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By Senator Fasano

11-105- 07
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to small business health care
3 i nsurance assistance; providing |egislative
4 intent; establishing a pilot programto provide
5 rebates to small businesses providing
6 conprehensi ve maj or nedi cal health insurance
7 coverage for enployees; requiring enployer and
8 enpl oyee participation in certain costs;
9 speci fying the anpunt of the rebate; providing
10 for additional eligibility for certain
11 busi nesses; limting authorization to provide
12 rebat es under the program pursuant to specific
13 appropriation; providing for admnistration of
14 the program by the Agency for Health Care
15 Administration; requiring the agency to adopt
16 rul es; providing enforcenment and audit
17 authority for the agency; providing an
18 effective date.
19
20| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
21
22 Section 1. (1) It is the intent of the Legislature to
23| encourage small businesses to provide conprehensive major
24| nedical health insurance coverage to enpl oyees of the
25| businesses.
26 (2) The Small Business Health Care |nsurance
27| Assistance Pilot Programis created as a statew de pil ot
28| programfor a period of 2 years to provide a one-tine rebate
29| for small businesses that enploy more than one but fewer than
30| six enployees and that provide full coverage of conprehensive
31| mpjor nmedical health insurance for such enployees pursuant to
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S. 627.6699, Florida Statutes. The enployer shall pay at | east

50 percent but less than 100 percent of the cost of the

coverage, and the enployees nust share in the remni nder of the

cost of the coverage.

(3)(a) The ampunt of the rebate shall be $1,000 per

each enpl oyee as reported on the business's Florida

unenpl oyment conpensation tax form6

(b) A small business nust apply through the Agency for

Health Care Adm ni stration.

(c) A business is eligible for the rebate under this

section if, at the tinme of applying for a rebate under the

pil ot program the business had provided and paid for such

coverage for 12 consecutive nonths but had not provided and

paid for such coverage for at least 6 nonths prior to the

12-nmonth period. The business nmay receive the rebate only one

tine.

(d) The agency shall only provide rebates to eligible

busi nesses if a specific appropriation is nmade in the Genera

Appropriations Act for the purpose of providing rebates under

the pil ot program

(4) The pilot program shall be adninistered by the

Agency for Health Care Adm nistration. The agency shall adopt
any rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54, Florida

Statutes, necessary to adninister and ensure accountability of

the pilot program and enforce conpliance with the requirenents

of the program The agency may conduct audits of any business

applying for rebates under the programto ensure conpliance

with programregquirenents.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007.
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2 SENATE SUMVARY

3 Provides legislative intent. Establishes a pilot program
to provide rebates to small busi nesses providing

4 conprehensi ve maj or nedi cal health insurance coverage for
enpl oyees. Requires enployer and enpl oyee participation

5 in certain costs. Specifies the amount of the rebate.
Provides for additional eligibility for certain

6 busi nesses. Provides for authorization to provide rebates
under the programonly pursuant to specific

7 appropriation. Provides for admnistration of the program
bK the Agency for Health Care Admi nistration. Requires

8 the agency to adopt rules. Provides enforcenment and audit

9 authority for the agency.

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

3
CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




