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Fl ori da Senate - 2007 SENATOR ANMENDMENT
Bill No. CS/HB 981, 1st Eng.

Bar code 563160
CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

C
05/ 04/ 2007 13:39:30

Fl oor: 1/ AD/ 2R
05/ 02/ 2007 05:41 PM

Senat or Baker moved the foll ow ng amendnent:

Senate Amendnent (with title anendnment)

Del ete everything after the enacting cl ause

and insert:

Section 1. Subsection (2) of section 258.007, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read

258.007 Powers of division.--

(2) The division has authority to adopt rul es pursuant
to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to inplenent provisions of |aw

conferring duties on it, and to inpose penalties for the

violation of any rule authorized by this section shat—be—=a
Section 2. Section 258.008, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

258.008 Prohibited activities; penalties.--

(1) Except as provided in subsection (3), any person

who violates or otherwise fails to conply with the rules

adopt ed under this chapter commts a noncrimnnal infraction

for which ejection fromall property nmanaged by the Division
1
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of Recreation and Parks and a fine of up to $500 may be

i nposed by the division. Fines paid under this subsection

shall be paid to the Departnent of Environmental Protection

and deposited in the State Park Trust Fund.

(2) In addition to penalties inposed under subsection

1), any person who fails to sign a citation given under

subsection (1), fails to appear in court in response to such

citation, or fails to conmply with the court's order commts a

nm sdeneanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s.

775.082 or s. 775.0883.

(3)  Any person who engages in any of the follow ng

activities within the boundaries of a state park without first

obt ai ni ng the express pernission of the Division of Recreation

and Parks commits a ni sdeneanor of the second degree,

puni shable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083, and shal

be ejected fromall property nmanaged by the division:

(a) Cutting, carving, injuring, mutilating, npving,

di spl acing, or breaking off any water-bottomfornmation or

cor al

(b) Capturing, trapping, or injuring a wild ani mal;

(c) Collecting plant or aninmal specinens;

(d) Leaving the designated public roads in a vehicle;

(e) Hunting.

Section 3. Subsection (3) is added to section 258.014,
Florida Statutes, to read
258.014 Fees for use of state parks.--

(3) A person who is a nenber of the Florida Nationa

Guard, or the spouse or mnor child of such a person, shall be

charged one-half the admi ssion fee to a state park upon

presentation of a valid card that identifies the person as
2
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bei ng an active nmenber of the Florida National Guard or a

spouse or child of such a nenber.

Section 4. Subsection (13) of section 259. 1053,
Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

259. 1053 Babcock Ranch Preserve; Babcock Ranch, Inc.
creation; menbership; organization; neetings.--

(13) M SCELLANEOUS PROVI SI ONS. - -

(a) Except for the powers of the conm ssioner provided
in this section, and the powers of the comm ssion provided in
s. 9, Art. IV of the State Constitution, the preserve shall be
managed by Babcock Ranch, Inc.

(b) Oficers and enpl oyees of Babcock Ranch, Inc., are
private enpl oyees. At the request of the board of directors,

t he conmi ssion and the departnment may provi de state enpl oyees
for the purpose of inplenenting this section. Any state

enpl oyees provided to assist the directors in inplenenting
this section for nore than 30 days shall be provided on a

rei mbursabl e basis. Reinbursement to the conmi ssion and the
departrent shall be nade fromthe corporation's operating fund
provi ded under this section and not from any funds
appropriated to the corporation by the Legislature.

(c) Notwithstanding the prohibition or restrictions

contai ned in the managenent agreenent, areas of the ranch

historically used for tenant farm ng may continue to be | eased

out by Babcock Ranch Managenent, LLC. Such | eases, extensions

or renewal periods shall be for a termof not |ess than one

yvear or nore than four vears, and shall not exceed the tota

amount _of acreage covered by the tenant | eases in existence on

July 31, 2006.

(d) Until the managenent pl an devel oped pursuant to s.

253.034 and s. 259.032, is adopted, hunting for the purposes
3
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of reasonable wildlife popul ation and habitat nmanagenent shal

be allowed on the preserve. Such purposes shall include

prevention of overgrazing, disease, and overpopul ation. Al

hunting shall be conducted pursuant to the rules and

requl ations of the Florida Fish and Wldlife Conservation

Commi ssi on; however, Babcock Ranch Managenent, LLC., shal

have the authority to charge reasonabl e access fees to the

general public. Special opportunity hunts for persons with

disabilities and those under 18 years of age shall be a

priority. Until the managenent plan required by the

managenent agreenent i s adopted, hunting for the purposes of

reasonable wildlife popul ati on and habitat managenent shall be

equi valent _in purpose to any other recreational use on the

preserve.

