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1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to notor vehicle, nobile hone,
3 and vessel registration; anending s. 320.01

4 F.S.; redefining the term"registration

5 period"; defining the term "extended

6 regi stration period"; anmending s. 320. 055,

7 F.S.; establishing an extended registration

8 period and renewal period for certain notor

9 vehi cl es and nobil e hones; anmending s. 320. 06,
10 F.S.; extending the time period and revising
11 the fee for replacenent of registration license
12 pl ates; extending the period of validity of

13 license plates and validation stickers to

14 provi de for an extended registration period;

15 anendi ng s. 320.07, F.S.; providing for the

16 sem annual , annual, or biennial renewal of

17 not or vehicle and nobile hone registrations;

18 authorizing the biennial renewal of certain

19 not or vehicle and nobile home registrations
20 upon paynment of the curnulative total of |icense
21 t axes, service charges, surcharges, and other
22 fees; amending s. 320.071, F.S.; specifying
23 that the registration period for a notor
24 vehicle or nobile home nay not exceed a
25 speci fied nunber of nonths; anending s. 328.72,
26 F.S.; providing for an extended registration
27 period for certain vessel owners; providing for
28 the refund of certain registration fees;
29 directing the Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and
30 Mot or Vehicles to adopt certain rules;
31 provi ding an effective date.
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1| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

2

3 Section 1. Subsection (19) of section 320.01, Florida
4| Statutes, is anended to read:

5 320.01 Definitions, general.--As used in the Florida
6| Statutes, except as otherw se provided, the term

7 (19)(a) "Registration period' neans a period of 12

8| nonths or 24 nonths during which a notor vehicle or nobile

9| hone registration is valid.

10 (b) "Extended registration period' nmeans a period of
11| 24 nmonths during which a notor vehicle or nobile hone

12| registration is valid.

13 Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 320.055, Florida
14| Statutes, is anended to read:

15 320. 055 Registration periods; renewal periods.--The
16| followi ng registration periods and renewal periods are

17| established:

18 (1)(a) For a notor vehicle subject to registration

19| under s. 320.08(1), (2), (3), (5 (b), (c), (d), or (f),

20 (6)(a), (7), (8, (9), or (10) and owned by a natural person
21| the registration period begins the first day of the birth

22| month of the owner and ends the | ast day of the nonth

23| inmedi ately preceding the owner's birth nmonth in the

24| succeeding year. |If such vehicle is registered in the nanme of
25| nore than one person, the birth nmonth of the person whose nane
26| first appears on the registration shall be used to determ ne
27| the registration period. For a vehicle subject to this

28| registration period, the renewal period is the 30-day period
29| ending at mdnight on the vehicle owner's date of birth.

30 (b) A notor vehicle or nobile home that is subject to
31| registration under s. 320.08(1), (2), (3), (4)(a) or (b), (6),.
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(7)., (8), (9), (10), or (11) is eligible for an extended

registration period as defined in s. 320.01(19) (b).

(c)fbyr Notwithstandi ng the requirenents of paragraph
(a), the owner of a notor vehicle subject to paragraph (a) who
has had his or her driver's |license suspended pursuant to a
violation of s. 316.193 or pursuant to s. 322.26(2) for
driving under the influence nust obtain a 6-nonth registration
as a condition of reinstating the license, subject to renewa
during the 3-year period that financial responsibility
requi renents apply. The registration period begins the first
day of the birth nmonth of the owner and ends the | ast day of
the fifth nonth i mMmediately followi ng the owner's birth nonth.
For such vehicles, the department shall issue a vehicle
registration certificate that is valid for 6 nonths and shal
i ssue a validation sticker that displays an expiration date of
6 nonths after the date of issuance. The license tax required
by s. 320.08 and all other applicable |icense taxes shall be
one-hal f of the ampunt ot herw se required, except the service
charge required by s. 320.04 shall be paid in full for each

6-nonth registration. A vehicle required to be reqgistered

under this paragraph is not eligible for the extended

regi stration period under paragraph (b).

