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(LATE FILED) HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HB 7077
Amendment No.
CHAMBER ACTION

Senate House

Representative (s) Reagan offered the following:

Substitute Amendment for Amendment (695989) (with title
amendment)

Remove everything after the enacting clause, and insert:
Section 1. Paragraph (h) of subsection (7) of section
163.01, Florida Statutes, as amended by chapter 2007-1, Laws of

Florida, is amended to read:

163.01 Florida Interlocal Cooperation Act of 1969.--

(7)

(h)1. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (c), any
separate legal entity consisting of an alliance, as defined in
S. 395.106(2) (a), created pursuant to this paragraph and
controlled by and whose members consist of eligible entities
comprised of special districts created pursuant to a special act

and having the authority to own or operate one or more hospitals
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licensed in this state or hospitals licensed in this state that
are owned, operated, or funded by a county or municipality, for
the purpose of providing property insurance coverage as defined
in s. 395.106(2) (b)4e), for such eligible entities, may exercise
all powers under this subsection in connection with borrowing
funds for such purposes, including, without limitation, the
authorization, issuance, and sale of bonds, notes, or other
obligations of indebtedness. Borrowed funds, including, but not
limited to, bonds issued by such alliance shall be deemed issued
on behalf of such eligible entities that enter into loan
agreements with such separate legal entity as provided in this
paragraph.

2. Any such separate legal entity shall have all the
powers that are provided by the interlocal agreement under which
the entity is created or that are necessary to finance, operate,
or manage the alliance's property insurance coverage program.
Proceeds of bonds, notes, or other obligations issued by such an
entity may be loaned to any one or more eligible entities. Such
eligible entities are authorized to enter into loan agreements
with any separate legal entity created pursuant to this
paragraph for the purpose of obtaining moneys with which to
finance property insurance coverage or claims. Obligations of
any eligible entity pursuant to a loan agreement as described in
this paragraph may be validated as provided in chapter 75.

3. Any bonds, notes, or other obligations to be issued or
incurred by a separate legal entity created pursuant to this
paragraph shall be authorized by resolution of the governing

body of such entity and bear the date or dates; mature at the
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time or times, not exceeding 30 years from their respective
dates; bear interest at the rate or rates, which may be fixed or
vary at such time or times and in accordance with a specified
formula or method of determination; be payable at the time or
times; be in the denomination; be in the form; carry the
registration privileges; be executed in the manner; be payable
from the sources and in the medium of payment and at the place;
and be subject to redemption, including redemption prior to
maturity, as the resolution may provide. The bonds, notes, or
other obligations may be sold at public or private sale for such
price as the governing body of the separate legal entity shall
determine. The bonds may be secured by such credit enhancement,
if any, as the governing body of the separate legal entity deems
appropriate. The bonds may be secured by an indenture of trust
or trust agreement. In addition, the governing body of the
separate legal entity may delegate, to such officer or official
of such entity as the governing body may select, the power to
determine the time; manner of sale, public or private;
maturities; rate or rates of interest, which may be fixed or may
vary at such time or times and in accordance with a specified
formula or method of determination; and other terms and
conditions as may be deemed appropriate by the officer or
official so designated by the governing body of such separate
legal entity. However, the amounts and maturities of such bonds,
the interest rate or rates, and the purchase price of such bonds
shall be within the limits prescribed by the governing body of

such separate legal entity in its resolution delegating to such
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officer or official the power to authorize the issuance and sale
of such bonds.

4. Bonds issued pursuant to this paragraph may be
validated as provided in chapter 75. The complaint in any action
to validate such bonds shall be filed only in the Circuit Court
for Leon County. The notice required to be published by s. 75.06
shall be published in Leon County and in each county in which an
eligible entity that is a member of an alliance is located. The
complaint and order of the circuit court shall be served only on
the State Attorney of the Second Judicial Circuit and on the
state attorney of each circuit in each county in which an
eligible entity receiving bond proceeds is located.

5. The accomplishment of the authorized purposes of a
separate legal entity created under this paragraph is deemed in
all respects for the benefit, increase of the commerce and
prosperity, and improvement of the health and living conditions
of the people of this state. Inasmuch as the separate legal
entity performs essential public functions in accomplishing its
purposes, the separate legal entity is not required to pay any
taxes or assessments of any kind upon any property acquired or
used by the entity for such purposes or upon any revenues at any
time received by the entity. The bonds, notes, and other
obligations of such separate legal entity, the transfer of and
income from such bonds, notes, and other obligations, including
any profits made on the sale of such bonds, notes, and other
obligations, are at all times free from taxation of any kind of
the state or by any political subdivision or other agency or

instrumentality of the state. The exemption granted in this
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paragraph does not apply to any tax imposed by chapter 220 on
interest, income, or profits on debt obligations owned by
corporations.

6. The participation by any eligible entity in an alliance
or a separate legal entity created pursuant to this paragraph
may not be deemed a waiver of immunity to the extent of
liability or any other coverage, and a contract entered
regarding such alliance is not required to contain any provision
for waiver.

Section 2. Paragraph (b) of subsection (4), paragraph (e)
of subsection (5), paragraph (b) of subsection (6), and
subsection (16) of section 215.555, Florida Statutes, as amended
by chapter 2007-1, Laws of Florida, are amended to read:

215.555 Florida Hurricane Catastrophe Fund.--

(4) REIMBURSEMENT CONTRACTS. --

(b)1. The contract shall contain a promise by the board to
reimburse the insurer for 45 percent, 75 percent, or 90 percent
of its losses from each covered event in excess of the insurer's
retention, plus 5 percent of the reimbursed losses to cover loss
adjustment expenses.

2. The insurer must elect one of the percentage coverage
levels specified in this paragraph and may, upon renewal of a
reimbursement contract, elect a lower percentage coverage level
if no revenue bonds issued under subsection (6) after a covered
event are outstanding, or elect a higher percentage coverage
level, regardless of whether or not revenue bonds are
outstanding. All members of an insurer group must elect the same

percentage coverage level. Any joint underwriting association,
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128| risk apportionment plan, or other entity created under s.
129 627.351 must elect the 90-percent coverage level.
130 3. The contract shall provide that reimbursement amounts
131 shall not be reduced by reinsurance paid or payable to the
132 insurer from other sources.
133 4. Notwithstanding any other provision contained in this
134 section, the board shall make available to insurers that

135| purchased coverage provided by this subparagraph partieipated in

136| 2006, insurers qualifying as limited apportionment companies

137| under s. 627.351(6) (c) whiech beganwriting property insuranee—in
138| 2664, and insurers that were approved to participate in 2006 or
139| that are approved in 2007 for the Insurance Capital Build-Up

140 Incentive Program pursuant to s. 215.5595, a contract or

141| contract addendum that provides an additional amount of

142 reimbursement coverage of up to $10 million. The premium to be
143 charged for this additional reimbursement coverage shall be 50
144| percent of the additional reimbursement coverage provided, which
145 shall include one prepaid reinstatement. The minimum retention
146| level that an eligible participating insurer must retain

147| associated with this additional coverage layer is 30 percent of
148 the insurer's surplus as of December 31, 2006. This coverage

149| shall be in addition to all other coverage that may be provided
150| under this section. The coverage provided by the fund under this
151| subsection shall be in addition to the claims-paying capacity as
152| defined in subparagraph (c)1., but only with respect to those
153| insurers that select the additional coverage option and meet the

154| requirements of this subsection. The claims-paying capacity with

155| respect to all other participating insurers and limited
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156| apportionment companies that do not select the additional
157| coverage option shall be limited to their reimbursement
158| premium's proportionate share of the actual claims-paying
159| capacity otherwise defined in subparagraph (c)l. and as provided
160 for under the terms of the reimbursement contract. Coverage
161| provided in the reimbursement contract will not be affected by
162| the additional premiums paid by participating insurers
163| exercising the additional coverage option allowed in this
164 subparagraph. This subparagraph expires on May 31, 2008.
165 (5) RETIMBURSEMENT PREMIUMS. --
166 (e) If Citizens Property Insurance Corporation assumes or
167| otherwise provides coverage for policies of an insurer placed in
168 liquidation under chapter 631 pursuant to s. 627.351(6), the
169| corporation may, pursuant to conditions mutually agreed to
170 between the corporation and the State Board of Administration,
171| obtain coverage for such policies under its contract with the
172 fund or accept an assignment of the liquidated insurer's
173 contract with the fund. If Citizens Property Insurance
174| Corporation elects to cover these policies under the
175 corporation's contract with the fund, it shall notify the board
176| of its insured values with respect to such policies within a
177| specified time mutually agreed to between the corporation and
178 the board, after such assumption or other coverage transaction,
179| and the fund shall treat such policies as having been in effect
180| as of June 30 of that year. In the event of an assignment, the
181 fund shall apply that contract to such policies and treat

182| Citizens Property Insurance Corporation as if the corporation

183| were the liquidated insurer for the remaining term of the
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contract, and the corporation shall have all rights and duties
of the liquidated insurer beginning on the date it provides
coverage for such policies, but the corporation is not subject
to any preexisting rights, liabilities, or duties of the
liquidated insurer. The assignment, including any unresolved
issues between the liquidated insurer and Citizens Property
Insurance Corporation under the contract, shall be provided for
in the liquidation order or otherwise determined by the court.
However, 1f a covered event occurs before the effective date of
the assignment, the corporation may not obtain coverage for such
policies under its contract with the fund and shall accept an
assignment of the liquidated insurer's contract as provided in
this paragraph. This paragraph expires—on June 12607

(6) REVENUE BONDS. --

(b) Emergency assessments.--

1. If the board determines that the amount of revenue
produced under subsection (5) is insufficient to fund the
obligations, costs, and expenses of the fund and the
corporation, including repayment of revenue bonds and that
portion of the debt service coverage not met by reimbursement
premiums, the board shall direct the Office of Insurance
Regulation to levy, by order, an emergency assessment on direct
premiums for all property and casualty lines of business in this
state, including property and casualty business of surplus lines
insurers regulated under part VIII of chapter 626, but not
including any workers' compensation premiums or medical
malpractice premiums. As used in this subsection, the term

"property and casualty business" includes all lines of business
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identified on Form 2, Exhibit of Premiums and Losses, in the
annual statement required of authorized insurers by s. 624.424
and any rule adopted under this section, except for those lines
identified as accident and health insurance and except for
policies written under the National Flood Insurance Program. The
assessment shall be specified as a percentage of direct written
premium and is subject to annual adjustments by the board in
order to meet debt obligations. The same percentage shall apply
to all policies in lines of business subject to the assessment
issued or renewed during the 12-month period beginning on the
effective date of the assessment.

2. A premium is not subject to an annual assessment under
this paragraph in excess of 6 percent of premium with respect to
obligations arising out of losses attributable to any one
contract year, and a premium is not subject to an aggregate
annual assessment under this paragraph in excess of 10 percent
of premium. An annual assessment under this paragraph shall
continue as long as the revenue bonds issued with respect to
which the assessment was imposed are outstanding, including any
bonds the proceeds of which were used to refund the revenue
bonds, unless adequate provision has been made for the payment
of the bonds under the documents authorizing issuance of the
bonds.

3. Emergency assessments shall be collected from
policyholders. Emergency assessments shall be remitted by
insurers as a percentage of direct written premium for the
preceding calendar quarter as specified in the order from the

Office of Insurance Regulation. The office shall verify the
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accurate and timely collection and remittance of emergency
assessments and shall report the information to the board in a
form and at a time specified by the board. Each insurer
collecting assessments shall provide the information with
respect to premiums and collections as may be required by the
office to enable the office to monitor and verify compliance
with this paragraph.

4. With respect to assessments of surplus lines premiums,
each surplus lines agent shall collect the assessment at the
same time as the agent collects the surplus lines tax required
by s. 626.932, and the surplus lines agent shall remit the
assessment to the Florida Surplus Lines Service Office created
by s. 626.921 at the same time as the agent remits the surplus
lines tax to the Florida Surplus Lines Service Office. The
emergency assessment on each insured procuring coverage and
filing under s. 626.938 shall be remitted by the insured to the
Florida Surplus Lines Service Office at the time the insured
pays the surplus lines tax to the Florida Surplus Lines Service
Office. The Florida Surplus Lines Service Office shall remit the
collected assessments to the fund or corporation as provided in
the order levied by the Office of Insurance Regulation. The
Florida Surplus Lines Service Office shall verify the proper
application of such emergency assessments and shall assist the
board in ensuring the accurate and timely collection and
remittance of assessments as required by the board. The Florida
Surplus Lines Service Office shall annually calculate the
aggregate written premium on property and casualty business,

other than workers' compensation and medical malpractice,
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procured through surplus lines agents and insureds procuring
coverage and filing under s. 626.938 and shall report the
information to the board in a form and at a time specified by
the board.

5. Any assessment authority not used for a particular
contract year may be used for a subsequent contract year. If,
for a subsequent contract year, the board determines that the
amount of revenue produced under subsection (5) is insufficient
to fund the obligations, costs, and expenses of the fund and the
corporation, including repayment of revenue bonds and that
portion of the debt service coverage not met by reimbursement
premiums, the board shall direct the Office of Insurance
Regulation to levy an emergency assessment up to an amount not
exceeding the amount of unused assessment authority from a
previous contract year or years, plus an additional 4 percent
provided that the assessments in the aggregate do not exceed the
limits specified in subparagraph 2.