(e) The provisions of paragraphs (c) and (d) shall be

conti ngent upon Babcock Ranch Managenent, LLC., neeting the

requi renments of s. 259.1053(11)(d). The Board of Trustees

shall order an audit pursuant to section 27, part V of the

managenent agreenent.

(f) For the purposes of paragraphs (c) and (d) the

nmanagenent _agreenent i s that docunent attached as Exhibit "E"

to that certain agreenent for sale and purchase approved by

the Board of Trustees on Novenber 22, 2005, and by Lee County

on_ Novenber 20, 2005

Section 5. Section 316.212, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

316.212 COperation of golf carts on certain
roadways. - - The operation of a golf cart upon the public roads
or streets of this state is prohibited except as provided
her ei n:

(1) A golf cart may be4operated only upon a county
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road that has been designated by a county, or a municipa
street that has been designated by a nunicipality, for use by
golf carts. Prior to nmaking such a designation, the
responsi bl e 1 ocal governmental entity rmust first determ ne
that golf carts may safely travel on or cross the public road
or street, considering factors including the speed, vol une,
and character of notor vehicle traffic using the road or
street. Upon a determi nation that golf carts may be safely
operated on a designated road or street, the responsible
governmental entity shall post appropriate signs to indicate
t hat such operation is all owed.

(2) A golf cart may be operated on a part of the State
H ghway System only under the follow ng conditions:

(a) To cross a portion of the State H ghway System
which intersects a county road or nunicipal street that has
been designated for use by golf carts if the Departnent of
Transportation has reviewed and approved the |ocation and
design of the crossing and any traffic control devices needed
for safety purposes.

(b) To cross, at mdblock, a part of the State H ghway
System where a golf course is constructed on both sides of the
hi ghway if the Departnent of Transportation has reviewed and
approved the | ocation and design of the crossing and any
traffic control devices needed for safety purposes.

(c) A golf cart may be operated on a state road that
has been designated for transfer to a |l ocal government unit
pursuant to s. 335.0415 if the Departnent of Transportation
determ nes that the operation of a golf cart within the
right-of-way of the road will not inpede the safe and
efficient flow of motor vehicular traffic. The departnment my
aut horize the operation of golf carts on such a road if:

5
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1. The road is the only avail able public road al ong
which golf carts may travel or cross or the road provides the
safest travel route anmpng alternative routes avail able; and

2. The speed, volume, and character of notor vehicul ar
traffic using the road is considered in naking such a

det er m nati on.

Upon its determination that golf carts nay be operated on a
given road, the departnent shall post appropriate signs on the
road to indicate that such operation is all owed.

(3) Notwithstanding any other provision of this

section Any—other—provision—of—this—seetontothe—econtrary
netw-thstandtng, a golf cart nay be operated for the purpose

of crossing a street or highway where a single nmobile hone

park is | ocated on both sides of the street or highway and is
di vided by that street or highway, provided that the
governmental entity having original jurisdiction over such
street or highway shall review and approve the |ocation of the
crossing and require inplenentation of any traffic controls
needed for safety purposes. This subsection shall apply only
to residents or guests of the nobile honme park. Apy—ether
proviston—of—tawto—the—cont+rarynotwi-thstanding- If notice is
posted at the entrance and exit of e any nobile hone park
where that residents of the park operate uwti+H—=ze golf carts or
electric vehicles within the confines of the park it is shaH
not be necessary for that the park to have a gate or other
device at the entrance and exit in order for such golf carts
or electric vehicles to be lawmfully operated in the park.

(4) Notwi thstanding any other provision of this

section, if authorized by the Division of Recreation and Parks

of the Departnent of Environnental Protection, a golf cart may
6
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be operated on a road that is part of the State Park Road

Systemif the posted speed |limt is 35 mles per hour or |ess.

(5) 4 A golf cart may be operated only during the
hours between sunrise and sunset, unless the responsible
governmental entity has determned that a golf cart may be
operated during the hours between sunset and sunrise and the
golf cart is equipped with headlights, brake lights, turn
signals, and a w ndshi el d.

