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1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to professional sports

3 franchi ses; anmending s. 288.1162, F.S.

4 provi di ng an exception to a provision

5 prohi biting certain persons who have previously

6 recei ved funding fromreceiving additiona

7 funds; increasing the nunber of facilities that

8 may be certified as facilities for certain new

9 or retained professional sports franchises;

10 authorizing an additional certification of a

11 facility for a specified Maj or League Basebal

12 franchi se; providing that a franchise that

13 continues to occupy a facility that was

14 concurrently occupied by two professiona

15 sports franchi ses shall be deemed the franchise

16 that fornmed the basis of the previous

17 certification; providing an effective date.

18

19| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
20
21 Section 1. Paragraph (h) of subsection (4) and
22| subsections (7) and (9) of section 288.1162, Florida Statutes,
23| are anended, and subsection (10) is added to that section, to
24| read:
25 288.1162 Professional sports franchises; spring
26| training franchises; duties.--
27 (4) Prior to certifying an applicant as a "facility
28| for a new professional sports franchise" or a "facility for a
29| retained professional sports franchise," the Ofice of
30| Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnment nust deternine that:
31
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1 (h) An Ne applicant previously certified under any

2| provision of this section who has received fundi ng under such
3| certification is not shalH—be eligible for an additiona

4| certification,_ except as provided in subsections (9) and (10).
5 (7)(a) The Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econom c

6| Devel oprment shall notify the Department of Revenue of any

7| facility certified as a facility for a new professional sports
8| franchise or a facility for a retained professional sports

9| franchise or as a facility for a retained spring training

10| franchise. The Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic

11| Devel opnent shall certify no nore than nine elght facilities
12| as facilities for a new professional sports franchise or as
13| facilities for a retained professional sports franchise,

14| including in such total any facilities certified by the

15| Department of Commerce before July 1, 1996. The nunber of

16| facilities certified as a retained spring training franchise
17| shall be as provided in subsection (5). The office my nmake no
18| nore than one certification for any facility. The office may
19| not certify funding for |less than the requested anount to any
20| applicant certified as a facility for a retained spring

21| training franchise

22 (b) The eighth certification of an applicant under

23| this section as a facility for a new professional sports

24| franchise or a facility for a retained professional sports

25| franchise shall be for a franchise that is a nmenber of the

26| National Basketball Association, has been |ocated within the
27| state since 1987, and has not been previously certified. This
28| paragraph is repealed July 1, 2010.

29 (c) The ninth certification of an applicant under this
30| section as a facility for a new professional sports franchise
31| or a facility for a retained professional sports franchise
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shall be for a franchise that is a nenber of Mjor lLeagque

Basebal | and has been |located within the state since 1993.

(9) An applicant is not qualified for certification
under this section if the franchise fornmed the basis for a
previous certification- unless.
(a) The previous certification was wi thdrawn by the
facility or invalidated by the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and

Econom ¢ Devel opnment or the Departnent of Conmerce before any
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funds were distributed pursuant to s. 212.20; or—
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o

(b) The applicant will be the hone facility for a

=
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prof essi onal _sports franchise that served as the basis for

iy
N

certifvying a facility that was occupi ed by two franchises.

19| be—wade—untit—al—amunts—payable forthe first—eertifiecation
20| have—been—di-stributed—

21 (10) Notwithstanding any other provision of this

22| section, a franchise continuing to use a facility that was
23| concurrently occupied by two professional sports franchises
24| shall be deened the franchise fornming the basis of the

25| previous certification and the previous certification shal
26| continue to apply for the period permitted fromthe origina
27| date of certification.

28 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007
29

30

31
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2 SENATE SUMVARY
3 Revi ses provisions for professional sports franchises to
all ow certain persons 0o have received funding for a
4 facility for a professional sports franchise to receive
5| That may be GortiTied & ract!ities Tor profees onal -
¥ hi ses and aut hori zes an addi?iona
6 igﬁ{}?icgﬁpgn for a Major League Basebal | franchise,
Provides that certain franchises are deenmed the basis for
7 specific prior certifications. (See bill for details.)
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