6. The assessments otherwise payable to the corporation
under this paragraph shall be paid to the fund unless and until
the Office of Insurance Regulation and the Florida Surplus Lines
Service Office have received from the corporation and the fund a
notice, which shall be conclusive and upon which they may rely
without further inquiry, that the corporation has issued bonds
and the fund has no agreements in effect with local governments
under paragraph (c). On or after the date of the notice and
until the date the corporation has no bonds outstanding, the

fund shall have no right, title, or interest in or to the
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assessments, except as provided in the fund's agreement with the
corporation.

7. Emergency assessments are not premium and are not
subject to the premium tax, to the surplus lines tax, to any
fees, or to any commissions. An insurer is liable for all
assessments that it collects and must treat the failure of an
insured to pay an assessment as a failure to pay the premium. An
insurer is not liable for uncollectible assessments.

8. When an insurer is required to return an unearned
premium, it shall also return any collected assessment
attributable to the unearned premium. A credit adjustment to the
collected assessment may be made by the insurer with regard to
future remittances that are payable to the fund or corporation,
but the insurer is not entitled to a refund.

9. When a surplus lines insured or an insured who has
procured coverage and filed under s. 626.938 is entitled to the
return of an unearned premium, the Florida Surplus Lines Service
Office shall provide a credit or refund to the agent or such
insured for the collected assessment attributable to the
unearned premium prior to remitting the emergency assessment
collected to the fund or corporation.

10. The exemption of medical malpractice insurance
premiums from emergency assessments under this paragraph is
repealed May 31, 2008 2667, and medical malpractice insurance
premiums shall be subject to emergency assessments attributable
to loss events occurring in the contract years commencing on

June 1, 2008 266+.
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322 (16) TEMPORARY EMERGENCY OPTIONS FOR ADDITIONAL
323 COVERAGE. - -

324 (a) Findings and intent.--
325 1. The Legislature finds that:
326 a. Because of temporary disruptions in the market for

327 catastrophic reinsurance, many property insurers were unable to
328| procure reinsurance for the 2006 hurricane season with an

329| attachment point below the insurers' respective Florida

330| Hurricane Catastrophe Fund attachment points, were unable to
331 procure sufficient amounts of such reinsurance, or were able to
332| procure such reinsurance only by incurring substantially higher
333| costs than in prior years.

334 b. The reinsurance market problems were responsible, at
335 least in part, for substantial premium increases to many

336| consumers and increases in the number of policies issued by the
337| Citizens Property Insurance Corporation.

338 c. It is likely that the reinsurance market disruptions
339| will not significantly abate prior to the 2007 hurricane season.
340 2. It is the intent of the Legislature to create a

341 temporary emergency program, applicable to the 2007, 2008, and
342 2009 hurricane seasons, to address these market disruptions and
343| enable insurers, at their option, to procure additional coverage
344 from the Florida Hurricane Catastrophe Fund.

345 (b) Applicability of other provisions of this

346| section.--All provisions of this section and the rules adopted
347| under this section apply to the program created by this

348| subsection unless specifically superseded by this subsection.
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(c) Optional coverage.--For the contract year commencing
June 1, 2007, and ending May 31, 2008, the contract year
commencing June 1, 2008, and ending May 31, 2009, and the
contract year commencing June 1, 2009, and ending May 31, 2010,
the board shall offer for each of such years the optional
coverage as provided in this subsection.

(d) Additional definitions.--As used in this subsection,
the term:

1. "TEACO options" means the temporary emergency
additional coverage options created under this subsection.

2. "TEACO insurer" means an insurer that has opted to
obtain coverage under the TEACO options in addition to the
coverage provided to the insurer under its reimbursement
contract.

3. "TEACO reimbursement premium" means the premium charged
by the fund for coverage provided under the TEACO options.

4. "TEACO retention" means the amount of losses below
which a TEACO insurer is not entitled to reimbursement from the
fund under the TEACO option selected. A TEACO insurer's
retention options shall be calculated as follows:

a. The board shall calculate and report to each TEACO
insurer the TEACO retention multiples. There shall be three
TEACO retention multiples for defining coverage. Each multiple
shall be calculated by dividing $3 billion, $4 billion, or $5
billion by the total estimated mandatory FHCF TEACO

reimbursement premium assuming all insurers seleeted—that
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Lewl ; . ] . ] 11 4 ] ] :
a—gpeeifice PEACO—retentionmuttiplteoptionandhave selected the

90-percent coverage level.

b. The TEACO retention multiples as determined under sub-
subparagraph a. shall be adjusted to reflect the coverage level
elected by the insurer. For insurers electing the 90-percent
coverage level, the adjusted retention multiple is 100 percent
of the amount determined under sub-subparagraph a. For insurers
electing the 75-percent coverage level, the retention multiple
is 120 percent of the amount determined under sub-subparagraph
a. For insurers electing the 45-percent coverage level, the
adjusted retention multiple is 200 percent of the amount
determined under sub-subparagraph a.

c. An insurer shall determine its provisional TEACO
retention by multiplying its estimated mandatory FHCF
provisional—TEACO reimbursement premium by the applicable

adjusted TEACO retention multiple and shall determine its actual

TEACO retention by multiplying its actual mandatory FHCF FEEACO

reimbursement premium by the applicable adjusted TEACO retention
multiple.

d. For TEACO insurers who experience multiple covered
events causing loss during the contract year, the insurer's full
TEACO retention shall be applied to each of the covered events
causing the two largest losses for that insurer. For other
covered events resulting in losses, the TEACO option does not
apply and the insurer's retention shall be one-third of the full

retention as calculated under paragraph (2) (e).
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5. "TEACO addendum" means an addendum to the reimbursement
contract reflecting the obligations of the fund and TEACO
insurers under the program created by this subsection.

6. "FHCF" means the Florida Hurricane Catastrophe Fund.

(e) TEACO addendum.--

1. The TEACO addendum shall provide for reimbursement of
TEACO insurers for covered events occurring during the contract
year, in exchange for the TEACO reimbursement premium paid into
the fund under paragraph (f). Any insurer writing covered
policies has the option of choosing to accept the TEACO addendum
for any of the 3 contract years that the coverage is offered.

2. The TEACO addendum shall contain a promise by the board
to reimburse the TEACO insurer for 45 percent, 75 percent, or 90
percent of its losses from each covered event in excess of the
insurer's TEACO retention, plus 5 percent of the reimbursed
losses to cover loss adjustment expenses. The percentage shall
be the same as the coverage level selected by the insurer under
paragraph (4) (b).

3. The TEACO addendum shall provide that reimbursement
amounts shall not be reduced by reinsurance paid or payable to
the insurer from other sources.

4. The TEACO addendum shall also provide that the
obligation of the board with respect to all TEACO addenda shall
not exceed an amount equal to two times the difference between
the industry retention level calculated under paragraph (2) (e)
and the $3 billion, $4 billion, or $5 billion industry TEACO
retention level options actually selected, but in no event may

the board's obligation exceed the actual claims-paying capacity
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of the fund plus the additional capacity created in paragraph
(g). If the actual claims-paying capacity and the additional
capacity created under paragraph (g) fall short of the board's
obligations under the reimbursement contract, each insurer's
share of the fund's capacity shall be prorated based on the
premium an insurer pays for its mandatory mermal reimbursement
coverage and the premium paid for its optional TEACO coverage as
each such premium bears to the total premiums paid to the fund
times the available capacity.

5. The priorities, schedule, and method of reimbursements
under the TEACO addendum shall be the same as provided under
subsection (4).

6. A TEACO insurer's maximum reimbursement for a single

event shall be equal to the product of multiplying its mandatory

FHCF premium by the difference between its FHCF retention

multiple and its TEACO retention multiple under the TEACO option

selected and by the coverage selected under paragraph (4) (b),

plus an additional 5 percent for loss adjustment expenses. A

TEACO insurer's maximum reimbursement under the TEACO option

selected for a TEACO insurer's two largest events addendum shall

be twice its maximum reimbursement for a single event ealeuvlated
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(f) TEACO reimbursement premiums.--

1. Each TEACO insurer shall pay to the fund, in the manner
and at the time provided in the reimbursement contract for
payment of reimbursement premiums, a TEACO reimbursement premium
calculated as specified in this paragraph.

2. The TEACO reimbursement premiums shall be—ealevlated
] ; ] . ] NPT . .

Ll ; ] . 4} Al e
E.EE—AGG—G?HG'H.—"‘ 0

a= The insurer's industry TEACO reimbursement premium

associated with the $3 billion retention option shall wewld be

equal to 85 percent of a TEACO insurer's maximum reimbursement

for a single event as calculated under subparagraph (e)6. the

ieg ] he ind . ! ! el ; ;

n(2) (e 3+ NENEEY g o .
Tevel-

b~ The TEACO reimbursement premium associated with the $4
billion retention option shall weuld be equal to 80 percent of a
TEACO insurer's maximum reimbursement for a single event as
calculated under subparagraph (e)6. the difference betweenthe
nd . ] ] 1 er] . . n o (2) (o) .
&%&%ﬁ%ﬁm i i i 0

€~ The TEACO premium associated with the $5 billion

retention option shall wewld be equal to 75 percent of a TEACO

insurer's maximum reimbursement for a single event as calculated

under subparagraph (e)6. the difference betweenthe industry
retention tevel —ealtevlatedunder paragraph {2 te)—and—the S5
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33— Faeh—insurer'sTEACO premium shall beecaleulatedbased
on—its——shareof the total TEACO reimbursement premiums—based—-on
its—ecoverageselectionunder the TEACO addendum—

(g) Effect on claims-paying capacity of the fund.--For the
contract term commencing June 1, 2007, the contract year
commencing June 1, 2008, and the contract term beginning June 1,
2009, the program created by this subsection shall increase the
claims-paying capacity of the fund as provided in subparagraph
(4) (c)1. by an amount equal to two times the difference between
the industry retention level calculated under paragraph (2) (e)
and the $3 billion industry TEACO retention level specified in
sub-subparagraph (d)4.a. The additional capacity shall apply
only to the additional coverage provided by the TEACO option and
shall not otherwise affect any insurer's reimbursement from the
fund.

Section 3. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section
215.5595, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

215.5595 1Insurance Capital Build-Up Incentive Program. --

(2) The purpose of this section is to provide surplus
notes to new or existing authorized residential property
insurers under the Insurance Capital Build-Up Incentive Program
administered by the State Board of Administration, under the
following conditions:

(b) The insurer must contribute an amount of new capital
to its surplus which is at least equal to the amount of the
surplus note and must apply to the board by July 1, 2006. If an
insurer applies after July 1, 2006, but before June 1, 2007, the

amount of the surplus note is limited to one-half of the new
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capital that the insurer contributes to its surplus, except for

an insurer writing only manufactured housing policies, for which

the amount of the surplus note is equal to the amount of the new

capital that the insurer contributes to its surplus. For

purposes of this section, new capital must be in the form of
cash or cash equivalents as specified in s. 625.012(1).

Section 4. Subsection (1) of section 624.407, Florida
Statutes, as amended by chapter 2007-1, Laws of Florida, is
amended to read:

624 .407 Capital funds required; new insurers.--

(1) To receive authority to transact any one kind or
combinations of kinds of insurance, as defined in part V of this
chapter, an insurer applying for its original certificate of
authority in this state after the effective date of this section
shall possess surplus as to policyholders not less than the
greater of:

(a) Five million dollars for a property and casualty
insurer, or $2.5 million for any other insurer;

(b) For life insurers, 4 percent of the insurer's total
liabilities;

(c) For life and health insurers, 4 percent of the
insurer's total liabilities, plus 6 percent of the insurer's
liabilities relative to health insurance; or

(d) For all insurers other than life insurers and life and

health insurers, 10 percent of the insurer's total liabilities;

however, a domestic insurer that transacts residential property

insurance and is a wholly owned subsidiary of an insurer
736265
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544| domiciled autherized—to—do—business in any other state shall
545| possess surplus as to policyholders of at least $50 million, but
546| no insurer shall be required under this subsection to have
547 surplus as to policyholders greater than $100 million.
548 Section 5. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
549 624 .408, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
550 624 .408 Surplus as to policyholders required; new and
551| existing insurers.--
552 (1) (a) To maintain a certificate of authority to transact
553 any one kind or combinations of kinds of insurance, as defined
554| in part V of this chapter, an insurer in this state shall at all
555| times maintain surplus as to policyholders not less than the
556| greater of:
557 1. Except as provided in subparagraph 5. and paragraph
558 (b), $1.5 million;
559 2. For life insurers, 4 percent of the insurer's total
560 liabilities;
561 3. For life and health insurers, 4 percent of the
562| insurer's total liabilities plus 6 percent of the insurer's
563 liabilities relative to health insurance; or
564 4. For all insurers other than mortgage guaranty insurers,
565 life insurers, and life and health insurers, 10 percent of the
566| insurer's total liabilities.
567 5. For property and casualty insurers, $4 million;

568| however, a domestic insurer that transacts residential property

569| insurance and is a wholly owned subsidiary of an insurer

570| domiciled in any other state shall possess surplus as to

571| policyholders of at least $50 million.
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572 Section 6. Subsection (2) of section 626.9201, Florida
573 Statutes, is amended to read:
574 626.9201 Notice of cancellation or nonrenewal.--
575 (2) An insurer issuing a policy providing coverage for
576 property, casualty, surety, or marine insurance shall give the
577| named insured written notice of cancellation or termination
578| other than nonrenewal at least 45 days prior to the effective
579 date of the cancellation or termination, including in the
580| written notice the reason or reasons for the cancellation or
581 termination, except that:
582 (a) When cancellation is for nonpayment of premium, at
583| least 10 days' written notice of cancellation accompanied by the

584 reason therefor shall be given. As used in this paragraph, the

585| term "nonpayment of premium" means failure of the named insured

586| to discharge when due any of his or her obligations in

587| connection with the payment of premiums on a policy or any

588 installment of such premium, whether the premium is payable

589| directly to the insurer or its agent or indirectly under any

590| premium finance plan or extension of credit, or failure to

591| maintain membership in an organization if such membership is a

592 condition precedent to insurance coverage. The term "nonpayment

593| of premium" also means the failure of a financial institution to

594| honor an insurance applicant's check after delivery to a

595| licensed agent for payment of a premium, even if the agent has

596| previously delivered or transferred the premium to the insurer.

