Fl ori da Senate - 2007 SB 2690

By Senator Constantine

22-1802-07

1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the restoration of Lake

3 Jesup; requiring the Departnent of

4 Envi ronmental Protection, the St. Johns River

5 Wat er Managenent District, the Fish and

6 Wl dlife Conservation Conmi ssion, and the City

7 of Sanford to develop a plan concerning the

8 progress of the commission's project to restore

9 aquatic habitats in Lake Jesup; requiring the

10 commi ssion to report to the Legislature

11 concerning the devel opnent of the plan

12 providing that the acquisition of a site to

13 di spose of nmuck fromthe project is a

14 conservation and restoration acquisition under

15 the Fl orida Forever progran encouraging state

16 agencies to help fund the renoval of muck from

17 Lake Jesup; providing an effective date

18

19 WHEREAS, the Legislature recognizes the inportance of
20| inproving water quality in surface waters having regi onal or
21| statewi de significance, and
22 WHEREAS, Lake Jesup, a |lake that fluctuates with the
23| St. Johns River system and enconpasses between 9, 150 acres at
24| low water and 13,034 acres at high water, is an inportant
25| natural resource of regional and statew de significance, an
26| inportant economic resource, and a habitat for resident and
27| mgratory fish and waterfow , and
28 WHEREAS, historically, Lake Jesup has been a prinmary
29| destination of sport fishers, a navigable waterway, and a
30| waterway capabl e of supporting comerce, travel, and
31| recreation, and
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WHEREAS, endangered species, such as the nmanatee and
bal d eagl e, and species of special concern, such as the ibis,
wood stork, and sandhill crane, use this |ake and basin as
habi tat, and

VWHEREAS, hundreds of thousands of visitors are drawn to
the area around Lake Jesup each year, and

WHEREAS, the water quality, fisheries, and other
bi ol ogi cal communities of Lake Jesup have deteriorated, and

WHEREAS, various state, federal, and | ocal governnenta
agenci es have been engaged in a coordinated, scientifically
devel oped, approach to the restoration of Lake Jesup for sone
years, and

WHEREAS, governnental agencies have purchased over
8,500 acres around the | ake for purposes that include
conservation and recreation as well as restoration of Lake
Jesup, and

WHEREAS, a mitigation project of the Departnment of
Transportation renoved a 2-mle bermfrom Lake Jesup which
returned a substantial amobunt of navigability to the | ake and
al l owed an additional 300 acres of the |lake's floodplain to
again help filter particulates fromthe | ake and absorb the
| ake's nutrient pollution while increasing the lake's ability
to store floodwater and provide val uable habitat for plants
and ani mals, and

VWHEREAS, the Fish and Wldlife Conservation Conmi ssion
has enbarked on a plan to restore aquatic habitat in the | ake
in order to rehabilitate the | ake's fishery resources, and a
signi ficant conponent of that plan requires renoval of the
| arge anount of muck that is now |lying on the bottom of the

| ake and that is nore than 9 1/2 feet thick in sonme areas, and
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WHEREAS, while significant progress has been nade
toward restoring Lake Jesup by the governnent agencies
involved in this restoration project, the progress of the
project is stym ed by chall enges associated wi th obtaining
necessary pernits for the nuck-renoval phase of the
restoration, and

WHEREAS, a parcel of land that the City of Sanford has
used as a sprayfield for effluent fromits wastewater
treatment plant nay be highly suitable as a nuck-di sposa

site, NOW THEREFCRE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. The Departnent of Environmental Protection,

the St. Johns River Water Managenent District, the Fish and

Wldlife Conservation Conm ssion, and the City of Sanford

shall work with diligence to develop a plan that will allow

the muck renpval that is contenplated by the conm ssion's

project to restore the aqguatic habitat in Lake Jesup to

proceed. The conmmi ssion shall report to the Legislature

concerning the group's progress toward this goal on October 1

2007, and on the first day of each 3rd nonth thereafter unti

any site needed to dispose of muck has received all necessary

state pernmits or it is determ ned that nmuck renpval can

proceed without a site at which to dispose of the nmuck. The

acquisition of a nmuck-disposal site is a conservation and

restoration acquisition under the Florida Forever program

created in s. 259.105, Florida Statutes, the goal of which is

to inprove and sustain the ecological integrity of Lake Jesup.

Each state agency is encouraged to expend funds to assist in

the renmpval of nmuck fromthe bottomof lLake Jesup in Semnmi nol e
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1| County, and to enploy such funds as are at its disposal for

2| such purpose.

3 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007

4

5 R S I R R S I R I

6 SENATE SUMVARY

7 Requi res the Departnent of Environnental Protection, the
St. Johns River Water Managenent District, the Fish and

8 Wl dlife Conservation Comm ssion, and the City of Sanford
to devel op a plan concerning the progress of the

9 conmi ssion's project to restore aquatic habitats of Lake
Jesup in Sem nole County. Requires the conm ssion to

10 report to the Legislature about the devel opment of the
pl an. Provides that the acquisition of a site to dispose

11 of nmuck fromthe project is a conservation and
restoration acquisition under the Florida Forever

12 program Encoura?es state agencies to help fund the

13 removal of nmuck trom Lake Jesup
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