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l. Summary:

This bill would require that conflict resolution management, including peer mediation, be
included within each school district’ s required character development program.

This bill amends section 1003.42 of the Florida Statutes.
Present Situation:

Section 1003.42, F.S. includes elements of curriculum instruction in multiple content areas that
must be taught in public schools. Those elements include, among others, civics and government,
historical facts related to the Holocaust, African Americans, Native Americans, the principal s of
agriculture, the study of women’s contributions and those of the Hispanic community to the
United States, and character devel opment.

In particular, each school district is required to adopt a character development curriculum to
include such topics as honesty, charity, self-control, racial, ethnic, and religious tolerance, and
cooperation, and must submit the program to the Florida Department of Education (DOE) for
approval.* Also, the DOE Office of Safe and Drug Free Schools provides best practices from
district developed school safety plans, many of which include district required training in conflict
resolution as a part of their master inservice plan.?

15.1003.42(2)(s), F.S.
See http://www.firn.edu/doe/besss/safe passage/2004pdf/2004brevard.pdf
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The DOE Office of Safe and Drug Free Schools posts numerous links on its website to provide
resources and support for students and teachers in several areas relevant to conflict resolution.’
Included on this site are materials devel oped by the University of Florida under afederally
funded grant.* These materials can be purchased by local school districts using state Safe and
Drug Free Schools funding® or other appropriate funding sources.®

II. Effect of Proposed Changes:

This bill requires that conflict resolution management, including peer mediation, be included
within existing district-adopted character development programs. Because the topics of self-
control, racial, ethnic, and religious tolerance, and cooperation are integral to conflict resolution
and peer mediation, districts would have to make only minor, if any, adjustments to their adopted
curriculum.

V. Constitutional Issues:

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:

None.

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:
None.

C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.

V. Economic Impact and Fiscal Note:

A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.

B. Private Sector Impact:
None.

C. Government Sector Impact:

There would be aminimal cost to school districts for incorporating conflict resolution
and peer mediation into the character development curriculum.

3 http://www.firn.edu/doe/besss/links.html

* http://education.uf| .edu/web/?pid=305

® The 2006 L egislature appropriated $75,350,000 for Safe Schools. Each district is guaranteed $50,000 and the remaining
funds are distributed based on a combination of the Florida Crime Index provided by the Florida Department of Law
Enforcement and the district share of student enrollment.

® http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osdfs/programs.html - This site includes information on local and state block grants.




BILL: CS/SB 468 Page 3

VI. Technical Deficiencies:
None.

VILI. Related Issues:
None.

This Senate Professional Staff Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’ sintroducer or the Florida Senate.
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VIIl.  Summary of Amendments:

None.

This Senate Professional Staff Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’ sintroducer or the Florida Senate.