Section 3. Paragraphs (b) and (c) of subsection (1) of
section 320.06, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

320.06 Registration certificates, license plates, and
val idation stickers generally.--

(1)

(b) Registration license plates bearing a graphic
synmbol and the al phanuneric system of identification shall be
i ssued for a 6-year 5—year period. At the end of that 6-year
satd—-5—year period, upon renewal, the plate shall be repl aced.

3
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1| The fee for such replacenment is $12 shatH—be—$18, $2 of which
2| shall be paid each year before the plate is replaced, to be

3| credited towards the next$12$46 repl acenent fee. The fees

4| shall be deposited into the H ghway Safety Operating Trust

5| Fund. A credit or refund shall not be given for any prior

6| years' paynents of such prorated replacenent fee if when the

7| plate is replaced or surrendered before the end of the 6-year
8| 5—year period, except that a credit may be given when a

9| registrant is required by the departnent to replace a |license
10| plate under s. 320.08056(8)(a). Wth each license plate, there
11| shall be issued a validation sticker showing the owner's birth
12| month, |icense plate nunber, and the year of expiration or the
13| appropriate renewal period if the owner is not a natura

14| person. The validation sticker shall +s—+te be placed on the

15| upper right corner of the license plate. Such license plate

16| and validation sticker shall be issued based on the

17| applicant's appropriate renewal period. The registration

18| period is shatH—be a period of 12 nonths, the extended

19| registration period is a period of 24 nonths, and al
20| expirations shall occur based on the applicant's appropriate
21| registration period. A vehicle with an apportioned
22| registration shall be issued an annual |icense plate and a cab
23| card that denote the declared gross vehicle weight for each
24| apportioned jurisdiction in which the vehicle is authorized to
25| operate.
26 (c) Registration |license plates equipped with
27| validation stickers subject to the registration period are
28| shat—be valid for not nore than 12 nonths and shat expire at
29| mdnight on the |ast day of the registration period. A
30| registration |license plate equipped with a validation sticker
31| subject to the extended registration period is valid for not

4
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more than 24 nonths and expires at midnight on the | ast day of

the extended reqistration period. For each registration period

after the one in which the netal registration license plate is
i ssued, and until the license plate is required to be

repl aced, a validation sticker showi ng the nonth and year of
expiration shall be issued upon paynment of the proper license
tax anpunt and fees and is shatt—be valid for not nore than 12

mont hs. For _each extended registration period occurring after

the one in which the netal registration license plate is

issued and until the license plate is required to be repl aced,

a validation sticker showi ng the year of expiration shall be

i ssued upon paynent of the proper license tax ampunt and fees

and is valid for not nmore than 24 nonths. Wen |icense plates

equi pped with validation stickers are issued in any nonth
other than the owner's birth nonth or the designated

regi stration period for any other notor vehicle, the effective
date shall reflect the birth nonth or nonth and the year of
renewal . However, when a |license plate or validation sticker
is issued for a period of less than 12 nonths, the applicant
shall pay the appropriate amunt of |icense tax and the

applicable fee under the—prewisiens—ef s. 320.14 in addition

to all other fees. Validation stickers issued for vehicles

t axed under the—previsions—of s. 320.08(6)(a), for any conpany
that whieh owns 250 vehicles or nore, or for semtrailers
taxed under the provisions of s. 320.08(5)(a), for any conpany
that whieh owns 50 vehicles or nore, may be placed on any
vehicle in the fleet so long as the vehicle receiving the

val i dation sticker has the sane owner's name and address as
the vehicle to which the validation sticker was originally

assi gned.
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Section 4. Section 320.07, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

320.07 Expiration of registration; anrnrdal renewa
required; penalties.--

(1) The registration of a notor vehicle or nobile hone

expi res shalH—expi+re at nmidnight on the |ast day of the
regi stration or extended reqgistration period. A vehicle shal

not be operated on the roads of this state after expiration of
the renewal period unless the registration has been renewed
according to | aw.

