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Fl ori da Senate - 2007 SENATOR ANMENDMENT
Bill No. CS for CS for SB 918

Bar code 715002

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Fl oor: 3/AD/ 2R
04/ 26/ 2007 05: 43 PM

Senator Wse moved the foll owi ng amendnent:

Senate Amendnent (with title anendnment)

On page 1, between lines 20 and 21

insert:

Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 1009.40, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read

1009.40 Ceneral requirements for student eligibility
for state financial aid.--

(1) (a) The general requirements for eligibility of
students for state financial aid awards consist of the
fol |l owi ng:

1. Achievenent of the academ c requirenents of and
acceptance at a state university or community college; a
nursi ng di pl ona school approved by the Florida Board of
Nursing; a Florida college, university, or comunity coll ege
which is accredited by an accrediting agency recogni zed by the
State Board of Education; any Florida institution the credits
of which are acceptable for transfer to state universities;
any career center; or any priv?te career institution
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accredited by an accrediting agency recogni zed by the State
Board of Educati on.
2. Residency in this state for no less than 1 year
preceding the award of aid for a program established pursuant

to s. 1009.50, s. 1009.505, s. 1009.51, s. 1009.52, s.

1009.53, s. 1009.54, s. 1009.56, s. 1009.57, s. 1009.60, s.
1009. 62, s. 1009.63, s. 1009.68, s. 1009.72, s. 1009.73, s.
1009. 76, s. 1009.77, or s. 1009.89. Residency in this state
nmust be for purposes other than to obtain an education
Resi dent status for purposes of receiving state financial aid
awards shall be determined in the same manner as resident
status for tuition purposes pursuant to s. 1009.21 and rules
of the State Board of Education

3. Subnission of certification attesting to the
accuracy, conpleteness, and correctness of information
provided to denonstrate a student's eligibility to receive
state financial aid awards. Falsification of such information
shall result in the denial of any pending application and
revocation of any award currently held to the extent that no
further paynents shall be made. Additionally, students who
knowi ngly nake fal se statenents in order to receive state
financial aid awards shall be guilty of a m sdemeanor of the
second degree subject to the provisions of s. 837.06 and shal
be required to return all state financial aid awards
wrongful | y obtai ned.

(b)1. Higibility for the renewal of undergraduate or

career certificate financial aid awards shall be eval uated at

the end of the second senester or third quarter of each
academ c year. As a condition for renewal, a student shall

a. Have earned a m ni mum cunul ative grade point
average of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale; and
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b. Have earned, for undergraduate full-time study, 12

credits per termor the equivalent for the number of terns for

whi ch aid was received or _have earned, for career certificate

study, at least the equivalent in clock hours of 6 senester

credit hours per termor the equival ent for the nunber of

terns for which aid was received.

2. A student who earns the m ni mum nunber of credits
required for renewal, but who fails to neet the mninmm?2.0
cunul ative grade point average, may be granted a probationary
award for up to the equivalent of 1 acadenic year and shall be
required to earn a cunul ative grade point average of 2.0 on a
4.0 scale by the end of the probationary period to be eligible
for subsequent renewal. A student who receives a probationary
award and who fails to neet the conditions for renewal by the
end of his or her probationary period shall be ineligible to
recei ve additional awards for the equivalent of 1 acadenic
year followi ng his or her probationary period. Each such
student may, however, reapply for assistance during a
subsequent application period and may be eligible for an award
if he or she has earned a cunul ati ve grade poi nt average of
2.0 on a 4.0 scale.

3. A student who fails to earn the m ni num nunber of
credits required for renewal shall lose his or her eligibility
for renewal for a period equivalent to 1 acadenic year
However, the student may reapply during a subsequent
application period and may be eligible for an award if he or
she has earned a m ni mum cunul ati ve grade point average of 2.0
on a 4.0 scale.

4. Students who receive state student aid and
subsequently fail to nmeet state academ c progress requirements
due to verifiable illness or other enmergencies nmay be granted
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an exception fromthe academ ¢ requirenents. Such students
shall nake a witten appeal to the institution. The appea
shal | include a description and verification of the
circunmstances. Verification of illness or other energencies
may include but not be limted to a physician's statenment or
witten statenent of a parent or college official. The
institution shall recomend exceptions w th necessary
docunentation to the department. The department may accept or
deny such recomendations for exception fromthe institution

Section 2. Section 1009.505, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

1009. 505 Florida Public Postsecondary Career Education

St udent Assi stance Grant Program - -

(1) There is created a Florida Public Postsecondary

Car eer Education Student Assistance Grant Program_ The program

shall be admi nistered by the participating institutions in

accordance with rules of the State Board of Education

(2) For purposes of this section, the term

(a) "Average annual cost of tuition and reqgistration

fees" neans the average cost for the prior academ c year of

tuition and registration fees for the equivalent in clock

hours at a public postsecondary career certificate program of

30 senester credit hours at a state university.