597| If a correctly dishonored check represents the initial premium

598| payment, the contract and all contractual obligations shall be

599| wvoid ab initio unless the nonpayment is cured within the earlier
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of 5 days after actual notice by certified mail is received by

the applicant or 15 days after notice is sent to the applicant

by certified mail or registered mail, and, if the contract is

void, any premium received by the insurer from a third party

shall be refunded to that party in full; and

(b) When such cancellation or termination occurs during
the first 90 days during which the insurance is in force and the
insurance is canceled or terminated for reasons other than
nonpayment, at least 20 days' written notice of cancellation or
termination accompanied by the reason therefor shall be given
except where there has been a material misstatement or
misrepresentation or failure to comply with the underwriting
requirements established by the insurer.

Section 7. Subsection (4) of section 627.0613, Florida
Statutes, as amended by chapter 2007-1, Laws of Florida, is
amended to read:

627.0613 Consumer advocate.--The Chief Financial Officer
must appoint a consumer advocate who must represent the general
public of the state before the department and the office. The
consumer advocate must report directly to the Chief Financial
Officer, but is not otherwise under the authority of the
department or of any employee of the department. The consumer
advocate has such powers as are necessary to carry out the
duties of the office of consumer advocate, including, but not
limited to, the powers to:

(4) Prepare an annual report card for each authorized

personal residential property insurer, on a form and using a
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letter-grade scale developed by the commission by rule, which
grades each insurer based on the following factors:

(a) The number and nature of consumer complaints received
by the department against the insurer.

(b) The disposition of all complaints received by the
department.

(c) The average length of time for payment of claims by
the insurer.

(d) Any other factors the commission identifies as
assisting policyholders in making informed choices about
homeowner's insurance.

Section 8. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
627.062, Florida Statutes, as amended by chapter 2007-1, Laws of
Florida, is amended to read:

627.062 Rate standards.--

(2) As to all such classes of insurance:

(a) Insurers or rating organizations shall establish and
use rates, rating schedules, or rating manuals to allow the
insurer a reasonable rate of return on such classes of insurance
written in this state. A copy of rates, rating schedules, rating
manuals, premium credits or discount schedules, and surcharge
schedules, and changes thereto, shall be filed with the office
under one of the following procedures except as provided in
subparagraph 3.:

1. If the filing is made at least 90 days before the
proposed effective date and the filing is not implemented during
the office's review of the filing and any proceeding and

judicial review, then such filing shall be considered a "file
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and use" filing. In such case, the office shall finalize its
review by issuance of a notice of intent to approve or a notice
of intent to disapprove within 90 days after receipt of the
filing. The notice of intent to approve and the notice of intent
to disapprove constitute agency action for purposes of the
Administrative Procedure Act. Requests for supporting
information, requests for mathematical or mechanical
corrections, or notification to the insurer by the office of its
preliminary findings shall not toll the 90-day period during any
such proceedings and subsequent judicial review. The rate shall
be deemed approved if the office does not issue a notice of
intent to approve or a notice of intent to disapprove within 90
days after receipt of the filing.

2. If the filing is not made in accordance with the
provisions of subparagraph 1., such filing shall be made as soon
as practicable, but no later than 30 days after the effective
date, and shall be considered a "use and file" filing. An
insurer making a "use and file" filing is potentially subject to
an order by the office to return to policyholders portions of
rates found to be excessive, as provided in paragraph (h).

3. For all filings made or submitted after January 25,

2007, but em—e* before December 31, 2008, an insurer seeking a
rate that is greater than the rate most recently approved by the

office shall make a "file and use" filing. This subparagraph

applies to property insurance only. For purposes of this

subparagraph, motor vehicle collision and comprehensive

coverages are not considered to be property coverages.

736265
4/25/2007 10:47:51 PM
Page 25 of 86




683
684
685
686
687
688
689
690
691
692
693
694
695
696
697
698
699
700
701
702
703
704
705
706
707
708
709
710

(LATE FILED) HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HB 7077

Amendment No.
The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to workers'
compensation and employer's liability insurance and to motor
vehicle insurance.

Section 9. Section 627.0655, Florida Statutes, as created
by chapter 2007-1, Laws of Florida, is amended to read:

627.0655 Policyholder loss or expense-related premium
discounts.--An insurer or person authorized to engage in the
business of insurance in this state may include, in the premium
charged an insured for any policy, contract, or certificate of
insurance, a discount based on the fact that another policy,
contract, or certificate of any type has been purchased by the

insured from the same insurer or insurer group.

Section 10. Paragraphs (a), (b), (c¢), (d), (m), (n), and
(v) of subsection (6) of section 627.351, Florida Statutes, as
amended by chapter 2007-1, Laws of Florida, are amended to read:

627.351 Insurance risk apportionment plans.--

(6) CITIZENS PROPERTY INSURANCE CORPORATION. --

(a)1l. It is the public purpose of this subsection to

ensure the existence of an orderly market for property insurance

for Florida's residents and businesses. The Legislature finds

that aetuval and threatened catastrophic losses to property in
£his state from hurricanes have ecaused 1nsurers are to—be

unwilling or unable to provide affordable property insurance

coverage in this state to the extent sought and needed. The

absence of affordable property insurance threatens the public

health, safety, and welfare and likewise threatens the economic

health of this state. The state therefore has a compelling 3=

in—the public interest and a public purpose to assist in
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711| assuring that property in the state is insured so as to
712 facilitate the remediation, reconstruction, and replacement of
713 damaged or destroyed property in order to reduce or avoid the
714| negative effects otherwise resulting to the public health,
715 safety, and welfare; to the economy of the state; and to the
716 revenues of the state and local governments needed to provide
717| for the public welfare. It is necessary, therefore, to provide
718| property insurance to applicants who are in good faith entitled
719| to procure insurance through the voluntary market but are unable
720| to do so. The Legislature intends by this subsection that
721| property insurance be provided and that it continues to be

722| provided, as long as necessary, through Citizens Property

723 Insurance Corporation, a government entity that is an integral

724| part of the state and that is not a private insurance company.

725| To that end, the corporation shall strive an—entityeorganized to

726| achieve efficiencies and economies, while providing service to

727| policyholders, applicants, and agents that is no less than the
728| quality generally provided in the voluntary market, for ai+

729| +eward the achievement of the foregoing public purposes. Because
730| it is essential for such government entity theeerperation to

731| have the maximum financial resources to pay claims following a
732| catastrophic hurricane, it is the intent of the Legislature that

733| Citizens Property Insurance Corporation continues to be an

734| integral part of this state and that the income of the

735| corporation be exempt from federal income taxation and that
736| interest on the debt obligations issued by the corporation be

737| exempt from federal income taxation.
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2. The Residential Property and Casualty Joint
Underwriting Association originally created by this statute
shall be known, as of July 1, 2002, as the Citizens Property
Insurance Corporation. The corporation shall provide insurance
for residential and commercial property, for applicants who are
in good faith entitled, but are unable, to procure insurance
through the voluntary market. The corporation shall operate
pursuant to a plan of operation approved by order of the
Financial Services Commission. The plan is subject to continuous
review by the commission. The commission may, by order, withdraw
approval of all or part of a plan if the commission determines
that conditions have changed since approval was granted and that
the purposes of the plan require changes in the plan. The
corporation shall continue to operate pursuant to the plan of
operation approved by the Office of Insurance Regulation until
October 1, 2006. For the purposes of this subsection,
residential coverage includes both personal lines residential
coverage, which consists of the type of coverage provided by
homeowner's, mobile home owner's, dwelling, tenant's,
condominium unit owner's, and similar policies, and commercial
lines residential coverage, which consists of the type of
coverage provided by condominium association, apartment
building, and similar policies.

3. For the purposes of this subsection, the term
"homestead property" means:

a. Property that has been granted a homestead exemption

under chapter 196;
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765 b. Property for which the owner has a current, written
766 lease with a renter for a term of at least 7 months and for
767 which the dwelling is insured by the corporation for $200,000 or
768 less;
769 c. An owner-occupied mobile home or manufactured home, as
770| defined in s. 320.01, which is permanently affixed to real
771| property, is owned by a Florida resident, and has been granted a
772| homestead exemption under chapter 196 or, if the owner does not
773| own the real property, the owner certifies that the mobile home

774| or manufactured home is his or her principal place of residence;

775 d. Tenant's coverage;
776 e. Commercial lines residential property; or
777 f. Any county, district, or municipal hospital; a hospital

778 licensed by any not-for-profit corporation qualified under s.
779 501 (c) (3) of the United States Internal Revenue Code; or a

780| continuing care retirement community that is certified under

781 chapter 651 and that receives an exemption from ad valorem taxes
782| under chapter 196.

783 4. For the purposes of this subsection, the term

784 "nonhomestead property" means property that is not homestead

785 property.

786 5. Effective July 1, 2008, a personal lines residential
787 structure that has a dwelling replacement cost of $1 million or
788 more, or a single condominium unit that has a combined dwelling
789| and content replacement cost of $1 million or more is not

790| eligible for coverage by the corporation. Such dwellings insured

791 by the corporation on June 30, 2008, may continue to be covered

792| by the corporation until the end of the policy term. However,
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such dwellings that are insured by the corporation and become
ineligible for coverage due to the provisions of this
subparagraph may reapply and obtain coverage in the high-risk
account and be considered "nonhomestead property" if the
property owner provides the corporation with a sworn affidavit
from one or more insurance agents, on a form provided by the
corporation, stating that the agents have made their best
efforts to obtain coverage and that the property has been
rejected for coverage by at least one authorized insurer and at
least three surplus lines insurers. If such conditions are met,
the dwelling may be insured by the corporation for up to 3
years, after which time the dwelling is ineligible for coverage.
The office shall approve the method used by the corporation for
valuing the dwelling replacement cost for the purposes of this
subparagraph. If a policyholder is insured by the corporation
prior to being determined to be ineligible pursuant to this
subparagraph and such policyholder files a lawsuit challenging
the determination, the policyholder may remain insured by the
corporation until the conclusion of the litigation.

6. For properties constructed on or after January 1, 2009,
the corporation may not insure any property located within 2,500
feet landward of the coastal construction control line created
pursuant to s. 161.053 unless the property meets the
requirements of the code-plus building standards developed by
the Florida Building Commission.

7. It is the intent of the Legislature that policyholders,
applicants, and agents of the corporation receive service and

treatment of the highest possible level but never less than that
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generally provided in the voluntary market. It also is intended
that the corporation be held to service standards no less than
those applied to insurers in the voluntary market by the office
with respect to responsiveness, timeliness, customer courtesy,
and overall dealings with policyholders, applicants, or agents
of the corporation.

(b)1. All insurers authorized to write one or more subject
lines of business in this state are subject to assessment by the
corporation and, for the purposes of this subsection, are
referred to collectively as "assessable insurers." Insurers
writing one or more subject lines of business in this state
pursuant to part VIII of chapter 626 are not assessable
insurers, but insureds who procure one or more subject lines of
business in this state pursuant to part VIII of chapter 626 are
subject to assessment by the corporation and are referred to
collectively as "assessable insureds." An authorized insurer's
assessment liability shall begin on the first day of the
calendar year following the year in which the insurer was issued
a certificate of authority to transact insurance for subject
lines of business in this state and shall terminate 1 year after
the end of the first calendar year during which the insurer no
longer holds a certificate of authority to transact insurance
for subject lines of business in this state.

