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Fl orida Senate - 2007 SB 50
By Senator Aronberg

27- 109A- 07
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to the relief of Alan Jerone
Crot zer; providing an appropriation to
conpensate Al an Jerone Crotzer for w ongful
i mpri sonment and for being a victimof a
m scarriage of justice; directing the Chief
Financial Oficer to draw a warrant; requiring
the purchase of an annuity; providing for the
wai ver of specified tuition and fees; providing
conditions for paynent; providing |egislative

intent; providing an effective date.

VWHEREAS, in 1982, Alan Jerone Crotzer was convicted in
Hi Il sborough County, Florida, of rape, robbery, and
ki dnappi ng, and was sentenced to 130 years in prison, and

WHEREAS, Al an Jerome Crotzer nmay al so be known as Allen
Jeronme Crotzer in the crimnal pleadings of this case, and

WHEREAS, after serving nore than 24 and 1/2 years in
prison, during which tinme he diligently naintained his
i nnocence, Alan Jeronme Crotzer has been fully exonerated
t hrough DNA tests, and

VWHEREAS, an order of the circuit court, entered on the
notion of the state attorney, has judicially established the
fact that Alan Jerome Crotzer should not have been
i ncarcerated since he was innocent of the crimes for which he
was prosecuted, and

WHEREAS, DNA testing of evidence has irrefutably
excl uded Al an Jerone Crotzer as the person who conmmitted the
crinmes for which he was convicted, and

WHEREAS, considering the totality of the circunstances,
equity and justice require that this mscarriage of justice
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shoul d be addressed by the Legislature of the State of
Fl ori da, NOW THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. The facts stated in the preanble to this

act _are found and declared to be true.

Section 2. There is appropriated fromthe Genera

Revenue Fund the sumof $1.25 nillion to the Departnent of

Fi nanci al Services under the conditions provided in this act.

Section 3. The Chief Financial O ficer is directed to

draw a warrant in the sumof $1.25 million for the purposes

provided in this act.

Section 4. The Departnent of Financial Services shal

pay the funds appropriated under this act to an insurance

conpany or other financial institution adnitted and authorized

to issue annuity contracts in this state and sel ected by Al an

Jerone Crotzer for the purchase of the annuity. The Departnent

of Financial Services shall execute all necessary agreenents

to inplenent this act.

Section 5. Tuition and fees for Alan Jerone Crotzer

shall be waived for up to a total of 120 hours of instruction

at_any career center established pursuant to s. 1001. 44,

Florida Statutes, at any conmmunity coll ege established under

part |11 of chapter 1004, Florida Statutes, or any state

university. For any educational benefit nade, Al an Jerone

Crotzer _shall neet and mmintain the reqular adni ssion

requirenents of, and be registered at, such career center

community college, or state university and nmake satisfactory

acadenic progress as defined by the educational institution in

which the claimant is enroll ed.
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Section 6. The Chief Financial Oficer shall purchase

the annuity as required by this act upon delivery by Al an

Jerone Crotzer to the Chief Financial Oficer, the Departnent

of Financial Services, the President of the Senate, and the

Speaker of the House of Representatives of all of the

fol |l owi ng:
(1)  An executed rel ease and waiver on behalf of Al an

Jerone Crotzer and his heirs, successors, and assigns forever

rel easing the State of Florida and any agency,

instrunentality, officer, enployee, or political subdivision

thereof or any other entity subject to the provisions of s.

768.28, Florida Statutes, fromany and all present or future

clainms or declaratory relief that the clainmant, or his heirs,

successors, or assigns, may have agai nst such enunerated

entities and arising out of the factual situation in

connection with the conviction for which conpensation is

awar ded. However, declaratory action to obtain judicia

expungenent of Alan Jerone Crotzer's judicial and executive

branch records as otherw se provided by |law is not prohibited

by this act.

(2) An order fromthe court having jurisdiction over

the legal claimfiled by Alan Jerone Crotzer and his parents

whi ch dismisses the claimwi th prejudice.

Section 7. The Legislature may not be deened by this

act to have waived any defense of sovereign inmunity or to

have increased the linits of liability on behalf of the state

or any person or entity subject to the provisions of s.

768.28, Florida Statutes, or any other |aw.

Section 8. This award is intended to provide the sole

conpensation for any and all present and future clains _arising

out of the factual situation in connection with Al an Jerone
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1| Crotzer's conviction and inprisonnent, and the state may not

2| make any further award for attorney's fees, |obbying fees,

3| costs, or other similar expenses.

4 Section 9. This act shall take effect upon becomng a

5[ I aw.
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8 SENATE SUMVARY

9 Provi des an appropriation out of funds in the State
Treasury to conpensate Al an Jerone Crotzer for w ongful

10 i nprisonnent. Provides for the purchase of an annuity.
Provides for the waiver of tuition and fees for M.

11 Crotzer under certain conditions. Provides that the
conpensati on awarded under the act is the sole

12 conpensation for clains arising in connection with the

13 conviction and inprisonnent of M. Crotzer
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