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Fl ori da Senate - 2007 COWM TTEE ANMENDVENT
Bill No. CS for SB 2836

Bar code 044476
CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Comm RCS
04/ 24/ 2007 05:16 PM

The Conmittee on Transportati on and Economni ¢ Devel oprent
Appropriations (Diaz de la Portilla) recomended the follow ng

amendnment :

Senate Amendnent (with title anendnment)

On page 24, between lines 29 and 30,

insert:

Section 8. Subsections (2) and (6) of section 633.081
Florida Statutes, are anended to read

633. 081 Inspection of buildings and equi prent; orders;
firesafety inspection training requirenents; certification
di sciplinary action.--The State Fire Marshal and her or his
agents shall, at any reasonabl e hour, when the departnment has
reasonabl e cause to believe that a violation of this chapter
or s. 509.215, or a rule pronul gated thereunder, or a mnimm
firesafety code adopted by a |local authority, may exist,
i nspect any and all buildings and structures which are subject
to the requirenents of this chapter or s. 509.215 and rul es
promul gat ed thereunder. The authority to inspect shall extend
to all equi pnment, vehicles, and chenicals which are | ocated
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within the prem ses of any such building or structure.

(2) Every firesafety inspection conducted pursuant to
state or local firesafety requirements shall be by a person
certified as having net the inspection training requirements
set by the State Fire Marshal. Such person shall

(a) Be a high school graduate or the equival ent as
det erm ned by the departnent;

(b) Not have been found guilty of, or having pl eaded
guilty or nolo contendere to, a felony or a crinme punishable
by i mprisonment of 1 year or nore under the |aw of the United
States, or of any state thereof, which involves noral
turpitude, without regard to whether a judgnent of conviction
has been entered by the court having jurisdiction of such
cases;

(c) Have her or his fingerprints on file with the
department or with an agency designated by the department;

(d) Have good noral character as determ ned by the
depart ment;

(e) Be at least 18 years of age a—+estdent—eof—torida;

(f) Have satisfactorily conpleted the firesafety
i nspector certification examnmination as prescribed by the
department; and

(g)1. Have satisfactorily conpleted, as determ ned by
the department, a firesafety inspector training program of not
| ess than 200 hours;—as established by the departnment and
admi ni stered by sueh agencies and institutions as approved by
t he departnent for the purpose of providing basic
certification training for firesafety inspectors; or

2. Have received in another state training which is
determ ned by the departnment to be at |east equivalent to that
requi red by the depart nent forzapproved firesafety inspector
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education and training prograns in this state.

(6) The State Fire Marshal nmay deny, refuse to renew,
suspend, or revoke the certificate of a firesafety inspector
or special state firesafety inspector if it finds that any of
the foll owi ng grounds exist:

(a) Any cause for which issuance of a certificate
coul d have been refused had it then existed and been known to
the State Fire Marshal

(b) Violation of any—provisten—of this chapter or any
rule or order of the State Fire Marshal

(c) Falsification of records relating to the
certificate.

(d) Having been found guilty of or having pl eaded
guilty or nolo contendere to a felony, whether or not a
j udgrment of conviction has been entered.

(e) Failure to nmeet any of the renewal requirenents.

(f) Having been convicted of a crinme in any

jurisdiction which directly relates to the practice of fire

code inspection, plan review, or admnistration

(g) Mking or filing a report or record that the

certificateholder knows to be false, or know ngly inducing

another to file a false report or record, or knowingly failing

to file a report or record required by state or local |law, or

knowi ngly inpeding or obstructing such filing, or know ngly

i nduci ng _anot her person to inpede or obstruct such filing.