2.a. All revenues, assets, liabilities, losses, and
expenses of the corporation shall be divided into three separate
accounts as follows:

(I) A personal lines account for personal residential

policies issued by the corporation or issued by the Residential
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Property and Casualty Joint Underwriting Association and renewed
by the corporation that provide comprehensive, multiperil
coverage on risks that are not located in areas eligible for
coverage in the Florida Windstorm Underwriting Association as
those areas were defined on January 1, 2002, and for such
policies that do not provide coverage for the peril of wind on
risks that are located in such areas;

(IT) A commercial lines account for commercial residential
and commercial nonresidential policies issued by the corporation
or issued by the Residential Property and Casualty Joint
Underwriting Association and renewed by the corporation that
provide coverage for basic property perils on risks that are not
located in areas eligible for coverage in the Florida Windstorm
Underwriting Association as those areas were defined on January
1, 2002, and for such policies that do not provide coverage for
the peril of wind on risks that are located in such areas; and

(ITI) A high-risk account for personal residential
policies and commercial residential and commercial
nonresidential property policies issued by the corporation or
transferred to the corporation that provide coverage for the
peril of wind on risks that are located in areas eligible for
coverage in the Florida Windstorm Underwriting Association as
those areas were defined on January 1, 2002. Subject to the
approval of a business plan by the Financial Services Commission
and Legislative Budget Commission as provided in this sub-sub-
subparagraph, but no earlier than March 31, 2007, the
corporation may offer policies that provide multiperil coverage

and the corporation shall continue to offer policies that
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provide coverage only for the peril of wind for risks located in
areas eligible for coverage in the high-risk account. In issuing
multiperil coverage, the corporation may use its approved policy
forms and rates for the personal lines account. An applicant or
insured who is eligible to purchase a multiperil policy from the
corporation may purchase a multiperil policy from an authorized
insurer without prejudice to the applicant's or insured's
eligibility to prospectively purchase a policy that provides
coverage only for the peril of wind from the corporation. An
applicant or insured who is eligible for a corporation policy
that provides coverage only for the peril of wind may elect to
purchase or retain such policy and also purchase or retain
coverage excluding wind from an authorized insurer without
prejudice to the applicant's or insured's eligibility to
prospectively purchase a policy that provides multiperil
coverage from the corporation. It is the goal of the Legislature
that there would be an overall average savings of 10 percent or
more for a policyholder who currently has a wind-only policy
with the corporation, and an ex-wind policy with a voluntary
insurer or the corporation, and who then obtains a multiperil
policy from the corporation. It is the intent of the Legislature
that the offer of multiperil coverage in the high-risk account
be made and implemented in a manner that does not adversely
affect the tax-exempt status of the corporation or
creditworthiness of or security for currently outstanding
financing obligations or credit facilities of the high-risk
account, the personal lines account, or the commercial lines

account. By March 1, 2007, the corporation shall prepare and
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submit for approval by the Financial Services Commission and
Legislative Budget Commission a report detailing the
corporation's business plan for issuing multiperil coverage in
the high-risk account. The business plan shall be approved or
disapproved within 30 days after receipt, as submitted or
modified and resubmitted by the corporation. The business plan
must include: the impact of such multiperil coverage on the
corporation's financial resources, the impact of such multiperil
coverage on the corporation's tax-exempt status, the manner in
which the corporation plans to implement the processing of
applications and policy forms for new and existing
policyholders, the impact of such multiperil coverage on the
corporation's ability to deliver customer service at the high
level required by this subsection, the ability of the
corporation to process claims, the ability of the corporation to
guote and issue policies, the impact of such multiperil coverage
on the corporation's agents, the impact of such multiperil
coverage on the corporation's existing policyholders, and the
impact of such multiperil coverage on rates and premium. The
high-risk account must also include quota share primary
insurance under subparagraph (c)2. The area eligible for
coverage under the high-risk account also includes the area
within Port Canaveral, which is bordered on the south by the
City of Cape Canaveral, bordered on the west by the Banana
River, and bordered on the north by Federal Government property.

b. The three separate accounts must be maintained as long

as financing obligations entered into by the Florida Windstorm

Underwriting Association or Residential Property and Casualty
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Joint Underwriting Association are outstanding, in accordance
with the terms of the corresponding financing documents. When
the financing obligations are no longer outstanding, in
accordance with the terms of the corresponding financing
documents, the corporation may use a single account for all
revenues, assets, liabilities, losses, and expenses of the
corporation. Consistent with the requirement of this
subparagraph and prudent investment policies that minimize the
cost of carrying debt, the board shall exercise its best efforts
to retire existing debt or to obtain approval of necessary
parties to amend the terms of existing debt, so as to structure
the most efficient plan to consolidate the three separate
accounts into a single account. By February 1, 2007, the board
shall submit a report to the Financial Services Commission, the
President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives which includes an analysis of consolidating the
accounts, the actions the board has taken to minimize the cost
of carrying debt, and its recommendations for executing the most
efficient plan.

c. Creditors of the Residential Property and Casualty
Joint Underwriting Association shall have a claim against, and
recourse to, the accounts referred to in sub-sub-subparagraphs
a.(I) and (II) and shall have no claim against, or recourse to,
the account referred to in sub-sub-subparagraph a. (III).
Creditors of the Florida Windstorm Underwriting Association
shall have a claim against, and recourse to, the account

referred to in sub-sub-subparagraph a. (III) and shall have no
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claim against, or recourse to, the accounts referred to in sub-
sub-subparagraphs a. (I) and (II).

d. Revenues, assets, liabilities, losses, and expenses not
attributable to particular accounts shall be prorated among the
accounts.

e. The Legislature finds that the revenues of the
corporation are revenues that are necessary to meet the
requirements set forth in documents authorizing the issuance of
bonds under this subsection.

f. No part of the income of the corporation may inure to
the benefit of any private person.

3. With respect to a deficit in an account:

a. When the deficit incurred in a particular calendar year
is not greater than 10 percent of the aggregate statewide direct
written premium for the subject lines of business for the prior
calendar year, the entire deficit shall be recovered through
regular assessments of assessable insurers under paragraph (p)
and assessable insureds.

b. When the deficit incurred in a particular calendar year
exceeds 10 percent of the aggregate statewide direct written
premium for the subject lines of business for the prior calendar
year, the corporation shall levy regular assessments on
assessable insurers under paragraph (p) and on assessable
insureds in an amount equal to the greater of 10 percent of the
deficit or 10 percent of the aggregate statewide direct written
premium for the subject lines of business for the prior calendar
year. Any remaining deficit shall be recovered through emergency

assessments under sub-subparagraph d.
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c. Each assessable insurer's share of the amount being
assessed under sub-subparagraph a. or sub-subparagraph b. shall
be in the proportion that the assessable insurer's direct
written premium for the subject lines of business for the year
preceding the assessment bears to the aggregate statewide direct
written premium for the subject lines of business for that year.
The assessment percentage applicable to each assessable insured
is the ratio of the amount being assessed under sub-subparagraph
a. or sub-subparagraph b. to the aggregate statewide direct
written premium for the subject lines of business for the prior
year. Assessments levied by the corporation on assessable
insurers under sub-subparagraphs a. and b. shall be paid as
required by the corporation's plan of operation and paragraph
(p) . Notwithstanding any other provision of this subsection, the
aggregate amount of a regular assessment for a deficit incurred
in a particular calendar year shall be reduced by the estimated
amount to be received by the corporation from the Citizens
policyholder surcharge under subparagraph (c)10.3:~ and the
amount collected or estimated to be collected from the
assessment on Citizens policyholders pursuant to sub-
subparagraph i. Assessments levied by the corporation on
assessable insureds under sub-subparagraphs a. and b. shall be
collected by the surplus lines agent at the time the surplus
lines agent collects the surplus lines tax required by s.
626.932 and shall be paid to the Florida Surplus Lines Service
Office at the time the surplus lines agent pays the surplus
lines tax to the Florida Surplus Lines Service Office. Upon

receipt of regular assessments from surplus lines agents, the
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Florida Surplus Lines Service Office shall transfer the
assessments directly to the corporation as determined by the
corporation.

d. TUpon a determination by the board of governors that a
deficit in an account exceeds the amount that will be recovered
through regular assessments under sub-subparagraph a. or sub-
subparagraph b., the board shall levy, after verification by the
office, emergency assessments, for as many years as necessary to
cover the deficits, to be collected by assessable insurers and
the corporation and collected from assessable insureds upon
issuance or renewal of policies for subject lines of business,
excluding National Flood Insurance policies. The amount of the
emergency assessment collected in a particular year shall be a
uniform percentage of that year's direct written premium for
subject lines of business and all accounts of the corporation,
excluding National Flood Insurance Program policy premiums, as
annually determined by the board and verified by the office. The
office shall verify the arithmetic calculations involved in the
board's determination within 30 days after receipt of the
information on which the determination was based.
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the corporation and
each assessable insurer that writes subject lines of business
shall collect emergency assessments from its policyholders
without such obligation being affected by any credit,
limitation, exemption, or deferment. Emergency assessments
levied by the corporation on assessable insureds shall be
collected by the surplus lines agent at the time the surplus

lines agent collects the surplus lines tax required by s.
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626.932 and shall be paid to the Florida Surplus Lines Service
Office at the time the surplus lines agent pays the surplus
lines tax to the Florida Surplus Lines Service Office. The
emergency assessments so collected shall be transferred directly
to the corporation on a periodic basis as determined by the
corporation and shall be held by the corporation solely in the
applicable account. The aggregate amount of emergency
assessments levied for an account under this sub-subparagraph in
any calendar year may not exceed the greater of 10 percent of
the amount needed to cover the original deficit, plus interest,
fees, commissions, required reserves, and other costs associated
with financing of the original deficit, or 10 percent of the
aggregate statewide direct written premium for subject lines of
business and for all accounts of the corporation for the prior
yvear, plus interest, fees, commissions, required reserves, and
other costs associated with financing the original deficit.

e. The corporation may pledge the proceeds of assessments,
projected recoveries from the Florida Hurricane Catastrophe
Fund, other insurance and reinsurance recoverables, policyholder
surcharges and other surcharges, and other funds available to
the corporation as the source of revenue for and to secure bonds
issued under paragraph (p), bonds or other indebtedness issued
under subparagraph (c)3., or lines of credit or other financing
mechanisms issued or created under this subsection, or to retire
any other debt incurred as a result of deficits or events giving
rise to deficits, or in any other way that the board determines
will efficiently recover such deficits. The purpose of the lines

of credit or other financing mechanisms is to provide additional
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1072| resources to assist the corporation in covering claims and
1073| expenses attributable to a catastrophe. As used in this
1074 subsection, the term "assessments" includes regular assessments
1075| under sub-subparagraph a., sub-subparagraph b., or subparagraph
1076 (p)1. and emergency assessments under sub-subparagraph d.
1077 Emergency assessments collected under sub-subparagraph d. are
1078 not part of an insurer's rates, are not premium, and are not
1079 subject to premium tax, fees, or commissions; however, failure
1080| to pay the emergency assessment shall be treated as failure to
1081| pay premium. The emergency assessments under sub-subparagraph d.
1082| shall continue as long as any bonds issued or other indebtedness
1083| incurred with respect to a deficit for which the assessment was
1084 imposed remain outstanding, unless adequate provision has been
1085| made for the payment of such bonds or other indebtedness
1086| pursuant to the documents governing such bonds or other
1087| indebtedness.

1088 f. As used in this subsection for purposes of any deficit

1089 incurred on or after January 25, 2007, the term "subject lines

1090| of business" means insurance written by assessable insurers or
1091| procured by assessable insureds for all property and casualty
1092 lines of business in this state, but not including workers'

1093| compensation or medical malpractice. As used in the sub-

1094 subparagraph, the term "property and casualty lines of business"
1095 includes all lines of business identified on Form 2, Exhibit of
1096 Premiums and Losses, in the annual statement required of

1097 authorized insurers by s. 624.424 and any rule adopted under

1098| this section, except for those lines identified as accident and

1099| health insurance and except for policies written under the
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National Flood Insurance Program or the Federal Crop Insurance
Program. For purposes of this sub-subparagraph, the term
"workers' compensation" includes both workers' compensation
insurance and excess workers' compensation insurance.

g. The Florida Surplus Lines Service Office shall
determine annually the aggregate statewide written premium in
subject lines of business procured by assessable insureds and
shall report that information to the corporation in a form and
at a time the corporation specifies to ensure that the
corporation can meet the requirements of this subsection and the
corporation's financing obligations.

h. The Florida Surplus Lines Service Office shall verify
the proper application by surplus lines agents of assessment
percentages for regular assessments and emergency assessments
levied under this subparagraph on assessable insureds and shall
assist the corporation in ensuring the accurate, timely
collection and payment of assessments by surplus lines agents as
required by the corporation.

i. If a deficit is incurred in any account in 2008 or
thereafter, the board of governors shall levy an immediate
assessment against the premium of each nonhomestead property
policyholder in all accounts of the corporation, as a uniform
percentage of the premium of the policy of up to 10 percent of
such premium, which funds shall be used to offset the deficit.
If this assessment is insufficient to eliminate the deficit, the
board of governors shall levy an additional assessment against
all policyholders of the corporation, which shall be collected

at the time of issuance or renewal of a policy, as a uniform
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percentage of the premium for the policy of up to 10 percent of
such premium, which funds shall be used to further offset the
deficit.

j. The board of governors shall maintain separate
accounting records that consolidate data for nonhomestead
properties, including, but not limited to, number of policies,
insured values, premiums written, and losses. The board of
governors shall annually report to the office and the
Legislature a summary of such data.

(c) The plan of operation of the corporation:

1. Must provide for adoption of residential property and
casualty insurance policy forms and commercial residential and
nonresidential property insurance forms, which forms must be
approved by the office prior to use. The corporation shall adopt
the following policy forms:

a. Standard personal lines policy forms that are
comprehensive multiperil policies providing full coverage of a
residential property equivalent to the coverage provided in the
private insurance market under an HO-3, HO-4, or HO-6 policy.

b. Basic personal lines policy forms that are policies
similar to an HO-8 policy or a dwelling fire policy that provide
coverage meeting the requirements of the secondary mortgage
market, but which coverage is more limited than the coverage
under a standard policy.

c. Commercial lines residential and nonresidential policy
forms that are generally similar to the basic perils of full

coverage obtainable for commercial residential structures and
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commercial nonresidential structures in the admitted voluntary
market.

d. Personal lines and commercial lines residential
property insurance forms that cover the peril of wind only. The
forms are applicable only to residential properties located in
areas eligible for coverage under the high-risk account referred
to in sub-subparagraph (b)2.a.

e. Commercial lines nonresidential property insurance
forms that cover the peril of wind only. The forms are
applicable only to nonresidential properties located in areas
eligible for coverage under the high-risk account referred to in
sub-subparagraph (b)2.a.

f. The corporation may adopt variations of the policy
forms listed in sub-subparagraphs a.-e. that contain more
restrictive coverage.

