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By Senator Lynn

7-03543-08 20082418

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to articulation and acceleration; amending
3 s. 1007.01, F.S.; providing legislative intent with

4 respect to the articulation and integration of the pre-K

5 through 20 education system; requiring certain

6 collaborative efforts by the State Board of Education and
7 the Board of Governors; requiring the Commissioner of

8 Education to establish an Articulation Coordinating

9 Committee; specifying duties of the committee; amending s.
10 1007.235, F.S.; requiring that the district

11 interinstitutional articulation agreement identify the

12 responsibilities of postsecondary institutions for

13 assigning letter grades for dual enrollment courses;

14 amending s. 1007.271, F.S.; redefining the term "dual

15 enrollment”" as "early college enrollment"; defining the

16 term "accelerated career and technical enrollment";

17 revising the requirements for calculating full-time

18 equivalent membership and funding credits; providing

19 criteria for students who enroll in such programs;
20 providing for calculating the GPE of dual enrollment
21 courses for purposes of admission to a state university;
22 amending s. 1011.62, F.S.; revising the requirements for
23 calculating full-time equivalent membership and funding
24 credits; providing an effective date.
25
26| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
27
28 Section 1. Section 1007.01, Florida Statutes, is amended to
29| read:
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1007.01 Articulation; legislative intent; purpose; role of
the State Board of Education and the Board of Governors.--
(1) It is the intent of the Legislature to facilitate

articulation and seamless integration of the pre-K through 20 -

26 education system by building, am€ sustaining, and
strengthening relationships among pre-K through 20 k-2 public

organizations, between public and private organizations, and
between the education system as a whole and Florida's
communities. The purpose of building and sustaining these
relationships is to provide for the efficient and effective
progression and transfer of students within the education system
and to allow students to proceed toward their educational
objectives as rapidly as their circumstances permit. The

Legislature further intends that articulation policies and budget

action be implemented consistently in the practices of

postsecondary institutions and the Department of Education and

expressed in the collaborative policy efforts of the State Board

of Education and the Board of Governors.

(2) To improve and facilitate articulation within the pre-K

through 20 education system systemwide, the State Board of

Education and the Board of Governors shall collaboratively

establish xreeemmend policies and guidelines to the Legislature
with input from statewide pre-K through 20 ¥-28 advisory groups

established by the Commissioner of Education and the Chancellor

of the State University System relating to:

(a) The alignment between the exit requirements of one
system and the admissions regquirements of another system into

which students typically transfer.
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(b) The identification of common courses, the level of
courses, institutional participation in a statewide course
numbering system, and the transferability of credits among such
institutions.

(c) Identification of courses that meet general education

or common baccalaureate degree program prerequisite requirements

at public postsecondary educational institutions.
(d) Dual enrollment course equivalencies and other

accelerated credit mechanisms.

(e) Articulation agreements.

(3) The Commissioner of Education, in consultation with the

Chancellor of the State University System, shall establish an

Articulation Coordinating Committee that reports to the

commissioner. The committee shall be a pre-K through 20 advisory

group that consists of members representing the State University

System, the Community College System, public career and technical

education, public pre-K through 12 education, and nonpublic

education, and at least one member representing students. The

commissioner shall appoint a chair from the membership. The

committee shall:

(a) Propose monitoring, compliance, and reporting systems

to facilitate and ensure institutional compliance with state

articulation policies.

(b) Propose guidelines for interinstitutional agreements

between and among public schools, career and technical education

centers, community colleges, and universities.

(c) Establish groups of public and nonpublic institutional

representatives to facilitate articulation.
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(d) Conduct a continuing review of statewide articulation

statutes, rules, and agreements and make recommendations to the

State Board of Education and the Board of Governors for

revisions.

(e) Review the application of requirements for transferring

credit from public and nonpublic institutions participating in

the statewide course numbering system, including, but not limited

to, instances of difficulties in student transfers and

admissions.

(f) Examine statewide data regarding articulation,

recommend resolutions for issues, and propose programmatic and

budget policies and procedures to improve articulation throughout

the pre-K through 20 education system.

(g) Recommend roles and responsibilities of public

education entities in interfacing with the single statewide

student advising system created by s. 1007.28, including, but not

limited to, functionality requirements, data needs, and

appropriate reporting timelines.

Section 2. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section
1007.235, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

1007.235 District interinstitutional articulation
agreements.--

(2) The district interinstitutional articulation agreement
for each school year must be completed before high school
registration for the fall term of the following school year. The
agreement must include, but is not limited to, the following
components:

(b)l1. A delineation of courses and programs available to

students eligible to participate in dual enrollment. This
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delineation must include a plan for the community college to
provide guidance services to participating students on the
selection of courses in the dual enrollment program. The process
of community college guidance should make maximum use of the
automated advisement system for community colleges. The plan must
assure that each dual enrollment student is encouraged to
identify a postsecondary education objective with which to guide
the course selection. At a minimum, each student's plan should
include a list of courses that will result in an Applied
Technology Diploma, an Associate in Science degree, or an
Associate in Arts degree. If the student identifies a
baccalaureate degree as the objective, the plan must include
courses that will meet the general education requirements and any
prerequisite requirements for entrance into a selected
baccalaureate degree program.