(B8)t5)> A golf cart nmust be equi pped with efficient
brakes, reliable steering apparatus, safe tires, a rearview
mrror, and red reflectorized warning devices in both the
front and rear.

(N6 A golf cart may not be operated on public roads
or streets by any person under the age of 14.

(8)tA A local governmental entity may enact an
ordi nance regarding golf cart operation and equi pnent which is
nore restrictive than those enunerated in this section. Upon
enact ment of afy such ordi nance, the |ocal governnmental entity
shal | post appropriate signs or otherwise informthe residents
that such an ordi nance exists and that it will shaH be
enforced within the | ocal government's jurisdictiona
territory. An ordinance referred to in this section rmust apply
only to an unlicensed driver.

(998> Aviolation of this section is a noncrimna
traffic infraction, punishable pursuant to chapter 318 as a
nmovi ng violation for infractions of subsections (1) through

(5) stbseettor{H—stubseetion{(2)—subseetion{(3)—subseetion

(45 or a local ordinance corresponding thereto and enacted

pursuant to subsection(8) {#, or punishable pursuant to

chapter 318 as a nonnoving violation for infractions of

subsection(6) ¢5), subsection(7) 6y, or a local ordinance
7
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correspondi ng thereto and enacted pursuant to subsecti on(8)

=

Section 6. Subsection (1) of section 316.2125, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

316.2125 Operation of golf carts within a retirenent
conmunity. - -

(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of s. 316.212, the
reasonabl e operation of a golf cart, equi pped and operated as
provided in s. 316.212 s—316232(4)+—(5—anrd—{6), within any
sel f-contained retirement community is permtted unless
prohi bi ted under subsection (2).

Section 7. Section 316.2126, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

316.2126 Use of golf carts and utility vehicles by

governnmental units rupietpatties.--1n addition to the powers
granted by ss. 316.212 and 316. 2125, state agencies and

nmunicipalities are hereby authorized to operate wti+ze golf
carts and utility vehicles, as defined in s. 320.01, uponr—any

Hrts—ef—stueh—uni-etpa--ties— subject to the foll ow ng

condi ti ons:

(1) GColf carts and utility vehicles must conply with
the operational and safety requirements in ss. 316.212 and
316.2125, and with any nore restrictive ordi nances enacted by
the | ocal governnental entity pursuant to s. 316.212(8) s—

316212+, and shall enky be operated only by state or

nmuni ci pal enpl oyees for state or nunicipal purposes,

i ncluding, but not linmted to, police patrol, traffic
enforcenent, and inspection of public facilities.

(2) In addition to the safety equi pnent required under

subsection (1) regu+red—n—S—316212(5)—antd—any—+ore
8
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governrental—enti-ty—pursuant—te—s—316-232{(#-, such golf carts

and utility vehicles nust be equipped with sufficient |ighting

and turn signal equipment.
(3) Golf carts and utility vehicles may enty be
operated only on state roads that have a posted speed Iimt of

30 mles per hour or less, and, if operated by an enpl oyee of

a nmunicipality, only on a state, county, or rmunicipal road

|l ocated within the corporate limts of the nunicipality.

(4) A state or municipal enployee operating a golf
cart or utility vehicle pursuant to this section nust possess
a valid driver's license as required by s. 322.03.

Section 8. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007.

—=============== T | T L E AMENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as fol |l ows:

Del ete everything before the enacting cl ause

and insert:
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to state parks; amending s.
258.007, F.S.; deleting a penalty for a rule
violation; creating s. 258.008, F.S.; creating
penalties for the violation of rules adopted
under ch. 258, F.S., and for specified
activities within the boundaries of a state
park; providing for fines to be deposited into
the State Park Trust Fund; providing for court
costs under certain circunstances; anending s.
258.014, F.S.; providing for a half-price
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adm ssion fee to state parks for nenbers of the
Fl orida National Guard and their famlies;
amendi ng s. 259.1053; F.S.; extending | eases;
providing for hunting; providing conditions;
amending s. 316.212, F.S.; authorizing the
operation of a golf cart within a state park
under certain circunstances; anending s.
316.2125, F.S.; conform ng a cross-reference;
amending s. 316.2126, F.S.; authorizing state
agencies to operate golf carts and utility
vehi cl es on public roads for public purposes;

providing an effective date.

10
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