2.a. Must provide that the corporation adopt a program in
which the corporation and authorized insurers enter into quota
share primary insurance agreements for hurricane coverage, as
defined in s. 627.4025(2) (a), for eligible risks, and adopt
property insurance forms for eligible risks which cover the
peril of wind only. As used in this subsection, the term:

(I) "Quota share primary insurance" means an arrangement
in which the primary hurricane coverage of an eligible risk is
provided in specified percentages by the corporation and an
authorized insurer. The corporation and authorized insurer are
each solely responsible for a specified percentage of hurricane
coverage of an eligible risk as set forth in a quota share

primary insurance agreement between the corporation and an
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authorized insurer and the insurance contract. The
responsibility of the corporation or authorized insurer to pay
its specified percentage of hurricane losses of an eligible
risk, as set forth in the quota share primary insurance
agreement, may not be altered by the inability of the other
party to the agreement to pay its specified percentage of
hurricane losses. Eligible risks that are provided hurricane
coverage through a quota share primary insurance arrangement
must be provided policy forms that set forth the obligations of
the corporation and authorized insurer under the arrangement,
clearly specify the percentages of quota share primary insurance
provided by the corporation and authorized insurer, and
conspicuously and clearly state that neither the authorized
insurer nor the corporation may be held responsible beyond its
specified percentage of coverage of hurricane losses.

(IT) "Eligible risks" means personal lines residential and
commercial lines residential risks that meet the underwriting
criteria of the corporation and are located in areas that were
eligible for coverage by the Florida Windstorm Underwriting
Association on January 1, 2002.

b. The corporation may enter into quota share primary
insurance agreements with authorized insurers at corporation
coverage levels of 90 percent and 50 percent.

c. If the corporation determines that additional coverage
levels are necessary to maximize participation in gquota share
primary insurance agreements by authorized insurers, the

corporation may establish additional coverage levels. However,
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the corporation's quota share primary insurance coverage level
may not exceed 90 percent.

d. Any quota share primary insurance agreement entered
into between an authorized insurer and the corporation must
provide for a uniform specified percentage of coverage of
hurricane losses, by county or territory as set forth by the
corporation board, for all eligible risks of the authorized
insurer covered under the quota share primary insurance
agreement.

e. Any quota share primary insurance agreement entered
into between an authorized insurer and the corporation is
subject to review and approval by the office. However, such
agreement shall be authorized only as to insurance contracts
entered into between an authorized insurer and an insured who is
already insured by the corporation for wind coverage.

f. For all eligible risks covered under quota share
primary insurance agreements, the exposure and coverage levels
for both the corporation and authorized insurers shall be
reported by the corporation to the Florida Hurricane Catastrophe
Fund. For all policies of eligible risks covered under quota
share primary insurance agreements, the corporation and the
authorized insurer shall maintain complete and accurate records
for the purpose of exposure and loss reimbursement audits as
required by Florida Hurricane Catastrophe Fund rules. The
corporation and the authorized insurer shall each maintain
duplicate copies of policy declaration pages and supporting

claims documents.
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g. The corporation board shall establish in its plan of
operation standards for quota share agreements which ensure that
there is no discriminatory application among insurers as to the
terms of quota share agreements, pricing of quota share
agreements, incentive provisions if any, and consideration paid
for servicing policies or adjusting claims.

h. The quota share primary insurance agreement between the
corporation and an authorized insurer must set forth the
specific terms under which coverage is provided, including, but
not limited to, the sale and servicing of policies issued under
the agreement by the insurance agent of the authorized insurer
producing the business, the reporting of information concerning
eligible risks, the payment of premium to the corporation, and
arrangements for the adjustment and payment of hurricane claims
incurred on eligible risks by the claims adjuster and personnel
of the authorized insurer. Entering into a quota sharing
insurance agreement between the corporation and an authorized
insurer shall be voluntary and at the discretion of the
authorized insurer.

3. May provide that the corporation may employ or
otherwise contract with individuals or other entities to provide
administrative or professional services that may be appropriate
to effectuate the plan. The corporation shall have the power to
borrow funds, by issuing bonds or by incurring other
indebtedness, and shall have other powers reasonably necessary
to effectuate the requirements of this subsection, including,
without limitation, the power to issue bonds and incur other

indebtedness in order to refinance outstanding bonds or other
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indebtedness. The corporation may, but is not required to, seek
judicial validation of its bonds or other indebtedness under
chapter 75. The corporation may issue bonds or incur other
indebtedness, or have bonds issued on its behalf by a unit of
local government pursuant to subparagraph (g)2., in the absence
of a hurricane or other weather-related event, upon a
determination by the corporation, subject to approval by the
office, that such action would enable it to efficiently meet the
financial obligations of the corporation and that such
financings are reasonably necessary to effectuate the
requirements of this subsection. The corporation is authorized
to take all actions needed to facilitate tax-free status for any
such bonds or indebtedness, including formation of trusts or
other affiliated entities. The corporation shall have the
authority to pledge assessments, projected recoveries from the
Florida Hurricane Catastrophe Fund, other reinsurance
recoverables, market equalization and other surcharges, and
other funds available to the corporation as security for bonds
or other indebtedness. In recognition of s. 10, Art. I of the
State Constitution, prohibiting the impairment of obligations of
contracts, it is the intent of the Legislature that no action be
taken whose purpose is to impair any bond indenture or financing
agreement or any revenue source committed by contract to such
bond or other indebtedness.

4.a. Must require that the corporation operate subject to
the supervision and approval of a board of governors consisting
of eight individuals who are residents of this state, from

different geographical areas of this state. The Governor, the
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Chief Financial Officer, the President of the Senate, and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives shall each appoint two
members of the board. At least one of the two members appointed
by each appointing officer must have demonstrated expertise in
insurance. The Chief Financial Officer shall designate one of
the appointees as chair. All board members serve at the pleasure
of the appointing officer. All members of the board of governors
are subject to removal at will by the officers who appointed
them. All board members, including the chair, must be appointed
to serve for 3-year terms beginning annually on a date
designated by the plan. Any board vacancy shall be filled for
the unexpired term by the appointing officer. The Chief
Financial Officer shall appoint a technical advisory group to
provide information and advice to the board of governors in
connection with the board's duties under this subsection. The
executive director and senior managers of the corporation shall
be engaged by the board and serve at the pleasure of the board.
Any executive director appointed on or after July 1, 2006, is
subject to confirmation by the Senate. The executive director is
responsible for employing other staff as the corporation may
require, subject to review and concurrence by the board.

b. The board shall create a Market Accountability Advisory
Committee to assist the corporation in developing awareness of
its rates and its customer and agent service levels in
relationship to the voluntary market insurers writing similar
coverage. The members of the advisory committee shall consist of
the following 11 persons, one of whom must be elected chair by

the members of the committee: four representatives, one
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appointed by the Florida Association of Insurance Agents, one by
the Florida Association of Insurance and Financial Advisors, one
by the Professional Insurance Agents of Florida, and one by the
Latin American Association of Insurance Agencies; three
representatives appointed by the insurers with the three highest
voluntary market share of residential property insurance
business in the state; one representative from the Office of
Insurance Regulation; one consumer appointed by the board who is
insured by the corporation at the time of appointment to the
committee; one representative appointed by the Florida
Association of Realtors; and one representative appointed by the
Florida Bankers Association. All members must serve for 3-year
terms and may serve for consecutive terms. The committee shall
report to the corporation at each board meeting on insurance
market issues which may include rates and rate competition with
the voluntary market; service, including policy issuance, claims
processing, and general responsiveness to policyholders,
applicants, and agents; and matters relating to depopulation.

5. Must provide a procedure for determining the
eligibility of a risk for coverage, as follows:

a. Subject to the provisions of s. 627.3517, with respect
to personal lines residential risks, if the risk is offered
coverage from an authorized insurer at the insurer's approved
rate under either a standard policy including wind coverage or,
if consistent with the insurer's underwriting rules as filed
with the office, a basic policy including wind coverage, for a
new application to the corporation for coverage, the risk is not

eligible for any policy issued by the corporation unless the
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premium for coverage from the authorized insurer is more than 25
percent greater than the premium for comparable coverage from
the corporation. If the risk is not able to obtain any such
offer, the risk is eligible for either a standard policy
including wind coverage or a basic policy including wind
coverage issued by the corporation; however, if the risk could
not be insured under a standard policy including wind coverage
regardless of market conditions, the risk shall be eligible for
a basic policy including wind coverage unless rejected under
subparagraph 8. However, with regard to a policyholder of the

corporation or a policyholder removed from the corporation

through an assumption agreement until the end of the assumption

period, the policyholder remains eligible for coverage from the
corporation regardless of any offer of coverage from an
authorized insurer or surplus lines insurer. The corporation
shall determine the type of policy to be provided on the basis
of objective standards specified in the underwriting manual and
based on generally accepted underwriting practices.

(I) If the risk accepts an offer of coverage through the
market assistance plan or an offer of coverage through a
mechanism established by the corporation before a policy is
issued to the risk by the corporation or during the first 30
days of coverage by the corporation, and the producing agent who
submitted the application to the plan or to the corporation is
not currently appointed by the insurer, the insurer shall:

(A) Pay to the producing agent of record of the policy,
for the first year, an amount that is the greater of the

insurer's usual and customary commission for the type of policy
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written or a fee equal to the usual and customary commission of
the corporation; or

(B) Offer to allow the producing agent of record of the
policy to continue servicing the policy for a period of not less
than 1 year and offer to pay the agent the greater of the
insurer's or the corporation's usual and customary commission

for the type of policy written.

If the producing agent is unwilling or unable to accept
appointment, the new insurer shall pay the agent in accordance
with sub-sub-sub-subparagraph (A).

(IT) When the corporation enters into a contractual
agreement for a take-out plan, the producing agent of record of
the corporation policy is entitled to retain any unearned
commission on the policy, and the insurer shall:

(A) Pay to the producing agent of record of the
corporation policy, for the first year, an amount that is the
greater of the insurer's usual and customary commission for the
type of policy written or a fee equal to the usual and customary
commission of the corporation; or

(B) Offer to allow the producing agent of record of the
corporation policy to continue servicing the policy for a period
of not less than 1 year and offer to pay the agent the greater
of the insurer's or the corporation's usual and customary

commission for the type of policy written.
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If the producing agent is unwilling or unable to accept
appointment, the new insurer shall pay the agent in accordance
with sub-sub-sub-subparagraph (A).

b. With respect to commercial lines residential risks, for
a new application to the corporation for coverage, if the risk
is offered coverage under a policy including wind coverage from
an authorized insurer at its approved rate, the risk is not
eligible for any policy issued by the corporation unless the
premium for coverage from the authorized insurer is more than 25
percent greater than the premium for comparable coverage from
the corporation. If the risk is not able to obtain any such
offer, the risk is eligible for a policy including wind coverage
issued by the corporation. However, with regard to a

policyholder of the corporation or a policyholder removed from

the corporation through an assumption agreement until the end of

the assumption period, the policyholder remains eligible for

coverage from the corporation regardless of any offer of
coverage from an authorized insurer or surplus lines insurer.

(I) If the risk accepts an offer of coverage through the
market assistance plan or an offer of coverage through a
mechanism established by the corporation before a policy is
issued to the risk by the corporation or during the first 30
days of coverage by the corporation, and the producing agent who
submitted the application to the plan or the corporation is not
currently appointed by the insurer, the insurer shall:

(A) Pay to the producing agent of record of the policy,
for the first year, an amount that is the greater of the

insurer's usual and customary commission for the type of policy
736265
4/25/2007 10:47:51 PM

Page 52 of 86




1431
1432
1433
1434
1435
1436
1437
1438
1439
1440
1441
1442
1443
1444
1445
1446
1447
1448
1449
1450
1451
1452
1453
1454
1455
1456

(LATE FILED) HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HB 7077

Amendment No.
written or a fee equal to the usual and customary commission of
the corporation; or

(B) Offer to allow the producing agent of record of the
policy to continue servicing the policy for a period of not less
than 1 year and offer to pay the agent the greater of the
insurer's or the corporation's usual and customary commission

for the type of policy written.

If the producing agent is unwilling or unable to accept
appointment, the new insurer shall pay the agent in accordance
with sub-sub-sub-subparagraph (A).

