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Fl ori da Senate - 2007 ( NP) SR 3044

By Senator Lawson

6- 2398A- 07
Senat e Resol ution
A resolution recognizing April 17, 2007, as
"Conmunity Action Day" in the State of Florida

WHEREAS, comunity-action agencies were created to
fight the War on Poverty when the Econonic Opportunity Act of
1964 was signed into |aw, and

WHEREAS, comrunity-action agencies conprise America's
Poverty- Fighti ng Network and have a 40-year history of
promoti ng sel f-sufficiency for |Iowincome fanilies, children
and individuals, and

WHEREAS, there are nore than 1,000 conmunity-action
agencies nationally, with 30 operational comrunity-action
agenci es serving lowinconme fanmlies, children, and
i ndi vi dual s throughout 65 counties in this state, and

WHEREAS, the percentage of poor Anericans living in
poverty has reportedly reached a 32-year high, with mllions
of working Americans falling closer to the poverty line, and

WHEREAS, a recent analysis of the 2005 census found
that nearly 16 million Arericans are living in deep or severe
poverty, and Florida ranks nunmber four in states having the
nost people in severe poverty, and

WHEREAS, this state's community-action agenci es nade an
essential contribution to |owincone fanmlies, children, and
i ndi vi dual s by providing services to 307,275 individuals and
128,003 fanmilies in 2005, and

WHEREAS, this state's comunity-action agencies provide
i nnovative and cost-effective prograns to | owincome fanmlies
who need opportunities to inprove their lives and their |iving
conditions, thus helping to ensure that all individuals are
able to live in dignity, and
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WHEREAS, this state and the entire United States nust
continue to wage the War on Poverty by providing support and
opportunities for all individuals in need of assistance, NOW

THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That the Florida Senate commends the dedi cati on and
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contributions of this state's conmunity-action agenci es and
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recogni zes April 17, 2007, as "Community Action Day" in the
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State of Florida.
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