceivHnrgit—therute shall—be filed

24| irrediatebyr—with—the Pepartrent—efState

25 2. The comm ssion shall subnit an annual budget to the
26 | Governor StateBeardof FEducation

27 3. The commission shall transmit all fees, donations,
28| and other receipts of nobney to the Institutional Assessnent
29| Trust Fund.

30 4. The conmi ssion shall expend funds as necessary to
31| assist in the application and enforcenent of its powers and
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duties. The chief financial officer of the Departnent of

Education shall pay out all npbneys and funds as directed under
this chapter upon vouchers approved by the Executive Director
of the Commi ssion for |ndependent Bepartwent—ef Education for

all lawful purposes necessary to adm nistering this chapter

The conmmi ssion shall make annual reports to the Legislature
StateBoard—efFEduecation showing in detail anounts received
and all expenditures. The conmi ssion shall include in its
annual report to the Ledqisl| ature StateBeardofFEducation a
statement of its mpjor activities during the period covered by
the report.

(f) Maintain a record of its proceedings.

(g) Cooperate with other state and federal agencies
and ot her nongovernmental agencies in admnistering its
duties.

(h) Cause to be investigated crimnal justice
i nformati on, as defined in s. 943.045, for each owner,
admi ni strator, and agent enployed by an institution applying
for licensure fromthe conmi ssion.

(i) Serve as a central agency for collecting and
distributing current information regarding institutions
licensed by the commi ssion.

(j) Informindependent postsecondary educati ona
institutions of |laws adopted by the Legislature and rules
adopted by the State Board of Education and the comi ssion and
of their responsibility to follow those | aws and rul es.

(k) Establish and publicize the procedures for
recei ving and responding to conplaints fromstudents, faculty,
and ot hers concerning institutions or progranms under the

purvi ew of the conm ssion, and keep records of such conplaints
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1| in order to determ ne the frequency and nature of conplaints
2| with respect to specific institutions of higher education.

3 (I') Provide annually to the Ofice of Student

4| Financial Assistance of the Departnent of Education

5| informati on and docunentati on that can be used to determine an
6| institution's eligibility to participate in state student

7| financial assistance prograns.

8 (m Coordinate and convey annual reports to the

9| Conmi ssioner of Education relating to canpus crine statistics,
10| the assessnment of physical plant safety, and the antihazing
11| policies of nonpublic postsecondary educational institutions
12| eligible to receive state-funded student assistance, as

13| required by |aw.

14 (n) ldentify and report to the Ofice of Student

15| Financial Assistance the accrediting associations recogni zed
16| by the United States Department of Education which have

17| standards that are conparable to the m ni mum standards

18| required to operate an institution at that level in this

19| state.

20 (o) Assure that an institution is not required to

21| operate without a current |icense because of the schedul e of
22| commi ssion neetings or application procedures, if the

23| institution has net the conm ssion's requirenents for

24| licensure or license renewal.

25 (2) The comm ssion may:

26 (a) Sue or be sued.

27 (b) Enter into contracts with the Federal Governnent,
28| with other departnents of the state, or with individuals.

29 (c) Receive bequests and gifts, subject to any

30| restrictions upon which the conm ssion and the donor agree.
31
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1 (d) Appoint standing or special comrittees to assist

2| it in carrying out its responsibilities. Committees may

3| include nmenmbers who are not conmi ssion menbers or

4| representatives of |icensed postsecondary institutions.

5 (e) Advise the Governor, the Legislature, the State

6| Board of Education, the—Ceunecit—forEducationPoHeyResearch

7| and—twpreverent— and the Conm ssioner of Education on issues

8| relating to private postsecondary educati on.

9 (f) Delegate to the chairperson of the comm ssion the

10| responsibility for signing final orders.

11 (g) Assist independent postsecondary educati ona

12| institutions in fornmulating articulation agreenments with

13| public and other independent institutions.

14 (h) Establish and operate additional offices in the

15| central and southern part of the state if the concentration of

16| licensed institutions renders such an office econonically

17| feasible.

18 (i) Establish and administer the Student Protection

19| Fund pursuant to s. 1005. 37.

20 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007

21

22 R S I R R S I R I

23 SENATE SUMVARY

24 Provi des that the Commi ssion for |ndependent Education be
a separate entity not subject to the control of the

25 Department of Education. Provides for nine nenbers of the
commi ssion. Provides for an executive director of the

26 conmmi ssi on. Renobves certain powers fromthe executive
director. Renpves a requirenment that the comm ssion

27 submt rules to the State Board of Education. Requires
the commission to submt its budget to the Governor

28 Requires the chief financial officer of the Departnent of
Education to pay out noneys as directed by the executive

29 director. Provides the conm ssion nake annual reports to
the Legislature. Renpves a provision allow ng the

30 conmmi ssion to advise the Council for Education Policy

31 Research and | nprovenent.
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