(IT) When the corporation enters into a contractual
agreement for a take-out plan, the producing agent of record of
the corporation policy is entitled to retain any unearned
commission on the policy, and the insurer shall:

(A) Pay to the producing agent of record of the
corporation policy, for the first year, an amount that is the
greater of the insurer's usual and customary commission for the
type of policy written or a fee equal to the usual and customary
commission of the corporation; or

(B) Offer to allow the producing agent of record of the
corporation policy to continue servicing the policy for a period
of not less than 1 year and offer to pay the agent the greater
of the insurer's or the corporation's usual and customary

commission for the type of policy written.
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If the producing agent is unwilling or unable to accept
appointment, the new insurer shall pay the agent in accordance
with sub-sub-sub-subparagraph (A).

c. For purposes of determining comparable coverage under

sub-subparagraphs a. and b., the comparison shall be based on

those forms and coverages that are reasonably comparable. The

corporation may rely on a determination of comparable coverage

and premium made by the producing agent who submits the

application to the corporation, made in the agent's capacity as

the corporation's agent. A comparison may be made solely of the

premium with respect to the main building or structure only on

the following basis: the same coverage A or other building

limits; the same percentage hurricane deductible that applies on

an annual basis or that applies to each hurricane for commercial

residential property; the same percentage of ordinance and law

coverage, i1f the same limit is offered by both the corporation

and the authorized insurer; the same mitigation credits, to the

extent the same types of credits are offered both by the

corporation and the authorized insurer; the same method for loss

payment, such as replacement cost or actual cash value, if the

same method is offered both by the corporation and the

authorized insurer in accordance with underwriting rules; and

any other form or coverage that is reasonably comparable as

determined by the board. If an application is submitted to the

corporation for wind-only coverage in the high-risk account, the

premium for the corporation's wind-only policy plus the premium

for the ex-wind policy that is offered by an authorized insurer

to the applicant shall be compared to the premium for multiperil
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coverage offered by an authorized insurer, subject to the

standards for comparison specified in this subparagraph. If the

corporation or the applicant requests from the authorized

insurer a breakdown of the premium of the offer by types of

coverage so that a comparison may be made by the corporation or

its agent and the authorized insurer refuses or is unable to

provide such information, the corporation may treat the offer as

not being an offer of coverage from an authorized insurer at the

insurer's approved rate.

6.7= Must include rules for classifications of risks and

rates therefor.

7.8~ Must provide that if premium and investment income
for an account attributable to a particular calendar year are in
excess of projected losses and expenses for the account
attributable to that year, such excess shall be held in surplus
in the account. Such surplus shall be available to defray

deficits in that account as to future years and shall be used
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for that purpose prior to assessing assessable insurers and
assessable insureds as to any calendar year.

8.9+~ Must provide objective criteria and procedures to be
uniformly applied for all applicants in determining whether an
individual risk is so hazardous as to be uninsurable. In making
this determination and in establishing the criteria and
procedures, the following shall be considered:

a. Whether the likelihood of a loss for the individual
risk is substantially higher than for other risks of the same
class; and

b. Whether the uncertainty associated with the individual

risk is such that an appropriate premium cannot be determined.

The acceptance or rejection of a risk by the corporation shall
be construed as the private placement of insurance, and the
provisions of chapter 120 shall not apply.

9.36~ Must provide that the corporation shall make its
best efforts to procure catastrophe reinsurance at reasonable
rates, to cover its projected 100-year probable maximum loss as
determined by the board of governors.

10.33~= Must provide that in the event of regular deficit
assessments under sub-subparagraph (b)3.a. or sub-subparagraph
(b)3.b., in the personal lines account, the commercial lines
residential account, or the high-risk account, the corporation
shall levy upon corporation policyholders in its next rate
filing, or by a separate rate filing solely for this purpose, a
Citizens policyholder surcharge arising from a regular

assessment in such account in a percentage equal to the total
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amount of such regular assessments divided by the aggregate
statewide direct written premium for subject lines of business
for the prior calendar year. For purposes of calculating the
Citizens policyholder surcharge to be levied under this
subparagraph, the total amount of the regular assessment to
which this surcharge is related shall be determined as set forth
in subparagraph (b)3., without deducting the estimated Citizens
policyholder surcharge. Citizens policyholder surcharges under
this subparagraph are not considered premium and are not subject
to commissions, fees, or premium taxes; however, failure to pay
a market equalization surcharge shall be treated as failure to
pay premium.

11.32~ The policies issued by the corporation must provide
that, if the corporation or the market assistance plan obtains
an offer from an authorized insurer to cover the risk at its
approved rates, the risk is no longer eligible for renewal
through the corporation, except as otherwise provided in this
subsection.

12.33~ Corporation policies and applications must include
a notice that the corporation policy could, under this section,
be replaced with a policy issued by an authorized insurer that
does not provide coverage identical to the coverage provided by
the corporation. The notice shall also specify that acceptance
of corporation coverage creates a conclusive presumption that
the applicant or policyholder is aware of this potential.

13.34~ May establish, subject to approval by the office,
different eligibility requirements and operational procedures

for any line or type of coverage for any specified county or
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area if the board determines that such changes to the
eligibility requirements and operational procedures are
justified due to the voluntary market being sufficiently stable
and competitive in such area or for such line or type of
coverage and that consumers who, in good faith, are unable to
obtain insurance through the voluntary market through ordinary
methods would continue to have access to coverage from the
corporation. When coverage is sought in connection with a real
property transfer, such requirements and procedures shall not
provide for an effective date of coverage later than the date of
the closing of the transfer as established by the transferor,
the transferee, and, if applicable, the lender.

14.35+ Must provide that, with respect to the high-risk
account, any assessable insurer with a surplus as to
policyholders of $25 million or less writing 25 percent or more
of its total countrywide property insurance premiums in this
state may petition the office, within the first 90 days of each
calendar year, to qualify as a limited apportionment company. A
regular assessment levied by the corporation on a limited
apportionment company for a deficit incurred by the corporation
for the high-risk account in 2006 or thereafter may be paid to
the corporation on a monthly basis as the assessments are
collected by the limited apportionment company from its insureds
pursuant to s. 627.3512, but the regular assessment must be paid
in full within 12 months after being levied by the corporation.
A limited apportionment company shall collect from its
policyholders any emergency assessment imposed under sub-

subparagraph (b)3.d. The plan shall provide that, if the office
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determines that any regular assessment will result in an
impairment of the surplus of a limited apportionment company,
the office may direct that all or part of such assessment be
deferred as provided in subparagraph (g)4. However, there shall
be no limitation or deferment of an emergency assessment to be
collected from policyholders under sub-subparagraph (b)3.d.

15.36+ Must provide that the corporation appoint as its
licensed agents only those agents who also hold an appointment
as defined in s. 626.015(3) with an insurer who at the time of
the agent's initial appointment by the corporation is authorized
to write and is actually writing personal lines residential
property coverage, commercial residential property coverage, or
commercial nonresidential property coverage within the state.

16.+%7~ Must provide, by July 1, 2007, a premium payment

plan option to its policyholders which allows at a minimum for

guarterly and semiannual payment of premiums. A monthly payment

plan may, but is not required to, be offered.

17.38~ Must provide, effective June 1, 2007, that the
corporation contract with each insurer providing the non-wind
coverage for risks insured by the corporation in the high-risk
account, requiring that the insurer provide claims adjusting
services for the wind coverage provided by the corporation for
such risks. An insurer is required to enter into this contract
as a condition of providing non-wind coverage for a risk that is
insured by the corporation in the high-risk account unless the
board finds, after a hearing, that the insurer is not capable of
providing adjusting services at an acceptable level of quality

to corporation policyholders. The terms and conditions of such
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contracts must be substantially the same as the contracts that
the corporation executed with insurers under the "adjust-your-
own" program in 2006, except as may be mutually agreed to by the
parties and except for such changes that the board determines
are necessary to ensure that claims are adjusted appropriately.
The corporation shall provide a process for neutral arbitration
of any dispute between the corporation and the insurer regarding
the terms of the contract. The corporation shall review and
monitor the performance of insurers under these contracts.

18.39+ Must limit coverage on mobile homes or manufactured
homes built prior to 1994 to actual cash value of the dwelling
rather than replacement costs of the dwelling.

19.20+ May provide such limits of coverage as the board
determines, consistent with the requirements of this subsection.

20.23= May require commercial property to meet specified
hurricane mitigation construction features as a condition of
eligibility for coverage.

(d)1. All prospective employees for senior management
positions, as defined by the plan of operation, are subject to
background checks as a prerequisite for employment. The office
shall conduct background checks on such prospective employees
pursuant to ss. 624.34, 624.404(3), and 628.261.

2. On or before July 1 of each year, employees of the
corporation are required to sign and submit a statement
attesting that they do not have a conflict of interest, as
defined in part III of chapter 112. As a condition of
employment, all prospective employees are required to sign and

submit to the corporation a conflict-of-interest statement.
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3. Senior managers and members of the board of governors
are subject to the provisions of part III of chapter 112,
including, but not limited to, the code of ethics and public
disclosure and reporting of financial interests, pursuant to s.

112.3145. For purposes of the filing requirements in s.

112.3145, senior managers and board members are also required to

file such disclosures with the Commission on Ethics and the

Office of Insurance Regulation. The executive director of the
corporation or his or her designee shall notify each newly
appointed and existing appointed member of the board of
governors and senior managers of their duty to comply with the

reporting requirements of s. 112.3145 partIIf of chapter 1312,

At least quarterly, the executive director or his or her
designee shall submit to the Commission on Ethics a list of
names of the senior managers and members of the board of
governors who are subject to the public disclosure requirements
under s. 112.3145.

4. Notwithstanding s. 112.3148 or s. 112.3149, or any
other provision of law, an employee or board member may not
knowingly accept, directly or indirectly, any gift or
expenditure from a person or entity, or an employee or
representative of such person or entity, that has a contractual
relationship with the corporation or who is under consideration
for a contract. An employee or board member who fails to comply

with subparagraph 3. or this subparagraph is subject to

penalties provided under ss. 112.317 and 112.3173.
5. Any senior manager of the corporation who is employed

on or after January 1, 2007, regardless of the date of hire, who
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subsequently retires or terminates employment is prohibited from
representing another person or entity before the corporation for
2 years after retirement or termination of employment from the
corporation.

6. Any senior manager emproeyee of the corporation who is

employed on or after January 1, 2007, regardless of the date of
hire, who subsequently retires or terminates employment is
prohibited from having any employment or contractual

relationship for 2 years with an insurer that has entered into

reeeived a take-out bonus agreement with £xem the corporation.

(m)1. Rates for coverage provided by the corporation shall
be actuarially sound and subject to the requirements of s.
627.062, except as otherwise provided in this paragraph. The
corporation shall file its recommended rates with the office at
least annually. The corporation shall provide any additional
information regarding the rates which the office requires. The
office shall consider the recommendations of the board and issue
a final order establishing the rates for the corporation within
45 days after the recommended rates are filed. The corporation
may not pursue an administrative challenge or judicial review of
the final order of the office.

2. 1In addition to the rates otherwise determined pursuant
to this paragraph, the corporation shall impose and collect an
amount equal to the premium tax provided for in s. 624.509 to
augment the financial resources of the corporation.

3. After the public hurricane loss-projection model under
S. 627.06281 has been found to be accurate and reliable by the

Florida Commission on Hurricane Loss Projection Methodology,
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that model shall serve as the minimum benchmark for determining
the windstorm portion of the corporation's rates. This
subparagraph does not require or allow the corporation to adopt
rates lower than the rates otherwise required or allowed by this
paragraph.

4. The rate filings for the corporation which were
approved by the office and which took effect January 1, 2007,
are rescinded, except for those rates that were lowered. As soon
as possible, the corporation shall begin using the lower rates
that were in effect on December 31, 2006, and shall provide
refunds to policyholders who have paid higher rates as a result
of that rate filing. The rates in effect on December 31, 2006,
shall remain in effect through at least December 31, 2007, fe=x
the 2007 ——<caltendar—year except for any rate change that results
in a lower rate. The next rate change that may increase rates

shall be filed with the office by takeeffeet January 1, 2008,

established by the offiece subject to the requirements of this
paragraph.

(n) If coverage in an account is deactivated pursuant to
paragraph (f), coverage through the corporation shall be
reactivated by order of the office only under one of the
following circumstances:

1. If the market assistance plan receives a minimum of 100
applications for coverage within a 3-month period, or 200
applications for coverage within a 1l-year period or less for
residential coverage, unless the market assistance plan provides

a quotation from admitted carriers at their filed rates for at
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least 90 percent of such applicants. Any market assistance plan
application that is rejected because an individual risk is so
hazardous as to be uninsurable using the criteria specified in
subparagraph (c)7.8+ shall not be included in the minimum
percentage calculation provided herein. In the event that there
is a legal or administrative challenge to a determination by the
office that the conditions of this subparagraph have been met
for eligibility for coverage in the corporation, any eligible
risk may obtain coverage during the pendency of such challenge.

2. In response to a state of emergency declared by the
Governor under s. 252.36, the office may activate coverage by
order for the period of the emergency upon a finding by the
office that the emergency significantly affects the availability
of residential property insurance.

(v) Notwithstanding any other provision of law:

1. The pledge or sale of, the lien upon, and the security
interest in any rights, revenues, or other assets of the
corporation created or purported to be created pursuant to any
financing documents to secure any bonds or other indebtedness of
the corporation shall be and remain valid and enforceable,
notwithstanding the commencement of and during the continuation
of, and after, any rehabilitation, insolvency, liquidation,
bankruptcy, receivership, conservatorship, reorganization, or
similar proceeding against the corporation under the laws of
this state.