(b) "Half-tine" nmeans the equivalent in clock hours at

a public postsecondary career certificate programof 6

senester credit hours at a comunity coll ege.

(c) "Public postsecondary career certificate progrant

neans a postsecondary programthat consists of 450 or nore

clock hours, is offered by a community coll ege authorized by

Florida |law or by a career center operated by a district

school board under s. 1001.44, and terninates in a career
4
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certificate.

(3)(a) Student assistance grants through the program

may be nmade only to certificate-seeking students enrolled at

|l east half-tine in a public postsecondary career certificate

program who neet the general requirenents for student

eligibility as provided in s. 1009.40, except as otherw se

provided in this section. The grants shall be awarded annually

to any recipient for the ampunt of denpnstrated unnet need for

t he cost of education and nmay not exceed the average annua

cost of tuition and reqgistration fees or such other anpunt as

specified in the General Appropriations Act. A denpnstrated

unnmet need of less than $200 shall render the applicant

ineligible for a grant under this section. Recipients of the

grants nust have been accepted at a community coll ege

aut hori zed by Florida |aw or a career center operated by a

district school board under s. 1001.44. A student is eligible

for the award for 110 percent of the nunber of clock hours

required to conplete the programin which enrolled.

(b) A student applying for a Florida public

post secondary career education student assistance grant shal

be required to apply for the Pell Gant. A Pell G ant

entitlenment shall be considered when conducting an assessnent

of the financial resources available to each student; however,

a Pell Grant entitlenent shall not be required as a condition

of receiving a grant under this section

(c) Each participating institution shall report, to

the departnment by the established date, the eligible students

to whom grant nopneys are di sbursed each academi c term Each

institution shall also report to the departnent necessary

denpbgraphic and eligibility data for such students.

(4)(a) The funds appropriated for the Florida Public
5
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Post secondary Career Education Student Assistance G ant

Program shall be distributed to eligible community coll eges

and district school boards in accordance with a formula

approved by the departnment.

(b) Payment of Florida public postsecondary career

educati on student assistance grants shall be transmtted to

the president of the conmunity college or to the district

school superintendent, or to the designee thereof, in advance

of the registration period. Institutions shall notify students

of the ampbunt of their awards.

(c) The eligibility status of each student to receive

a di sbursenent _shall be determ ned by each institution as of

the end of its regular registration period, inclusive of a

drop-add period. Institutions shall not be required to

reevaluate a student's eligibility status after this date for

pur poses of changing eligibility determ nations previously

nade.

(d) Participating institutions shall certify to the

department the ampunt of funds di sbursed to each student and

shall remt to the departnent any undi sbursed advances by June

1 of each year.

(5) The State Board of Education shall establish rules

necessary to inplenent this section

(6) This section shall be inplenmented only to the

extent specifically funded and authorized by | aw.

(Redesi gnat e subsequent sections.)

—=============== T | T L E AMENDMENT ===============

And the title is anended as foll ows:
6
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On page 1, line 3, after the senicol on

amending s. 1009.40, F.S.; requiring state
resi dency for a public postsecondary career
education student assistance grant; revising
eligibility criteria for the renewal of
specified financial aid awards; creating s.
1009.505 F.S.; creating the Florida Public
Post secondary Career Education Student

Assi stance Grant Program providing for program
admi ni stration; defining ternms; providing that
grants are available to specified students in
speci fied postsecondary career certificate
prograns; providing for annual grant anounts;
providing eligibility criteria for career
certificate students; requiring reporting by
participating institutions; providing for

di stribution of appropriated funds; providing
for transmittal of grant payments to comunity
col l ege presidents or district schoo
superintendents; providing for period of
eligibility; requiring participating
institutions to certify amounts di sbursed to
students; requiring the State Board of
Education to adopt rules; providing that the
program shall only be inplenented to the extent

funded and aut horized by I aw