(h) Failing to properly enforce applicable fire codes

or permt requirenents within this state which the

certificateholder knows are applicable by commtting willful

nm sconduct, gross negligence, gross nisconduct, repeated

negli gence, or negligence resulting in a significant danger to

life or property.
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(i) Accepting |labor, services, or materials at no

charge or at a nonconpetitive rate fromany person who

perfornse work that is under the enforcenent authority of the

certificateholder and who is not an inmmediate famly nenber of

the certificateholder. For the purpose of this paragraph, the

term"imediate famly nenber" neans a spouse, child, parent,

si bling, grandparent, aunt, uncle, or first cousin of the

person or the person's spouse or _any person who resides in the

primary residence of the certificatehol der

Section 9. Subsection (9) of section 633.521, Florida
Statutes, is anended, and subsection (11) is added to that
section, to read

633.521 Certificate application and issuance; permt
i ssuance; exani nation and investigation of applicant.--

(9) It is the intent of the Legislature that the
i nspections and testing of automatic fire sprinkler systens
for detached one-famly dwellings, detached two-famly
dwel | i ngs, and nobil e homes be acconplished by the owner, who
is responsible for requesting service froma contractor when
necessary. It is further intended that the NFPA-25 inspection

of exposed underground piping and any attached appurtenances

supplying a fire protection system be conducted by a
Contractor | or Contractor I1.

(11) It is intended that a certificateholder, or a

pernitholder who is enployed by a certificateholder, conduct

i nspections required by this chapter. It is understood that

after July 1, 2008, enployee turnover may result in a

depl eti on of personnel who are certified under the N CET

Sub-field of Inspection and Testing of Fire Protection Systens

Level 11 which is required for permtholders. The extensive

trai ni ng and experience necessary to achieve N CET Level |
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certification is recogni zed. A certificateholder may therefore

obtain a provisional permt with an endorsenent for

i nspection, testing, and nai ntenance of water-based fire

extinqui shing systens for an enployee if the enpl oyee has

initiated procedures for obtaining Level |1 certification from

the National Institute for Certification in Engineering

Technol ogi es Sub-field of Inspection and Testing of Fire

Protection Systens and achieved Level | certification. After 2

yvears of provisional certification, the enployee nust have

achi eved NI CET Level Il certification or cease perforning

i nspections requiring Level Il certification. The provisiona

permit is valid only for the 2 calendar years after the date

of issuance, may not be extended, and is not renewable. After

the initial 2-yvear provisional permt expires, the

certificateholder nmust wait 2 additional years before a new

provisional permt may be issued. The intent is to prohibit

the certificateholder fromusing enpl oyees who never reach

NI CET Level 1l status by continuously obtaining provisiona

permts.
Section 10. Subsection (4) of section 633.537, Florida

Statutes, is anended to read

633.537 Certificate; expiration; renewal; inactive
certificate; continuing education.--

(4) The renewal period for the permit class is the
sane as that for ef the enmploying certificateholder. The
continui ng education requirenents for pernithol ders are what

is required to maintain N CET Sub-field of Inspection and

Testing of Fire Protection Systens Level |1 or higher

certification plus 8 shaH—be8—tcontact—hours—byJure—36+
2006—An—addi-t+onal—316 contact hours of continuing education

s—reguret—by—Jure—36—2068—and duri ng each biennial renewa
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peri od thereafter. The continuing education curriculumfrom
July 1, 2005, until July 1, 2008, shall be the preparatory
curriculumfor NICET Il certification; after July 1, 2008, the
technical curriculumis at the discretion of the State Fire

Marshal and may be used to neet the nmintenance of N CET Leve

Il certification and 8 contact hours of continuing education

requirenents. It is the responsibility of the permtholder to

maintain NICET Il certification as a condition of permt

renewal after July 1, 2008.

(Redesi gnat e subsequent sections.)

—=============== T | T L E AMENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as fol |l ows:

On page 2, line 19, after the sem col on,

insert:
amending s. 633.081, F.S.; deleting the
requi renent that a certified firesafety
i nspector be a resident of Florida; requiring
that a firesafey inspector be 18 years of age
or ol der; establishing grounds under which an
i nspector's license may be suspended or
revoked; anending s. 633.521, F.S.; providing
for provisional permits for inspectors of
certain fire protection systens; providing a
time limtation for such pernmits; anending s.
633.537, F.S.; revising continuing education

requi renents;
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