2. No such proceeding shall relieve the corporation of its
obligation, or otherwise affect its ability to perform its

obligation, to continue to collect, or levy and collect,
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1764 assessments, market equalization or other surcharges under
1765 subparagraph (c)9.36+, or any other rights, revenues, or other
1766 assets of the corporation pledged pursuant to any financing
1767| documents.
1768 3. Each such pledge or sale of, lien upon, and security
1769 interest in, including the priority of such pledge, lien, or
1770| security interest, any such assessments, market equalization or
1771 other surcharges, or other rights, revenues, or other assets
1772 which are collected, or levied and collected, after the
1773 commencement of and during the pendency of, or after, any such
1774| proceeding shall continue unaffected by such proceeding. As used
1775 in this subsection, the term "financing documents" means any
1776 agreement or agreements, instrument or instruments, or other
1777 document or documents now existing or hereafter created
1778| evidencing any bonds or other indebtedness of the corporation or
1779| pursuant to which any such bonds or other indebtedness has been
1780| or may be issued and pursuant to which any rights, revenues, or
1781 other assets of the corporation are pledged or sold to secure
1782 the repayment of such bonds or indebtedness, together with the
1783| payment of interest on such bonds or such indebtedness, or the
1784| payment of any other obligation or financial product, as defined
1785 in the plan of operation of the corporation related to such
1786| bonds or indebtedness.
1787 4. Any such pledge or sale of assessments, revenues,
1788| contract rights, or other rights or assets of the corporation
1789| shall constitute a lien and security interest, or sale, as the

1790| case may be, that is immediately effective and attaches to such

1791 assessments, revenues, or contract rights or other rights or
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assets, whether or not imposed or collected at the time the
pledge or sale is made. Any such pledge or sale is effective,
valid, binding, and enforceable against the corporation or other
entity making such pledge or sale, and valid and binding against
and superior to any competing claims or obligations owed to any
other person or entity, including policyholders in this state,
asserting rights in any such assessments, revenues, or contract
rights or other rights or assets to the extent set forth in and
in accordance with the terms of the pledge or sale contained in
the applicable financing documents, whether or not any such
person or entity has notice of such pledge or sale and without
the need for any physical delivery, recordation, filing, or
other action.

5. As long as the corporation has any bonds outstanding,
the corporation may not file a voluntary petition under chapter
9 of the federal Bankruptcy Code or such corresponding chapter
or sections as may be in effect, from time to time, and a public
officer or any organization, entity, or other person may not
authorize the corporation to be or become a debtor under chapter
9 of the federal Bankruptcy Code or such corresponding chapter
or sections as may be in effect, from time to time, during any
such period.

6. If ordered by a court of competent jurisdiction, the
corporation may assume policies or otherwise provide coverage
for policyholders of an insurer placed in liquidation under
chapter 631, under such forms, rates, terms, and conditions as
the corporation deems appropriate, subject to approval by the

office.
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Section 11. Subsection (4) of section 627.3511, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

627.3511 Depopulation of Citizens Property Insurance
Corporation.--

(4) AGENT BONUS. --When the corporation enters into a
contractual agreement for a take-out plan that provides a bonus
to the insurer, the producing agent of record of the corporation
policy is entitled to retain any unearned commission on such
policy, and the insurer shall either:

(a) Pay to the producing agent of record of the
association policy, for the first year, an amount that is the
greater of the insurer's usual and customary commission for the
type of policy written or a fee equal to the usual and customary
commission of the corporation; or

(b) Offer to allow the producing agent of record of the
corporation policy to continue servicing the policy for a period
of not less than 1 year and offer to pay the agent the greater
of the insurer's or the corporation's usual and customary

commission for the type of policy written.

If the producing agent is unwilling or unable to accept
appointment, the new insurer shall pay the agent in accordance
with paragraph (a). The requirement of this subsection that the
producing agent of record is entitled to retain the unearned
commission on an association policy does not apply to a policy
for which coverage has been provided in the association for 30

days or less or for which a cancellation notice has been issued
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pursuant to s. 627.351(6) (c)10.33~ during the first 30 days of
coverage.

Section 12. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section
627.3515, Florida Statutes, as amended by chapter 2007-1, Laws
of Florida, is amended to read:

627.3515 Market assistance plan; property and casualty
risks.--

(3) (a) The plan and the corporation shall develop a
business plan and present it to the Financial Services
Commission for approval by September 1, 2007, to provide for the
implementation of an electronic database for the purpose of

confirming eligibility pursuant to s. 627.351(6). The business

plan may provide that authorized insurers or agents of

authorized insurers may submit to the plan or the corporation in

electronic form, as determined by the plan or the corporation,

information determined necessary by the plan or the corporation

to deny coverage to risks ineligible for coverage by the

corporation. Any authorized insurer submitting such information

that results in a risk being denied coverage by the corporation

is required to provide coverage to the risk at its approved

rates, for the coverage and premium quoted, for at least 1 year.

Section 13. Section 627.3517, Florida Statutes, 1is amended
to read:

627.3517 Consumer choice.--

+)—Exeept—as—provided—insubseetion—{2)+ No provision of
S. 627.351, s. 627.3511, or s. 627.3515 shall be construed to
impair the right of any insurance risk apportionment plan

policyholder, upon receipt of any keepout or take-out offer, to
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1875 retain his or her current agent, so long as that agent is duly
1876| licensed and appointed by the insurance risk apportionment plan
1877| or otherwise authorized to place business with the insurance
1878| risk apportionment plan. This right shall not be canceled,
1879| suspended, impeded, abridged, or otherwise compromised by any
1880 rule, plan of operation, or depopulation plan, whether through
1881 keepout, take-out, midterm assumption, or any other means, of
1882| any insurance risk apportionment plan or depopulation plan,
1883 including, but not limited to, those described in s. 627.351, s.
1884| 627.3511, or s. 627.3515. The commission shall adopt any rules
1885| necessary to cause any insurance risk apportionment plan or
1886| market assistance plan under such sections to demonstrate that
1887| the operations of the plan do not interfere with, promote, or
1888| allow interference with the rights created under this section.
1889 If the policyholder's current agent is unable or unwilling to be
1890| appointed with the insurer making the take-out or keepout offer,
1891| the policyholder shall not be disqualified from participation in
1892 the appropriate insurance risk apportionment plan because of an
1893| offer of coverage in the voluntary market. An offer of full
1894| property insurance coverage by the insurer currently insuring
1895| either the ex-wind or wind-only coverage on the policy to which
1896| the offer applies shall not be considered a take-out or keepout
1897| offer. Any rule, plan of operation, or plan of depopulation,
1898 through keepout, take-out, midterm assumption, or any other
1899| means, of any property insurance risk apportionment plan under
1900| s. 627.351(2) or (6) is subject to ss. 627.351(2) (b) and (6) (c)
1901 and 627.3511(4).
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Section 14. Subsection (1) of section 627.4035, Florida

Statutes, as amended by chapter 2007-1, Laws of Florida, is
amended to read:

627.4035 Cash payment of premiums; claims.--

(1) The premiums for insurance contracts issued in this
state or covering risk located in this state shall be paid in
cash consisting of coins, currency, checks, or money orders or
by using a debit card, credit card, automatic electronic funds
transfer, or payroll deduction plan. By July 1, 2007, insurers
issuing personal lines residential and commercial property
policies shall provide a premium payment plan option to their

policyholders which allows for a minimum of quarterly and

semiannual payment of premiums. Insurers may, but are not

required to, offer monthly payment plans. Insurers issuing such

policies must submit their premium payment plan option to the
office for approval before use.

Section 15. Subsection (7) is added to section 627.4133,
Florida Statutes, to read:

627.4133 Notice of cancellation, nonrenewal, or renewal
premium. - -

(7) (a) Effective August 1, 2007, with respect to any

residential property insurance policy, every notice of renewal

premium must specify:
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1. The dollar amounts recouped for assessments by the

Florida Hurricane Catastrophe Fund, the Citizens Property

Insurance Corporation, and the Florida Insurance Guaranty

Association. The actual names of the entities must appear next

to the dollar amounts.

2. The dollar amount of any premium increase that is due

to an approved rate increase and the dollar amounts that are due

to coverage changes.

(b) The Financial Services Commission may adopt rules

pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to implement this

subsection.

Section 16. Paragraphs (a) and (c) of subsection (3) and
paragraph (d) of subsection (4) of section 627.701, Florida
Statutes, as amended by chapter 2007-1, Laws of Florida, are
amended to read:

627.701 Liability of insureds; coinsurance; deductibles.--

(3) (a) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection,
prior to issuing a personal lines residential property insurance
policy, the insurer must offer alternative deductible amounts
applicable to hurricane losses equal to $500, 2 percent, 5
percent, and 10 percent of the policy dwelling limits, unless
the specific percentage deductible is less than $500. The
written notice of the offer shall specify the hurricane er—wind
deductible to be applied in the event that the applicant or
policyholder fails to affirmatively choose a hurricane
deductible. The insurer must provide such policyholder with
notice of the availability of the deductible amounts specified

in this paragraph in a form approved by the office in
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conjunction with each renewal of the policy. The failure to
provide such notice constitutes a violation of this code but
does not affect the coverage provided under the policy.

(c) With respect to a policy covering a risk with dwelling
limits of at least $100,000, but less than $250,000, the insurer
may, in lieu of offering a policy with a $500 hurricane er—wind
deductible as required by paragraph (a), offer a policy that the
insurer guarantees it will not nonrenew for reasons of reducing
hurricane loss for one renewal period and that contains up to a
2 percent hurricane er—wind deductible as required by paragraph
(a) .

(4)

(d)1. A personal lines residential property insurance
policy covering a risk valued at less than $500,000 may not have
a hurricane deductible in excess of 10 percent of the policy
dwelling limits, unless the following conditions are met:

a. The policyholder must personally write and provide to
the insurer the following statement in his or her own
handwriting and sign his or her name, which must also be signed
by every other named insured on the policy, and dated: "I do not
want the insurance on my home to pay for the first (specify
dollar value) of damage from hurricanes. I will pay those costs.
My insurance will not."

b. If the structure insured by the policy is subject to a
mortgage or lien, the policyholder must provide the insurer with
a written statement from the mortgageholder or lienholder
indicating that the mortgageholder or lienholder approves the

policyholder electing to have the specified deductible.
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2. A deductible subject to the requirements of this
paragraph applies for the term of the policy and for each
renewal thereafter unless—the polieyholdereleets—otherwise.

Changes to the deductible percentage may be implemented only as

of the date of renewal.

3. An insurer shall keep the original copy of the signed

statement required by this paragraph, electronically or

otherwise, and provide a copy to the policyholder providing the
signed statement. A signed statement meeting the requirements of
this paragraph creates a presumption that there was an informed,
knowing election of coverage.

4. The commission shall adopt rules providing appropriate
alternative methods for providing the statements required by
this section for policyholders who have a handicapping or
disabling condition that prevents them from providing a
handwritten statement.

Section 17. Subsection (5) of section 627.70131, Florida
Statutes, as amended by chapter 2007-1, Laws of Florida, is
amended to read:

627.70131 Insurer's duty to acknowledge communications
regarding claims; investigation.--

(5) Within 90 days after an insurer receives notice of

loss of a residential property insurance claim from a

policyholder, the insurer shall pay or deny such claim unless
the failure to pay such claim is caused by factors beyond the
control of the insurer which reasonably prevent such payment.

Within 90 days after an insurer receives notice of loss of a

commercial property insurance claim from a policyholder, the
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insurer shall pay or deny such claim unless the insurer provides

specific reasons to the policyholder why the claim cannot be

paid within the 90-day period. Any overdue payment of a claim

shall bear interest at the rate as set forth in s. 55.03.

Interest on an overdue payment for a claim begins to accrue from

the date the insurer receives notice of the claim. The interest

is payable with the payment of the claim. Interest paid may not

be used in future rate filing as an expense. The provisions of

this subsection may not be waived, voided, or nullified by

contract. The exclusive remedy for a violation of this

subsection is a regulatory action under this code. Failure—+teo

] e g : . . o] . £ g
eode—

Section 18. Subsections (2), (4), and (5) of section
627.712, Florida Statutes, as created by chapter 2007-1, Laws of
Florida, are amended to read:

627.712 Residential hurricane coverage required;
availability of exclusions for windstorm or contents.--

(1) An insurer issuing a residential property insurance
policy must provide hurricane or windstorm coverage as defined
in s. 627.4025. This subsection does not apply with respect to
risks that are eligible for wind-only coverage from Citizens
Property Insurance Corporation under s. 627.351(6).

(2) A property An insurer that—is—subjeet—tosubseetion
43+ must make available, at the option of the policyholder, an
exclusion of hurricane coverage or windstorm coverage as

provided within the applicable policy. The coverage may be

excluded only if:
736265
4/25/2007 10:47:51 PM
Page 74 of 86




2041
2042
2043
2044
2045
2046
2047
2048
2049
2050
2051
2052
2053
2054
2055
2056
2057
2058
2059
2060
2061
2062
2063
2064
2065
2066
2067

(LATE FILED) HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HB 7077
Amendment No.

(a)1l. When the policyholder is a natural person, the

policyholder personally writes and provides to the insurer the
following statement in his or her own handwriting and signs his
or her name, which must also be signed by every other named
insured on the policy, and dated: "I do not want the insurance
on my (home/mobile home/condominium unit) to pay for damage from
windstorms or hurricanes. I will pay those costs. My insurance
will not."

2. When the policyholder is other than a natural person,

the policyholder provides to the insurer on the policyholder's

letterhead the following statement that must be signed by the

policyholder's authorized representative and dated: " (Name of

entity) does not want the insurance on its (type of structure)

to pay for damage from windstorms or hurricanes. (Name of

entity) will be responsible for these costs. (Name of entity)'s

insurance will not."

