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By the Committees on Judiciary; Health Regulation; and Senator

Jones
590-05288A-08 20081370c1

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Florida Patient Safety Corporation;
3 amending s. 381.0271, F.S.; authorizing a representative

4 appointed by the Florida Council of Medical School Deans

5 to serve on the board of directors of the corporation;

6 deleting provisions requiring that the corporation

7 establish specific advisory committees; authorizing the

8 corporation to create and dissolve advisory committees

9 upon a majority vote of the board of directors; deleting
10 obsolete organizational provisions; requiring that the

11 corporation's board of directors conduct quarterly

12 meetings; requiring the Agency for Health Care

13 Administration to make available adverse incident reports
14 to designated agents of the Florida Patient Safety

15 Corporation; requiring the corporation to evaluate the

16 effects of the sharing of electronic records on patient

17 safety; requiring the corporation to encourage the use of
18 evidence-based medicine; deleting responsibilities related
19 to the provision of access to a library of evidence-based
20 medicine and patient safety practices; requiring a plan
21 for the implementation of patient safety technologies;
22 deleting obsolete provisions and reporting requirements;
23 providing an effective date.
24
25| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
26
27 Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (4) and subsections
28 (5), (6), (1), (8), (9), and (10) of section 381.0271, Florida
29 Statutes, are amended to read:
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(a) In addition to the powers and duties prescribed in
chapter 617, and the articles and bylaws adopted under that

chapter, the corporation shall, directly or through contract:

1. Secure staff necessary to properly administer the
corporation.
2. Collect, analyze, and evaluate patient safety data and

quality and patient safety indicators, medical malpractice closed
claims, and adverse incidents reported to the Agency for Health
Care Administration and the Department of Health for the purpose
of recommending changes in practices and procedures that may be
implemented by health care practitioners and health care
facilities to improve health care quality and to prevent future
adverse incidents. Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
the Agency for Health Care Administration and the Department of

Health shall make available to the corporation and its designated

agents any adverse incident report submitted under ss. 395.0197,
458.351, and 459.026. To the extent that adverse incident reports
submitted under s. 395.0197 are confidential and exempt, the
confidential and exempt status of such reports shall be

maintained by the corporation and its designated agents.

3. Establish a "near-miss" patient safety reporting system.
The purpose of the near-miss reporting system is to: identify
potential systemic problems that could lead to adverse incidents;
enable publication of systemwide alerts of potential harm; and
facilitate development of both facility-specific and statewide
options to avoid adverse incidents and improve patient safety.
The reporting system shall record "near misses" submitted by
hospitals, birthing centers, and ambulatory surgical centers and

other providers. For the purpose of the reporting system:
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a. The term "near miss" means any potentially harmful event
that could have had an adverse result but, through chance or
intervention in which, harm was prevented.

b. The near-miss reporting system shall be voluntary and
anonymous and independent of mandatory reporting systems used for
regulatory purposes.

c. Near-miss data submitted to the corporation is patient
safety data as defined in s. 766.1016.

d. Reports of near-miss data shall be published on a
regular basis and special alerts shall be published as needed
regarding newly identified, significant risks.

e. Aggregated data shall be made available publicly.

f. The corporation shall report the performance and results
of the near-miss project in its annual report.

4. Work collaboratively with the appropriate state agencies

to evaluate the effects of the adoption and sharing of electronic

health records on patient safety in—the devetopment—eof electronie
heatth—records
5. Encourage the use of evidence-based medicine by health

care practitioners and health care facilities in order to improve

health care quality and patient safety. Providefor acecess—teo——on

23
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6. Develop and recommend core competencies in patient

safety that can be incorporated into the undergraduate and
graduate curricula in schools of medicine, nursing, and allied
health in the state.

7. Develop and recommend programs to educate the public
about the role of health care consumers in promoting patient
safety.

8. Provide recommendations for interagency coordination of
patient safety efforts in the state.

(b) In carrying out its powers and duties, the corporation
may also:

1. Assess the patient safety culture at volunteering
hospitals and recommend methods to improve the working

environment related to patient safety at these hospitals.

2. Inventory the technological infermation—technology

capabilities related to patient safety of health care facilities
and health care practitioners and recommend a plan for expediting
the implementation of patient safety technologies statewide.

3. Recommend continuing medical education regarding patient

safety to practicing health care practitioners.
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4. Study and facilitate the testing of alternative systems
of compensating injured patients as a means of reducing and
preventing medical errors and promoting patient safety.

5. Conduct other activities identified by the board of
directors to promote patient safety in this state.

(8) ANNUAL REPORT.--By

L

NDecaoambaoaxr 1
oy ToC T —=T7 rn Ty

P NN T BN NN I NN n 4+ J N P N SO I I SO N £+
[S5J N I & Ny S LJJ_ LJLA.J_ L - LJ\JJ_&, T CTIT [ J_L_,LA.LJ (=5 C TV TC 1 =] A = CTT
PN AN N - anA Srcz N~ T o £ ot ol a g Wk n o +h o+ oo
J.L./ LA C L Il Ao L/LJ.L_Y LJJ.UL./U\_)L/L.L\_) L == \_j.Lb._).I.L/L\..I.V je LU S CliITA T L& e =y
n Adad £ + corrmaratd s 4+ £ £ 77 Ao ot oo g A S
T oL oL [ S N CTIT UJ_LJUJ_L/LL_,_LUJ.J. R J S U R I SN E S T r/kAJ_L./\Jk_) =] | AW - CTITT 1O
seetieon+ By December 1 of each year £hereafter, the corporation

shall prepare a report for the preceding fiscal year which

Th o
T

includes—Fhe—report =

-
(a) A description of the activities of the corporation

under this section.

(b) Progress made in improving patient safety, including
the reduction of and—reduveing medical errors.
(c) Policies and programs that have been implemented and

their outcomes.

(d) A compliance and financial audit of the accounts and
records of the corporation at the end of the preceding fiscal
year conducted by an independent certified public accountant.

(e) Recommendations for legislative action needed to
improve patient safety in the state.

(f) An assessment of the ability of the corporation to
fulfill the duties specified in this section and the

appropriateness of those duties for the corporation.
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