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Fl ori da Senate - 2007 SB 496

By Senator Saunders

37-379-07
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to | aw enforcenent and
correctional officers; anending s. 943.13,
F.S.; requiring certain applicants for
enpl oynment to conplete a recertification
course; anending s. 943.131, F.S.; conformng
provi si ons; reenacting s. 943.1395, F.S.
relating to certification of such officers, to
i ncorporate the anendnents nmade to s. 943. 13,
F.S., in a reference thereto; providing an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (9) of section 943.13, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:
943.13 O ficers' mninmumqualifications for enploynent
or appointnment.--On or after October 1, 1984, any person
enpl oyed or appointed as a full-tine, part-tine, or auxiliary
| aw enforcenment officer or correctional officer; on or after
October 1, 1986, any person enployed as a full-tineg,
part-tinme, or auxiliary correctional probation officer; and on
or after October 1, 1986, any person enployed as a full-tine,
part-tinme, or auxiliary correctional officer by a private
entity under contract to the Departnment of Corrections, to a
county conmi ssion, or to the Departnment of Managenent Services
shal | :
(9) Conplete a comn ssion-approved basic recruit
trai ning programfor the applicable crinminal justice
di sci pline, unless exenpt under this subsection
(a) An applicant who has:
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l. {2 Conpleted a conparable basic recruit training
program for the applicable crimnal justice discipline in
anot her state or for the Federal Government; and

2. by Served as a full-tinme sworn officer in another
state or for the Federal Governnent for at |east 1 year
provi ded there is no nore than an 8-year break in enploynment,
as neasured fromthe separation date of the npbst recent
qual i fying enploynment to the tinme a conplete application is

submtted for an exenption under this section,

is exenpt in accordance with s. 943.131(2) from conpleting the
conmmi ssi on- approved basic recruit training program

(b) However, an applicant who has a break in

enpl oynent _of nore than 8 years and who ot herw se neets the

requirenents of this section nust conplete a 120-hour

recertification course that enphasizes firearns training and a

review of the applicable laws of this state. Such course may

be conducted by the hiring agency.
Section 2. Subsection (2) of section 943.131, Florida

Statutes, is amended to read:

943.131 Tenporary enploynment or appoi ntment; mininmum
basic recruit training exenption.--

(2)(a) |If an applicant seeks an exenption from
conpl eting a conm ssi on-approved basic recruit training
program the enploying agency nust verify that the applicant
has successfully conpleted a conmparable basic recruit training
program for the discipline in which the applicant is seeking
certification in another state or for the Federal Governnent.
Further, the enploying agency nust verify that the applicant
has served as a full-tine sworn officer in another state or
for the Federal Governnment for at |least 1 year provided there
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is no nmore than an 8-year break in enploynent, as neasured
fromthe separation date of the npost recent qualifying
enpl oynment to the tine a conplete application is submitted for

an exenption under this section. |f there has been nore than

an_8-year break in enploynent, the applicant nust conply with

the requirenents of s. 943.13(9)(b).

(b) When the enploying agency obtains witten

docunent ation regarding the applicant's crimnal justice
experience, the docunentation nust be submitted to the
commi ssi on. The comn ssion shall adopt rules that establish
criteria and procedures to deternmine if the applicant is
exenpt from conpl eting the comi ssi on-approved basic recruit
trai ni ng program and, upon neking a deternination, shal
notify the enpl oying agency. An applicant who is exenpt from
conpl eting the comm ssi on-approved basic recruit training
program nmust denonstrate proficiency in the high-liability
areas, as defined by conmmi ssion rule, and must conplete the
requi renents of s. 943.13(10) within 1 year after receiving an
exenption. If the proficiencies and requirenents of s.
943.13(10) are not nmet within the 1 year, the applicant nust
conpl ete a comm ssi on-approved basic recruit training program
as required by the conmmi ssion by rule. Except as provided in
subsection (1), before the enpl oying agency may enpl oy or
appoint the applicant as an officer, the applicant nust neet
the m nimum qualifications described in s. 943.13(1)-(8), and
must fulfill the requirenments of s. 943.13(10).

Section 3. For the purpose of incorporating the
anmendnents nmade by this act to section 943.13, Florida
Statutes, in a reference thereto, section 943.1395, Florida

Statutes, is reenacted to read:
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943.1395 Certification for enploynment or appointnent;
concurrent certification; reenploynent or reappointnent;
i nactive status; revocation; suspension; investigation.--

(3) Any certified officer who has separated from
enpl oynment or appoi ntnment and who i s not reenployed or
reappoi nted by an enploying agency within 4 years after the
date of separation must neet the mnimum qualifications
described in s. 943.13, except for the requirement found in s.
943.13(9). Further, such officer nmust conplete any training
required by the commi ssion by rule. Any such officer who is
not reenployed or reappointed by an enpl oying agency within 8
years after the date of separation nust neet the mninmum
qualifications described in s. 943.13, to include the
requi rement of s. 943.13(9).

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Revi ses provisions relating to training requirenments for
aPP!icants for certain | aw enforcenent and correctiona
of ficer positions. Requires apﬁllcants with prior

experi ence who have had a break in enpl oynent of nore
than 8 years to conplete a recertification course.

4

CODI NG Words st+r+eken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




