Fl ori da Senate - 2007 SB 976
By Senator Cri st

12-593- 07
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to public utility paynents;
3 providing legislative intent regarding the
4 nmet hod of paynent by custoners for public
5 utility services; providing definitions;
6 requiring units of |ocal government and public
7 utility compani es that provide public utility
8 services to accept, by a specified date,
9 certain financial instrunents as paynent for
10 services rendered to utility customers;
11 authorizing a local governnent or utility
12 conpany to charge customers fees and service
13 charges for using credit and debit cards;
14 requiring a local governnment or utility conpany
15 to verify the credit of the custoner proposing
16 to use the card; providing an effective date.
17
18| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
19
20 Section 1. Paynments for public utility services.--
21 (1) It is the intent of the Legislature to ensure that
22| consunmers of public utility services in this state have access
23| to the nost efficient nmethods by which to pay for public
24| utility services. To that end, the Leqgislature intends that
25| units of |ocal government and public utility conpanies that
26| provide public utility services accept payment for the
27| custonmer's obligations as directed by this section.
28 (2) As used in this section, the term
29 (a) "Cable television service" neans any audio,
30| including telephonic, video, data, Internet, or other service
31| provided for paynent by a cable tel evision conpany over its
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cable television system including coaxial cable, wire, fiber

optic, or simlar transm ssion services used in connection

with any cable tel evision system

(b) "Cellular telephone service" neans _a service

provi ding conmmuni cati on through a device containing a unigue

el ectronic serial nunber that is programmed into its conputer

chip by its manufacturer and whose operation is dependent on

the transni ssion of that electronic serial nunber along with a

nobil e identification nunber, which is assigned by the

cellular telephone carrier, in the formof radio signals

t hrough cell sites and npbile switching stations.

(c) "lInternet service provider" neans a business or

person who provides consuners authenticated access to, or

presence on, the Internet by neans of a swi tched or dedi cated

tel ecomuni cati ons channel upon which the provider provides

transit routing of Internet Protocol (IP) packets for and on

behal f of the consuner.

(d) "Public utility conpany" neans a person

corporation, partnership, association, or other legal entity,

whether fictitiously naned or not, doing business in this

state supplying public utility services to or for consuners in

this state. The termincludes a publicly owned utility

conpany, a nunicipally owned utility conpany, or a cooperative

utility conpany that provides a public utility service for

sale to consuners.

(e) "Public utility service" neans electric or gas

services, cable television services, services provided by an

Internet service provider, teleconmunications services,

including cellular tel ephone services, services of a

st or mvat er _managenent system as defined in s. 403.031
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services of a sewage disposal systemas defined in s. 153.02,

or services of a public water system as defined in s. 403.852.

(f) "Tel ecommuni cations service" neans the

transm ssion of signs, signals, witing, innges, sounds,

nessages, data, or other information of the user's choosing,

by wire, radio, light waves, or other el ectronagneti c neans,

wi t hout change in the formor content of the information as

sent _and received by the user and regardless of the facilities

used, including, without limtation, wireless facilities.

(q) "Unit of local government" neans any politica

subdi vision as defined in s. 1.01, including any county,

muni cipality, special district, school district, utility

authority, or other authority, or any instrunentality, agency,

unit, or departnent thereof.

(3)(a) By July 1, 2008, each unit of |ocal governnent

and each public utility conpany that provides public utility

services to custonmers in this state nust accept paynent for

services received using specified financial instrunents or

procedures for the convenience of the utility custoner. The

nmet hods nust i ncl ude:
1. Cash;
2. Check

Bank draft;

Debit card or credit card; or

3
4. Nbney order;
5
6

El ectronic funds transfer.

(b) A unit of local governnent or a public utility

conpany nry contract with a debit card or credit card vendor

for acceptance of debit cards or credit cards. The unit of

| ocal governnent or public utility conpany nmay pay any
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applicable service charge that is associated with the use of a

debit card or credit card under this section.

(c) If there is a charge to the unit of |oca

governnent or public utility conpany for the use of a

financial instrument, the unit of |ocal governnent or public

utility conpany may collect a sumequal to the ampunt of the

charge fromthe person who uses the financial instrunent.

(d) A unit of local governnment and public utility

conpany shall verify the validity of any credit card or debit

card used under this section and the existence of appropriate

credit with respect to the person using the card. The unit of

| ocal governnent or public utility conpany does not incur

liability as a result of such verification or any subseguent

action taken.

(4) This section does not prohibit a unit of |oca

governnent from continuing to accept credit cards or debit

cards under _a contract that was entered into before July 1,

2007, unless specifically directed otherwise in the Genera

Appropriations Act. However, the contract nmay not be extended

or_renewed after July 1, 2007, unless the renewal and

extension conformto the requirenents of this section.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Requires units of local governnent and public utility
conpani es that provide public utility services to accept,
by a specified date, certain financial instruments as
paynment for services rendered to utility custoners.

Aut hori zes the utilities to charge custoners fees and
servi ce charges for using credit and debit cards.
Requires the utilities to verify the credit of the
custoner proposing to use the card.
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