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HB 733 2007

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to apportionment of damages; providing
findings and intent; amending s. 768.81, F.S.; requiring
division of total fault for an occurrence only among the
claimant and those who may be held legally liable;
deleting provisions providing for allocation of fault to

nonparties; providing an effective date.
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9| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
10

11 Section 1. Findings and intent.--The Legislature finds

12| that frivolous accusations against nonparties deny justice to

13| wvictims and add unnecessarily to the expense and complexity of

14| legal actions. The intent of the Legislature is to curtail the

15| incidence of such accusations by requiring the trier of fact to

16| apportion the total fault for the occurrence giving rise to a

17 legal proceeding only among the claimant and those defendants to

18| the action who may be held legally liable.

19 Section 2. Subsection (3) of section 768.81, Florida
20 Statutes, is amended to read:

21 768.81 Comparative fault.--

22 (3) APPORTIONMENT OF DAMAGES.--In cases to which this

23| section applies, the trier of fact shall apportion the total

24 fault for the occurrence giving rise to the legal proceeding

25| only among the claimant and those defendants to the action who

26| may be held legally liable, and the court shall enter judgment

27| against each party liable on the basis of such party's
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28| percentage of fault and not on the basis of the doctrine of
29| Jjoint and several liability.
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42 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007.
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