Fl ori da Senate - 2007 SB 474
By Senator Hil

1- 1A- 07
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to pardons; creating the "Rosa
3 Parks Act"; creating s. 940.035, F.S.
4 authorizing the Board of Executive Clenmency to
5 grant a full pardon to a person convicted of
6 protesting or challenging a state | aw or
7 muni ci pal ordi nance the purpose of which was to
8 mai ntain raci al segregation or racia
9 di scrim nation of individuals; providing
10 application procedures; requiring the Parole
11 Commi ssion to notify the state attorney of the
12 circuit where the violation occurred within a
13 specified tine; requiring that the pardon be
14 granted unless the state attorney files an
15 objection with the conmm ssion on the grounds
16 that the conviction did not result froma
17 violation of a |law or ordi nance the purpose of
18 which was to maintain racial segregation or
19 raci al discrimnation of individuals; requiring
20 a hearing if the state attorney files an
21 obj ection; providing that a person who receives
22 a full pardon under the act is not required to
23 di scl ose the fact of the conviction or any
24 record or matter relating to the conviction
25 anmendi ng s. 940.05, F.S.; providing that a
26 person convicted of protesting or chall enging
27 | aws or ordi nances the purpose of which was to
28 mai ntain raci al segregation or racia
29 discrimnation of individuals is entitled to
30 the restoration of all rights of citizenship
31 enj oyed by the person before the conviction if
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the person has received a full pardon fromthe
Board of Executive Cl enmency; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. This act may be cited as the "Rosa Parks

Act . "
Section 2. Section 940.035, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

940. 035 Pardons for convictions under segregationi st

| aws _or_ ordi nances. - -

(1)(a) Upon application to the Parole Commi ssion, the

Board of Executive Clenmency may grant a full pardon to any

person convicted of protesting or challenging a state |law or

muni ci pal _ordi nance the purpose of which was to nmmintain

racial _segregation or racial discrimnation of individuals. |f

the convicted person is deceased, an application may be filed

by a person who can show | egal authority to act on behalf of

the deceased person.

(b) The Parole Commi ssion shall notify the state

attorney of the circuit where the violation occurred no |ater

than 30 days after the date the application for a pardon is

filed with the conmm ssion. The Board of Executive Clenency

shall grant the pardon within 60 days after the application is

filed unless the state attorney files an objection with the

comi ssion on _the grounds that the conviction did not result

froma violation of a |law or ordi nance the purpose of which

was to maintain racial segregation or racial discrimnation of

i ndi vi dual s.
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1 (c) If the state attorney objects, a hearing shall be
2| scheduled within 60 days after the filed objection. The state
3| attorney shall provide notice of the hearing to all interested
4| parties.

5 (2) Notwithstanding subsection (1), the Board of

6| Executive O enmency shall grant a pardon to a convicted person
7| who files a sworn affidavit with the board stating that he or
8| she was convicted of protesting or challenging a state |aw or
9| nunicipal ordinance the purpose of which was to maintain

10| racial segregation or racial discrimnation of individuals. If
11| the information in the affidavit is later found to be false,
12| the pardon is void.

13 (3) A person who has received a full pardon under this
14| section is not required to disclose the fact of the conviction
15| or any record or matter relating to the conviction.

16 Section 3. Section 940.05, Florida Statutes, is

17| amended to read:

18 940.05 Restoration of civil rights.--

19 (1) Any person who has been convicted of a felony may
20| be entitled to the restoration of all the rights of

21| citizenship enjoyed by himor her prior to conviction if the
22| person has:

23 (a6 Received a full pardon fromthe board of

24| pardons;

25 (b)Y Served the maxi mumterm of the sentence inposed
26| upon himor her; or

27 (c)€63> Been granted his or her final release by the

28| Parol e Conmi ssion.

29 (2) Any person who has been convicted of protesting or
30| challenging a state |l aw or nunicipal ordinance the purpose of
31| which was to maintain racial segregation or racia
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1| discrimination of individuals is entitled to the restoration
2| of all rights of citizenship enjoyed by the person before the
3| conviction if the person has received a full pardon fromthe
4| Board of Executive Clenency.
5 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becomng a
6| I aw.
7
8 Rk S R I R O O R I R
9 SENATE SUMVARY
10 Creates the "Rosa Parks Act." Provides that the Board of
Executive Clenmency may grant a full pardon to a person
11 convicted of protesting or challenging a state | aw or
muni ci pal ordi nance the purpose of which was to nmmintain
12 raci al segregation or racial discrimnation of
i ndi viduals. Requires the Parole Comrission to notify the
13 state attorney of the circuit where the violation
occurred within a specified time. Requires that the
14 pardon be granted unless the state attorney files an
obj ection with the commi ssion on the grounds that the
15 conviction did not result froma violation of a |aw or
ordi nance the purpose of which was to maintain racia
16 segregation or racial discrimnation of individuals.
Requires a hearing if the state attorney files an
17 obJect|on. Provi des that person convicted of Protest|ng
chal | engi ng | aws or ord|nances the purpose of which
18 was to maintarn racial segregation or racia
di scrimnation of individuals is entitled to the
19 restoration of all rights of citizenship enLoyed by the
erson before the conviction if the person has received a
20 ull pardon fromthe Board of Execut|ve Cl enency.
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