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1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Florida Teachers Lead

3 Program Sti pend; anmending s. 1012.71, F.S.

4 extending the stipend to teachers of

5 preki ndergarten students in public schools and

6 public charter schools who are funded through

7 the Fl orida Education Finance Program

8 provi ding an effective date.

9

10| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

11

12 Section 1. Section 1012.71, Florida Statutes, is

13| amended to read:

14 1012.71 The Florida Teachers Lead Program Stipend. - -
15 (1) Funding for the Florida Teachers Lead Program
16| Stipend shall be as determined by the Legislature in the

17| General Appropriations Act. Funds appropriated for the Florida
18| Teachers Lead Program Stipend are provided to purchase

19| classroom materials and supplies used in the instruction of
20| students in prekindergarten kinrdergarten through grade 12 of
21| the public school systemwho are funded fromthe Florida
22| Education Finance Program including public charter schools.
23| Fromthe funds appropriated, the Comr ssioner of Education
24| shall cal cul ate an anount for each school district by
25| prorating the total of each school district's share of the
26| total k22 unwei ghted FTE student enroll ment.
27 (2) Fromthe funds allocated to each district, the
28| district school board shall calculate an identical anmpunt for
29| each classroomteacher which is his or her proportionate share
30| of the ampbunt allocated to the district for the total numnber
31| of teachers in the district, including teachers in public
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charter schools. A job-share classroomteacher nay receive a

prorated share of the ampunt provided to a full-tinme classroom

teacher. The district school board and each charter schoo

board shall provide the funds no | ater than Septenber 30 of
each year directly to each teacher as a stipend to purchase,

on behalf of the school district or charter school, classroom

mat erials and supplies to be used in the instruction of
students assigned to the teacher. Each teacher shall have sol e
di scretion regardi ng which classroom materials and supplies
best neet the needs of the students, when they are needed, and
where they are acquired. The funds expended by i ndividua
teachers shall not be subject to state or |ocal conpetitive

bi ddi ng requi renents. Di sbursenent of Florida Teachers Lead
Program Sti pend funds directly to each teacher and to each

charter school shall conplete the school district's

expenditure of these funds.

(3) Each teacher shall sign a statenent acknow edgi ng
recei pt of the funds, agreeing to keep receipts to show the
expenditure of the funds used to purchase classroom nmaterials
and supplies for use in the instruction of the students
assigned to them and agreeing to return any unused funds by
the end of the regular school year. The statenment to be signed
and dated by each teacher for receipt of the Florida Teachers
Lead Program Stipend shall include the wording: "I, ...(Nane
of teacher)..., amenployed by the .... County District Schoo

Board or by the ( Charter School) as a full-tine

cl assroom teacher. | acknow edge that Florida Teachers Lead
Program Sti pend funds are appropriated by the Legislature for
the sol e purpose of purchasing classroomnaterials and
supplies to be used in the instruction of students assigned to

me. In accepting custody of these funds, | agree to keep
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receipts for all expenditures. | understand that if | do not
keep recei pts showi ng these funds were spent to purchase

cl assroom materials and supplies for use with my students, it
will be ny personal responsibility to pay any federal taxes
due on these funds. | also agree to return any unused funds to
the district school board at the end of the regular schoo

year for deposit into the School Advisory Council account of
the school at which | was enployed at the tinme of the receipt

of the funds or for deposit into the district's teacher |ead

program account of the district in which the charter school is

sponsored, as applicable."

(4) Florida Teachers Lead Program Stipend funds shal
be provided to each teacher in addition to any other funds
appropriated for public school operations.

(5) Any unused funds that whieh are returned to the
district school board shall be deposited into the Schoo
Advi sory Council account of the school at which the teacher
returning the funds was enployed at the tine of the receipt of

the funds or for deposit into the district's teacher |ead

program account of the district in which the charter school is

sponsored, as applicabl e.

(6) For purposes of this section, the term"classroom
teacher" includes certified teachers enployed by a public

school district or a public charter school on or before

Septenber 1 of each year whose full-tinme or job-share jeb
responsibility is the classroominstruction of students in
preki nder garten kinrdergarten through grade 12, including anrd
full-time nedia specialists and gui dance counsel ors who serve
students in prekindergarten kindergarten through grade 12 who

are funded through the Florida Education Finance Program A

job-share classroomteacher is defined as two teachers whose
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conmbined full-tinme equivalent enploynent for the same teaching

assignment equals one full-tinme classroomteacher. Only schoo

district and public charter school personnel enployed in these

positions are eligible for the classroom nmaterials and supply
stipend from funds appropriated to inplenment the provisions of
this section.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007.
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