(2) Registration shall be renewed sem annually,

annual ly, or biennially, as provided in this subsection,

during the applicable renewal period, upon paynment of the
applicable license tax anmpunts ampunrt required by s. 320.08,
service charges required by s. 320.04, and any additional fees
required by | aw.
(a) Hewewer— Any person who owns ewairg a notor
vehicle regi stered under s. 320.08(4), (6)(b), or (13) my
regi ster sem annually as provided in s. 320.0705.
(b) Any person who owns a notor vehicle or nobile hone
regi stered under s. 320.08(1). (2)., (3). (4)(a) or (b)., (6).
(7)., (8), (9), (10), or (11) may renew the vehicle

registration biennially during the applicable renewal period

upon paynment of the 2-vear cunulative total of all applicable

license tax ampunts required by s. 320.08 and service charges
or_surcharges required by ss. 320.03, 320.04, 320.0801
320. 08015, 320.0802, 320.0804, and 320.08046 and paynent of

the 2-year cunulative total of any additional fees required by

|law for an annual registration.

(3) The operation of any notor vehicle w thout having
attached thereto a registration license plate and validation
6
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1| stickers, or the use of any npbile hone w thout having

2| attached thereto a nobile hone sticker, for the current

3| registration period shall subject the owner thereof , if he or
4| she is present, or, if the owner is not present, the operator
5| thereof to the foll owi ng penalty provisions:

6 (a) Any person whose notor vehicle or nobile hone

7| registration has been expired for a period of 6 nonths or |ess
8| conmits a noncriminal traffic infraction, punishable as a

9| nonnoving violation as provided in chapter 318.

10 (b) Any person whose notor vehicle or nobile hone

11| registration has been expired for nore than 6 nonths, shat-
12| upon a first offense, is be subject to the penalty provided in
13| s. 318.14.

14 (c) Any person whose notor vehicle or nobile hone

15| registration has been expired for nore than 6 nonths, shat-
16| upon a second or subsequent offense, comits be—guitty—of a
17| m sdeneanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s.
18| 775.082 or s. 775.083.

19 (d) However, an nae operator shall not be charged with
20| a violation of this subsection if the operator can show,
21| pursuant to a valid | ease agreenent, that the vehicle had been
22| leased for a period of 30 days or less at the tinme of the
23| offense.
24 (e) Any servicenenber, as defined in s. 250.01, whose
25| nobile home registration has expired while he or she was
26| serving on active duty or state active duty shall not be
27| charged with a violation of this subsection if, at the tinme of
28| the offense, the servicenenber was serving on active duty or
29| state active duty 35 miles or nore fromthe nobile home. The
30| servicenenber nust present to the departnment either a copy of
31| the official military orders or a witten verification signed
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by the servicenmenber's commandi ng officer to receive a waiver

of waiwve charges.

(f) The owner of a |eased notor vehicle is not
responsi ble for any penalty specified in this subsection if
the nmotor vehicle is registered in the nane of the | essee of
the nmotor vehicle.

(4)(a) In addition to a penalty provided in subsection
(3), a delinquent fee based on the follow ng schedul e of
license taxes shall be inposed on any applicant who fails to
renew a registration prior to the end of the nonth in which
renewal registration is due. The delinquent fee shall be
appl i ed beginning on the 11th cal endar day of the nonth
succeedi ng the renewal period. The delinquent fee does shat-
not apply to those vehicles that whieh have not been required
to be registered during the preceding registration period or
as provided in s. 320.18(2). The delinquent fee shall be
i rposed as foll ows:

1. License tax of $5 but not nore than $25: $5 flat.

2. License tax over $25 but not nore than $50: $10

flat.