(b) If the structure insured by the policy is subject to a
mortgage or lien, the policyholder must provide the insurer with
a written statement from the mortgageholder or lienholder
indicating that the mortgageholder or lienholder approves the
policyholder electing to exclude windstorm coverage or hurricane
coverage from his or her or its residerntial property insurance
policy.

(4) An insurer shall keep the original copy of a signed

statement required by this section, electronically or otherwise,

and provide a copy to the policyholder providing the signed

statement. A signed statement meeting the requirements of this
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section creates a presumption that there was an informed,
knowing rejection of coverage.

(5) The exclusions authorized by this section apply for

the term of the policy and for each renewal thereafter. Changes

to the exclusions authorized by this section may be implemented

only as of the date of renewal. The—exelusions—auvthorized by
g . 1ig £ : e s £ :

Section 19. Subsections (4) and (5) of section 627.7277,

Florida Statutes, as amended by chapter 2007-1, Laws of Florida,
are amended to read:

627.7277 Notice of renewal premium.--

) ] . o1 o . ; _— ) ]
pursuant—toss— 1265361} and 12054 to implement thig section

Section 20. Subsection (11) of section 631.52, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:
631.52 Scope.--This part shall apply to all kinds of

direct insurance, except:
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(11) Self-insurance and any kind of self-insurance fund,

liability pool, or risk management fund;

Section 21. Paragraph (e) of subsection (3) of section
631.57, Florida Statutes, as amended by chapter 2007-1, Laws of
Florida, is amended to read:

631.57 Powers and duties of the association.--

(3)

(e)l.a. In addition to assessments otherwise authorized in
paragraph (a) and to the extent necessary to secure the funds
for the account specified in s. 631.55(2) (c) for the direct
payment of covered claims of insurers rendered insolvent by the

effects of a hurricane hemeowners!l imsurers and to pay the

reasonable costs to administer such claims, or to retire
indebtedness, including, without limitation, the principal,
redemption premium, if any, and interest on, and related costs
of issuance of, bonds issued under s. 631.695 and the funding of
any reserves and other payments required under the bond
resolution or trust indenture pursuant to which such bonds have
been issued, the office, upon certification of the board of
directors, shall levy emergency assessments upon insurers
holding a certificate of authority. The emergency assessments
payable under this paragraph by any insurer shall not exceed in
any single year more than 2 percent of that insurer's direct
written premiums, net of refunds, in this state during the
preceding calendar year for the kinds of insurance within the
account specified in s. 631.55(2) (c).

b. Any emergency assessments authorized under this

paragraph shall be levied by the office upon insurers referred
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2123| to in sub-subparagraph a., upon certification as to the need for
2124 such assessments by the board of directors. In the event the
2125| board of directors participates in the issuance of bonds in
2126 accordance with s. 631.695, emergency assessments shall be
2127 levied in each year that bonds issued under s. 631.695 and
2128 secured by such emergency assessments are outstanding, in such
2129| amounts up to such 2-percent limit as required in order to
2130| provide for the full and timely payment of the principal of,
2131 redemption premium, if any, and interest on, and related costs
2132| of issuance of, such bonds. The emergency assessments provided
2133| for in this paragraph are assigned and pledged to the
2134| municipality, county, or legal entity issuing bonds under s.
2135 631.695 for the benefit of the holders of such bonds, in order
2136| to enable such municipality, county, or legal entity to provide
2137 for the payment of the principal of, redemption premium, if any,
2138 and interest on such bonds, the cost of issuance of such bonds,
2139 and the funding of any reserves and other payments required
2140| wunder the bond resolution or trust indenture pursuant to which
2141| such bonds have been issued, without the necessity of any
2142 further action by the association, the office, or any other
2143| party. To the extent bonds are issued under s. 631.695 and the
2144| association determines to secure such bonds by a pledge of
2145 revenues received from the emergency assessments, such bonds,
2146| wupon such pledge of revenues, shall be secured by and payable
2147 from the proceeds of such emergency assessments, and the
2148| proceeds of emergency assessments levied under this paragraph

2149| shall be remitted directly to and administered by the trustee or

2150| custodian appointed for such bonds.
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c. Emergency assessments under this paragraph may be
payable in a single payment or, at the option of the
association, may be payable in 12 monthly installments with the
first installment being due and payable at the end of the month
after an emergency assessment is levied and subsequent
installments being due not later than the end of each succeeding
month.

d. If emergency assessments are imposed, the report
required by s. 631.695(7) shall include an analysis of the
revenues generated from the emergency assessments imposed under
this paragraph.

e. If emergency assessments are imposed, the references in
sub-subparagraph (1) (a)3.b. and s. 631.695(2) and (7) to
assessments levied under paragraph (a) shall include emergency
assessments imposed under this paragraph.

2. In order to ensure that insurers paying emergency
assessments levied under this paragraph continue to charge rates
that are neither inadequate nor excessive, within 90 days after
being notified of such assessments, each insurer that is to be
assessed pursuant to this paragraph shall submit a rate filing
for coverage included within the account specified in s.
631.55(2) (c) and for which rates are required to be filed under
s. 627.062. If the filing reflects a rate change that, as a
percentage, is equal to the difference between the rate of such
assessment and the rate of the previous year's assessment under
this paragraph, the filing shall consist of a certification so

stating and shall be deemed approved when made. Any rate change
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of a different percentage shall be subject to the standards and
procedures of s. 627.062.

3. In the event the board of directors participates in the
issuance of bonds in accordance with s. 631.695, an annual
assessment under this paragraph shall continue while the bonds
issued with respect to which the assessment was imposed are
outstanding, including any bonds the proceeds of which were used
to refund bonds issued pursuant to s. 631.695, unless adequate
provision has been made for the payment of the bonds in the
documents authorizing the issuance of such bonds.

4. Emergency assessments under this paragraph are not
premium and are not subject to the premium tax, to any fees, or
to any commissions. An insurer is liable for all emergency
assessments that the insurer collects and shall treat the
failure of an insured to pay an emergency assessment as a
failure to pay the premium. An insurer is not liable for
uncollectible emergency assessments.

Section 22. Paragraphs (g), (h), and (i) of subsection (1)
and subsections (2) and (6) of section 631.695, Florida
Statutes, are amended to read:

631.695 Revenue bond issuance through counties or
municipalities. --

(1) The Legislature finds:

(g) To achieve the foregoing purposes, it is proper to
authorize municipalities and counties of this state

stbgtantialty affected by the londfall of o hurrieane to issue

bonds to assist the Florida Insurance Guaranty Association in
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expediting the handling and payment of covered claims of
insolvent insurers.

(h) In order to avoid the needless and indiscriminate
proliferation, duplication, and fragmentation of such assistance
programs, it is in the best interests of the residents of this
state to authorize municipalities and counties sewverely—affeected
by—ahurrieane to provide for the payment of covered claims
beyond their territorial limits in the implementation of such
programs.

(i) It is a paramount public purpose for municipalities
and counties substentially affected by the laondfall of =
hurrieane to be able to issue bonds for the purposes described
in this section. Such issuance shall provide assistance to
residents of those municipalities and counties as well as to
other residents of this state.

(2) The governing body of any municipality or county—the

. g £ hich ] ] ] 1] cs '
hurrieane; may issue bonds to fund an assistance program in
conjunction with, and with the consent of, the Florida Insurance
Guaranty Association for the purpose of paying claimants' or
policyholders' covered claims, as defined in s. 631.54, arising
through the insolvency of an insurer, which insolvency is
determined by the Florida Insurance Guaranty Association to have
been a result of a hurricane, regardless of whether the
claimants or policyholders are residents of such municipality or
county or the property to which the claim relates is located
within or outside the territorial jurisdiction of the

municipality or county. The power of a municipality or county to
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issue bonds, as described in this section, is in addition to any
powers granted by law and may not be abrogated or restricted by
any provisions in such municipality's or county's charter. A
municipality or county issuing bonds for this purpose shall
enter into such contracts with the Florida Insurance Guaranty
Association or any entity acting on behalf of the Florida
Insurance Guaranty Association as are necessary to implement the
assistance program. Any bonds issued by a municipality or county
or a combination thereof under this subsection shall be payable
from and secured by moneys received by or on behalf of the
municipality or county from assessments levied under s.
631.57(3) (a) and assigned and pledged to or on behalf of the
municipality or county for the benefit of the holders of the
bonds in connection with the assistance program. The funds,
credit, property, and taxing power of the state or any
municipality or county shall not be pledged for the payment of
such bonds.

(6) Two or more municipalities or counties+—the residents
of—which have been substantially affeeted by o hurrieane may
create a legal entity pursuant to s. 163.01(7) (g) to exercise
the powers described in this section as well as those powers
granted in s. 163.01(7) (g). References in this section to a
municipality or county includes such legal entity.

Section 23. (1) Notwithstanding section 9 of chapter

2007-1, Laws of Florida, the internal design option provided in

s. 1609.1.4.1. of the Florida Building Code shall remain in

effect until June 1, 2007, for a building permit application

made prior to that date.
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(2) This section shall take effect upon this act becoming

a law and shall apply retroactively to January 25, 2007. This

section shall apply to any actions taken on any building permit

affected by section 9 of chapter 2007-1, Laws of Florida,

including any actions, legal or ministerial, pertaining to the

issuance, revocation, or modifications of any building permit

initiated or issued prior to, on, after, or pending as of

January 25, 2007. If the retroactive application of any

provision of this section is held invalid, the invalidity shall

not affect the retroactive application of other provisions of

this section.

Section 24. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this

act, this act shall take effect July 1, 2007.

======= T I TLE AMENDMENT =======

Remove the entire title, and insert:
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to insurance; amending s. 163.01, F.S.;
correcting a cross-reference; amending s. 215.555, F.S.;
revising certain reimbursement contract requirements;
deleting an expiration provision relating to obtaining
coverage for liquidated insurers; delaying repeal of an
exemption of medical malpractice insurance premiums from
emergency assessments; revising criteria, requirements,
and limitations on temporary emergency options for
additional coverage under the Florida Hurricane
Catastrophe Fund; amending s. 215.5595, F.S.; providing an

exception to certain surplus note limitations for certain
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2289 manufactured housing insurers; amending s. 624.407, F.S.;
2290 revising an insurer criterion for capital funds
2291 requirements for new insurers; amending s. 624.408, F.S.;
2292 specifying an additional surplus to policyholder amount
2293 requirement for certain insurers; amending s. 626.9201,
2294 F.S.; defining the term "nonpayment of premium"; providing
2295 additional criterion for cancellation for nonpayment of
2296 premium; amending s. 627.0613, F.S.; limiting application
2297 of certain annual report card preparation powers of the
2298 consumer advocate to personal residential property
2299 insurers; amending s. 627.062, F.S.; specifying
2300 application of certain "file and use" requirements to
2301 property insurance only; excluding certain motor vehicle
2302 coverages; amending s. 627.0655, F.S.; revising criteria
2303 for certain inclusion of discounts in certain premiums;
2304 amending s. 627.351, F.S.; revising legislative findings
2305 and intent; limiting application of the term "subject
2306 lines of business" to deficit assessments; revising a
2307 provision for determining eligibility of a risk for
2308 coverage; providing requirements for determining
2309 comparable coverage; revising requirements relating to
2310 senior management employees and members of the board of
2311 governors; revising rate filings provisions; amending s.
2312 627.3511, F.S.; correcting a cross-reference; amending s.
2313 627.3515, F.S.; revising criteria for an electronic
2314 database for a business plan; amending s. 627.3517, F.S.;
2315 deleting a provision specifying nonapplication for a
2316 certain period; amending s. 627.4035, F.S.; revising a
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2317 premium payment plan option provision for certain

2318 insurers; amending s. 627.4133, F.S.; specifying

2319 requirements for notices of renewal premium of property

2320 insurance policies; authorizing the Financial Services

2321 Commission to adopt rules; amending s. 627.701, F.S.;

2322 revising requirements for deductibles for certain personal

2323 lines residential property insurance policies; amending s.

2324 627.70131, F.S.; revising certain payment or denial of

2325 claim requirements; requiring an insurer to pay or deny a

2326 claim within a certain time period; providing requirements

2327 for payment of interest on overdue claims; prohibiting the

2328 expensing of interest paid in future rate filings;

2329 prohibiting contractual waivers, voidances, or

2330 nullifications; specifying regulatory action as an

2331 exclusive remedy for certain violations; amending s.

2332 627.712, F.S.; limiting application of certain residential

2333 hurricane coverage regquirements to property insurance

2334 policies; specifying separate coverage exclusion

2335 statements for policyholders that are natural persons and

2336 other than natural persons; specifying a period of

2337 application of certain exclusions; providing for

2338 implementation of changes to certain exclusions; amending

2339 s. 627.7277, F.S.; deleting certain notice of renewal

2340 premium requirements; deleting authority of the commission

2341 to adopt rules; amending s. 631.52, F.S.; expanding an

2342 exception to application to self insurance of provisions

2343 relating to Florida Insurance Guaranty of Payment;

2344 amending s. 631.57, F.S.; revising certain emergency
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2345 assessment provisions relating to insurers rendered

2346 insolvent by the effects of hurricanes; amending s.

2347 631.695, F.S.; deleting provisions limiting application of
2348 certain revenue bond issuance authority to certain

2349 counties; preserving certain Florida Building Code

2350 internal design options for certain building permits for a
2351 certain time; providing for retroactive application;

2352 providing severability; providing effective dates.
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