Fl ori da Senate - 2007 SB 904
By Senator Ring

32-536-07
1 A Dbill to be entitled
2 An act relating to criminal history record
3 checks; defining the terns "sports coach" and
4 "i ndependent youth athletic team'; requiring
5 any person who is a sports coach of an
6 i ndependent youth athletic teamto nmeet |evel 2
7 screening requirenments as described in ch. 435,
8 F.S.; providing testing procedures; requiring
9 each sanctioning authority to sign an affidavit
10 annual Iy, under penalty of perjury, stating
11 that all sports coaches under its jurisdiction
12 have been screened or are newy hired and
13 awaiting the results of the required screening;
14 requiring each sports coach to pay the costs of
15 his or her screening; providing that a sports
16 coach who willfully, know ngly, or
17 intentionally violates the act conmmits a
18 m sdeneanor of the first degree; providing
19 crimnal penalties; providing an effective
20 dat e.
21
22| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
23
24 Section 1. Criminal history record checks for sports
25| coaches. - -
26 (1) As used in this section, the term
27 (a) "lIndependent youth athletic teanf or "teanm neans
28| an athletic teamthat:
29 1. lIncludes a minor as a team nenber
30 2. 1s sanctioned by an i ndependent organization; and
31
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1 3. Is not sanctioned by or affiliated with a public or
2| private school.
3 (b) "Mnor" has the same neaning as ins. 1.01,
4| Florida Statutes.
5 (c) "Sports coach" neans a person who is authorized by
6| a _sanctioning authority to be responsible for |eading an
7| independent youth athletic team and any person assisting the
8| sports coach. A sports coach is an individual who:
9 1. Works or is to work for the independent youth
10| athletic team 20 or nore hours within a cal endar year;
11 2. Has or is to have unsupervised contact with mnors;
12| and
13 3. Serves or is to serve as a chaperone for mnors on
14| any overnight activity related to the independent youth
15| athletic team
16 (2) Any person in this state who acts as a sports
17| coach to an independent youth athletic team nust neet |evel 2
18| screening requirenents as described in chapter 435, Florida
19| Statutes.
20 (3) Except as otherwise provided by law, the follow ng
21| requirenents apply:
22 (a) Each sports coach who coaches an independent youth
23| athletic teammust, within 5 working days after being
24| designated as a sports coach, subnmit to the appropriate
25| sanctioning authority a conplete set of fingerprints and other
26| information necessary to conduct a screening under chapter
27| 435, Florida Statutes.
28 (b) The sanctioning authority must submt the
29| information necessary for screening to the Departnent of Law
30| Enforcement within 5 working days after receiving it. The
31| Departnent of Law Enforcement shall conduct a search of its
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crimnal and juvenile records and request that the Federa

Bureau of lnvestigation conduct a search of its records for

each sports coach for whomthe request is made. The Depart nent

of Law Enforcenent shall respond to the sanctioning authority

and the sanctioning authority shall informthe sports coach

whet her screeni ng has reveal ed di squalifying infornation.

(c) A sports coach whose background is being checked

nust _supply any missing crimnal information or other

necessary infornmation to the sanctioning authority within 30

days after the sanctioning authority makes a request for the

information or be subject to automatic disqualification from

acting as a sports coach.

(4) Unless otherwi se prohibited by state or federa

law, a sports coach may be placed on probationary status

pending a determination of conpliance with m ni mum standards

set forth in this section.

(5) FEach sanctioning authority that is required to

conduct | evel 2 background screening nust sign an affidavit

annual Iy, under penalty of perjury, stating that all sports

coaches under its jurisdiction have been screened or _are newy

hired and awaiting the results of the required screening.

(6) A sports coach shall pay the costs of his or her

own _screeni ng. Paynent shall be submtted to the Departnent of

Law Enforcenent along with the request for screening.

(7) A sports coach who willfully, knowi ngly, or

intentionally violates this section conmmts a nm sdeneanor of

the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s.
775.083, Florida Statutes.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007.
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2 SENATE SUMVARY

3 Requires a person who is a sPorts coach to an independent
youth athletic teamto neet |evel 2 screening

4 requi renents as described in ch. 435, F.S. Provides
screeni ng procedures. Requires each sanctioning authority

5 to sign an affidavit annually stating that all sports
coaches have been screened or are newy hired and are

6 awaiting the results of the required screening. Requires
t hat each sports coach pay the costs of the screening.

7 Provi des that a sPorts coach who willfully, know ngly, or
intentionally violates the act coomits a m sdeneanor of

8 the first degree.
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