3. License tax over $50 but not nore than $100: $15
flat.

4. License tax over $100 but not nore than $400: $50
flat.

5. License tax over $400 but not nore than $600: $100
flat.

6. License tax over $600 and up: $250 flat.

(b) A person who has been assessed a penalty pursuant
to s. 316.545(2)(b) for failure to have a valid vehicle
registration certificate is not subject to the delinquent fee
authorized by this subsection if such person obtains a valid

8

CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da Senate - 2007 SB 442
21-459-07 See HB

1| registration certificate within 10 worki ng days after such

2| penalty was assessed. The official receipt authorized by s.

3| 316.545(6) constitutes proof of payment of the penalty

4| authorized in s. 316.545(2)(b).

5 (c) The owner of a |eased notor vehicle is not

6| responsible for any delinquent fee specified in this

7| subsection if the motor vehicle is registered in the name of

8| the I essee of the notor vehicle.

9 (5) Any servicenenber, as defined in s. 250.01, whose
10| motor vehicle or nobile hone registration has expired while he
11| or she was serving on active duty or state active duty nmayr-
12| shal—be—-ablete renew his or her registration upon return
13| fromactive duty or state active duty without penalty, if the
14| servi cenenber served on active duty or state active duty 35
15| mles or nore fromthe servicenenber's home of record prior to
16| entering active duty or state active duty. The servicenenber
17| must provide to the departnent either a copy of the officia
18| mlitary orders or a witten verification signed by the
19| servicenenber's commandi ng of ficer to receive a waiver of
20| waiwve delinquent fees.

21 (6) Delinquent fees inposed under this section are

22| shal not be apportionable under the Internationa

23| Registration Pl an.

24 Section 5. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
25| 320.071, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

26 320. 071 Advance registration renewal; procedures.--

27 (1)(a) The owner of any notor vehicle or nobile hone
28| currently registered in this state may file an application for
29| renewal of registration with the departnent, or its authorized
30| agent in the county wherein the owner resides, any tine during
31| the 3 nonths preceding the date of expiration of the

9
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regi stration period. The reqgistration period may not exceed 27

nont hs.

Section 6. Subsections (1), (3), (4), (9), (12), and
(17) of section 328.72, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

328.72 Classification; registration; fees and charges;
surcharge; disposition of fees; fines; marine turtle
stickers. --

(1) VESSEL REQ STRATI ON FEE. --Vessel s that are
required to be registered shall be classified for registration
pur poses according to the foll owing schedule, and the
registration certificate fee shall be in the foll ow ng
anount s:

Class A-1--Less than 12 feet in length, and all canoes
to which propul sion notors have been attached, regardl ess of
Length. . ... $3.50 for each

12-nont h period regqgistered.

Class A-2--12 feet or nore and |l ess than 16 feet in

for each 12-nonth period reqistered.

(To county).......... 2.85 for each 12-nonth period registered.

Class 1--16 feet or nore and |l ess than 26 feet in

for each 12-nonth period reqistered.

(To county).......... 8.85 for each 12-nonth period registered.

Class 2--26 feet or nore and |l ess than 40 feet in

for each 12-nonth period reqistered.

(To county)......... 32.85 for each 12-nonth period reqgistered.

Class 3--40 feet or nore and |l ess than 65 feet in

for each 12-nonth period reqistered.
10
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(To county)......... 56.85 for each 12-nonth period reqgistered.

Cl ass 4--65 feet or nore and |l ess than 110 feet in

L engt h. .o 98. 50

for each 12-nonth period registered.

(To county)......... 68.85 for each 12-nonth period reqgistered.
Class 5--110 feet or nmore in length.............. 122.50

for each 12-nonth period registered.

(To county)......... 86.85 for each 12-nonth period reqgistered.
Deal er registration certificate................... 16. 50

for each 12-nonth period reqistered.

