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By Senator Bennett
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1 A Dbill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the protection of

3 seagrasses; amending s. 253.04, F.S.; providing

4 that carel ess operation of a vessel outside a

5 mar ked channel which causes propeller scarring

6 is acivil infraction; defining the terns

7 “propeller scarring" and "seagrasses"

8 providing that willful or wanton operation of a

9 vessel outside a marked channel which causes

10 propell er scarring is a first-degree

11 m sdenmeanor; providing that refusal to post

12 bond or sign a boating citation is a

13 second- degree ni sdenmeanor; requiring that civi

14 penal ties collected for the carel ess operation

15 of a vessel be deposited into the Interna

16 | mprovenent Trust Fund and used for specified

17 purposes; anending s. 327.73, F.S.; providing

18 civil penalities; providing an effective date

19
20| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
21
22 Section 1. Present subsections (4), (5), (6), and (7)
23| of section 253.04, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as
24| subsections (5), (6), (7), and (8), respectively, and a new
25| subsection (4) is added to that section, to read:
26 253.04 Duty of board to protect, etc., state |ands;
27| state may join in any action brought.--
28 (4)(a) Any person operating a vessel outside a
29| lawfully marked channel in a careless manner so as to cause
30| propeller scarring conmmits a civil infraction, punishable as
31| provided in s. 327.73, except as provided in paragraph (b).
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1| Each violation is a separate offense. As used in this

2| subsection, the term

3 1. "Propeller scarring” neans damage caused by the

4| operation of a vessel in waters supporting seagrasses,

5| resulting in the destruction of roots, shoots, or stems of

6| seagrass plants, which causes denuding of vegetation in tracks
7| of sedinent commonly referred to as prop-scars or propeller

8| scars.

9 2. "Seagrasses" neans Cuban shoal grass (Hal odule

10| wightii), turtle grass (Thal assia testudi num, nmanatee grass

11 ((Syringodiumfiliforne), star agrass (Hal ophila engel mannii),

12| paddl e drass (Hal ophil a decipiens), Johnson's seadrass

13 |(Hal ophil a johnsonii), or wi dgeon grass (Ruppia maritim).

14 (b) Any person who willfully or wantonly operates a

15| vessel outside a lawfully marked channel in _a nmanner so as to

16| cause propeller scarring commts a nisdeneanor of the first

17| degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

18 (c) Any violation of this subsection is a violation of

19| the boating laws of this state and shall be charged on a

20| uniformboating citation as provided in s. 327.74. Any person

21| who refuses to post a bond or accept and sign a uniform

22| boating citation commits a m sdeneanor of the second degree as
23| provided in s. 327.73(3), punishable as provided in s. 775.082
24| or_s. 775.083.

25 (d) Al civil penalties inposed and collected pursuant

26| to this subsection shall be deposited into the Interna

27| lLnprovenent Trust Fund and used solely to inplenent,

28| adm ni ster, and enforce this subsection; provide for seagrass

29| restoration; and conduct a programto educate vessel operators

30| about the need to protect seagrasses from damage caused by the

31| operation of vessels.
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1 Section 2. Paragraph (x) is added to subsection (1) of
2| section 327.73, Florida Statutes, and subsection (8) of that
3| section is anended, to read:

4 327.73 Noncrimnal infractions.--

5 (1) Violations of the follow ng provisions of the

6| vessel laws of this state are noncrimnminal infractions:

7 (x) Section 253.04(4)(a), relating to carelessly

8| causing propeller scarring, for which the civil penalty is:

9 1. Fifty dollars upon conviction for a first offense;
10 2. Two hundred and fifty dollars upon conviction for a
11| second offense occurring within 12 nonths after a prior
12| conviction;

13 3. Five hundred dollars upon conviction for a third
14| offense occurring within 36 nonths after a prior conviction
15 4. One thousand dollars upon conviction for a fourth
16| or subsequent offense.

17

18| Any person cited for a violation of any such provision shal
19| be deenmed to be charged with a noncrimnal infraction, shal
20| be cited for such an infraction, and shall be cited to appear
21| before the county court. The civil penalty for any such

22| infraction is $50, except as otherw se provided in this

23| section. Any person who fails to appear or otherw se properly
24| respond to a uniform boating citation shall, in addition to
25| the charge relating to the violation of the boating | aws of
26| this state, be charged with the offense of failing to respond
27| to such citation and, upon conviction, be guilty of a

28| m sdeneanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s.
29| 775.082 or s. 775.083. Awitten warning to this effect shal
30| be provided at the tinme such uniformboating citation is

31| issued.
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1 (8) Except as otherwise provided in s. 253.04(4)(d),

2| all fees and civil penalties assessed and col | ected pursuant

3| to this section shall be renmitted by the clerk of the court to

4| the Departnment of Revenue to be deposited into the Mrine

5| Resources Conservation Trust Fund for boating safety education

6| purposes.

7 Section 3. This act shall take effect October 1, 2007

8

9 Kk ok ko ko ok ko ko ko ko kR ko kK ko kR kK kR kK kK Kk

10 SENATE SUMVARY

11 Provi des for the protection of seagrasses. Provides
enalties for damagi ng seagrasses or refusing to post

12 ond or sign a boating citation. Provides for deposit of

13 civil penalties into the Internal |nprovenent Trust Fund.
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