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Senat e Resol ution
A resolution celebrating and honoring the
heroic life, vibrant |eadership, and historic
acconpl i shmrents of the Reverend Dr. Martin

Lut her King, Jr.

WHEREAS, the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was
an Anerican clergymn, a w nner of the Nobel Peace Prize, one
of the principal |eaders of the American Civil Rights
Movenment, and a proni nent advocate of nonviol ent protest, and

WHEREAS, Martin Luther King was born M chael Luther
King, in Atlanta, Ceorgia, on January 15, 1929, and | ater
renanmed after his father, Martin Luther King, Sr., when he was
about 6 years old, and

WHEREAS, Martin Luther King, Jr., attended | oca
segregated public schools, excelling in his studies; entered
Mor ehouse Col | ege at age 15 and graduated with a bachelor's
degree in Sociol ogy; graduated from Crozer Theol ogi ca
Sem nary in Pennsylvania with honors; and earned a doctorate
in systematic theology from Boston University, and

WHEREAS, in 1957, Dr. King was instrunmental in founding
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), which
began as an organi zation of black churches and m ni sters whose
goal was to challenge racial segregation and conpl enent the
NAACP' s | egal efforts to dismantle segregation through the
courts, and

WHEREAS, in the 1950s and 60s, Dr. King led a series of
prot est camnpai gns agai nst segregated restaurants, hotels,
housi ng, schools, and transit facilities which gained nationa
attention, helping to convince many white Anericans and others
to support the cause of Civil Rights in the United States, and
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WHEREAS, in April 1963, Dr. King was arrested and sent
to jail during one of these denonstrations and wote a letter
fromhis jail cell to a local clergyman who had criticized him
for creating disorder in the city, a letter that became known

as the "Letter Froma Birm ngham Jail," in which he argued
that individuals have the noral right and responsibility to
di sobey unjust |aws, and

WHEREAS, Dr. King provided consumrat e gui dance and
insight to the Civil Rights Mvenent, crafting a proposal for
radi cal social change based on the inspired principles of
nonvi ol ent protest which ultimtely achi eved benchmark changes
in the law and i nproved the possibilities for nmllions of
peopl e who had been marginalized by a history of racism and

WHEREAS, Dr. King and other black |eaders brought the
Civil Rights Movement to the attention of the country and the
worl d by organi zing the 1963 March on WAshi ngton, a nassive
peaceful protest that drew nore than 200,000 participants and
at which he delivered his magnificent "I Have a Dreant speech
and

WHEREAS, that speech and Dr. King's marches in
Bi rm ngham and Sel ma, Al abama, created the political nonentum
that resulted in the enactment of the Civil Rights Act of
1964, which prohibited segregation in public accommbdati ons
and prohibited discrimnation in education and enpl oynent, and
also resulted in the enactnent of the Voting Rights Act of
1965, which was fundanental in guaranteeing the rights of ful
citizenship to blacks in Anerica, and

WHEREAS, the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was
nanmed "Person of the Year" for 1963 by Tinme Magazine, and in
the article about himDr. King is quoted as saying "the
quality, not the longevity, of one's life is what is
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important. If you are cut down in a novenent that is designed
to save the soul of a nation, then no other death could be
nore redenptive," and

VWHEREAS, on Decenber 10, 1964, the Reverend Dr. Martin
Lut her King, Jr., was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize, and in
hi s acceptance speech he stated: "I think Al fred Nobel would
know what | nmean when | say that | accept this award in the
spirit of a curator of sone precious heirl oomwhich he holds
in trust for its true owners - all those to whom beauty is
truth and truth beauty - and in whose eyes the beauty of
genui ne brot herhood and peace is nmore precious than di anonds
or silver or gold," and

WHEREAS, Dr. King was tragically assassinated in
Menphis on April 4, 1968, and his death is still nourned by
mllions worldwi de as a bitter sacrifice to the great ideals
he represented to us - social justice, equal rights and
opportunity, and the brotherhood of mankind, and

WHEREAS, January 20, 1986, was the first nationa
celebration of Dr. King's birthday as a Federal Holiday, NOW
THEREFORE

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That the Senate pauses in its deliberations to honor
the nmenory, and cel ebrate the 78th birthday, of a great
American | eader, the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
whose inspired noral |eadership and courage gui ded our nation
t hrough an i mense struggle for civil and human rights and
whose exanple continues to inspire us in our efforts to

conpl ete that work.
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