The county portion of the vessel registration fee is derived
fromrecreational vessels only.
(3) ALIEN OR NONRESI DENT LI CENSE FEE. - - An additi ona

license fee of $50 for each 12-nonth period reqgistered shal

be required of all aliens or nonresidents of the state on al
vessel s not subject to a specific reciprocal agreenent with
anot her state, which vessels are used for commercial purposes
and owned in whole or in part by such aliens or nonresidents.
Such fee shall be in addition to the vessel registration fee
required by this section.

(4) TRANSFER OF OWNERSHI P,__REFUND OF REG STRATI ON

EEE. --

(a)l. Wen the ownership of a registered vesse
changes, an application for transfer of registration shall be
filed with the county tax collector by the new owner within 30
days with a fee of $3.25. The county tax collector shal
retain $2.25 of the fee and shall remt $1 to the departnent.
A+efunrd—rmaynot—beradefor—anyunrusedpoertien—of—=a

11
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2.{by If a vessel is an antique as defined in

subsection (2), the application shall be acconpanied by either

a certificate of title, a bill of sale and a registration, or
a bill of sale and an affidavit by the owner defending the
title fromall clains. The bill of sale nust contain a

conpl ete vessel description to include the hull identification

nunber and engi ne nunber, if appropriate; the year, nake, and
color of the vessel; the selling price; and the signatures of
the seller and purchaser

(b) Upon transfer or cancellation of a vesse

registration, there shall be no refund for any unused portion

of a registration period of less than 12 nonths. |f the

remai ni ng period of registration is nore than 12 nonths, the

regi stered owner may, upon application, receive a refund of

the 12-nmonth fee for reqgistration.

(9) SURCHARCE.--1n addition, there is hereby |evied

and i nposed on each vessel registration fee inposed under
subsection (1) a surcharge in the anount of $1 for each

12-nmonth period of registration, which shall be collected in

the sane manner as the fee and deposited into the State Agency
Law Enforcenent Radi o System Trust Fund of the Departnent of
Management Servi ces.

(12) REGQ STRATION. - -

(a) "Registration period" is a period of 12 nonths
during which a vessel registration is valid.

(b) Any vessel owner who is subject to registration

under subparagraph (c)1. is eligible for an extended

registration period that begins the first day of the birth

mont h of the owner and ends the | ast day of the nonth

i mmedi ately preceding the owner's birth nonth 24 nonths after

the beqginning of the registration period. If the vessel is
12
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1| registered in the name of nore than one person, the birth

2| nonth of the person whose nane first appears on the

3| registration shall be used to determ ne the extended

4| registration period. For a vessel subject to this extended

5| registration period, the renewal period is the 30-day period
6| ending at nidnight on the vessel owner's date of birth.

7

8

9

10 (c) The followi ng registration periods and renewa

11| periods are established:

12 1. For vessels owned by individuals, the registration
13| period begins the first day of the birth nmonth of the owner
14| and ends the last day of the nonth inmediately preceding the
15| owner's birth nmonth in the succeeding year. If the vessel is
16| registered in the name of nore than one person, the birth

17| month of the person whose nane first appears on the

18| registration shall be used to determ ne the registration

19| period. For a vessel subject to this registration period, the
20| renewal period is the 30-day period ending at m dnight on the
21| vessel owner's date of birth.

22 2. For vessels owned by conpani es, corporations,

23| governnental entities, and registrations issued to dealers and
24| manufacturers, the registration period begins July 1 and ends
25| June 30. The renewal period is the 30-day period beginning

26| June 1.

27 (17) RULES, FORMS, AND NOTI CES. - -

28 (a) The Departnment of Hi ghway Safety and NMbtor

29| Vehicles shall prescribe and provide suitable forns for

30| applications and other notices and forns necessary to

31| admi nister the provisions of this chapter.

13
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(b) The Departnment of Hi ghway Safety and Mot or

Vehicles shall adopt rules governing the processing of

applications for and paynents of refunds authorized under

subsection (4).

Section 7. This act shall take effect January 1, 2008.
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