2. A delineation of the process by which students and their
parents are informed about opportunities to participate in
articulated acceleration programs.

3. A delineation of the process by which students and their
parents exercise their option to participate in an articulated
acceleration program.

4. A delineation of high school credits earned for
completion of each dual enrollment course.

5. Provision for postsecondary courses that meet the
criteria for inclusion in a district articulated acceleration
program to be counted toward meeting the graduation requirements
of s. 1003.43.

6. An identification of eligibility criteria for student

participation in dual enrollment courses and programs.
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7. A delineation of institutional responsibilities
regarding student screening prior to enrollment and monitoring
student performance subsequent to enrollment in dual enrollment
courses and programs.

8. An identification of the criteria by which the quality
of dual enrollment courses and programs are to be judged and a
delineation of institutional responsibilities for the maintenance
of instructional quality.

9. A delineation of institutional responsibilities for
assuming the cost of dual enrollment courses and programs that
includes such responsibilities for student instructional
materials.

10. An identification of responsibility for providing
student transportation if the dual enrollment instruction is
conducted at a facility other than the high school campus.

11. A delineation of the process for converting college
credit hours earned through dual enrollment and early admission
programs to high school credit based on mastery of course
outcomes as determined by the Department of Education in
accordance with s. 1007.271 (o).

12. An identification of the responsibility of the

postsecondary institution for assigning letter grades for dual

enrollment courses. School districts must post dual enrollment

course grades to the high school transcript as assigned by the

postsecondary institution awarding the credit.

Section 3. Section 1007.271, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

1007.271 Dual enrollment programs.--
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(1) The term "early college duad enrollment" means program

i+s the dual enrollment of an eligible secondary student or home
education student in a postsecondary course creditable toward

high school completion and a—eareer—ecertifiecat ¥ an associate

or baccalaureate degree. The term "accelerated career and

technical enrollment" means the dual enrollment of an eligible

secondary student or home education student in a postsecondary

course or program creditable toward high school completion and a

career and technical certificate.

(2) For the purpose of this section, an eligible secondary
student is a student who is enrolled in a Florida public
secondary school or in a Florida private secondary school which
is in compliance with s. 1002.42(2) and conducts a secondary
curriculum pursuant to s. 1003.43. Students enrolled in
postsecondary instruction that is not creditable toward the high
school diploma shall not be classified as dual enrollments.
Students who are eligible for dual enrollment pursuant to this
section shall be permitted to enroll in dual enrollment courses
conducted during school hours, after school hours, and during the
summer term. Instructional time for such enrollment may vary from
900 hours; however, the school district may only report the
student for a maximum of 1.0 FTE, as provided in s. 1011.61(4).

For the purposes of calculating FTE, each semester of instruction

that is eligible for high school and postsecondary credit shall

be funded in an amount equal to the hours of instruction that

would be necessary to earn the FTE and the funding for an

equivalent course if it were taught in the school district
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payment of registration, tuition, and laboratory fees.
Vocational-preparatory instruction, college-preparatory
instruction and other forms of precollegiate instruction, as well
as physical education courses that focus on the physical
execution of a skill rather than the intellectual attributes of
the activity, are ineligible for inclusion in the dual enrollment
program. Recreation and leisure studies courses shall be
evaluated individually in the same manner as physical education
courses for potential inclusion in the program.

(3) The Department of Education shall adopt guidelines
designed to achieve comparability across school districts of both
student qualifications and teacher qualifications for dual
enrollment courses. Student qualifications must demonstrate
readiness for college-level coursework if the student is to be
enrolled in college courses. Student qualifications must
demonstrate readiness for career-level coursework if the student
is to be enrolled in career courses. In addition to meeting

state-required scores on the common placement examination,

student qualifications for enrollment in early college eredit
dgat enrollment courses must include a 3.0 unweighted grade point
average.y—ana Student qualifications for enrollment in

accelerated career and technical eertifieatedwat enrollment

courses must include a 2.0 unweighted grade point average and

mastery of basic skills on the Tests of Adult Basic Education

(TABE) pursuant to s. 1004.91 or other proven indicators or

predictors of career education performance as determined by board

policy of the postsecondary institution. Exceptions to the

required grade point averages may be granted if the educational

entities agree and the terms of the agreement are contained
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within the dual enrollment interinstitutional articulation

agreement between school districts and colleges or universities,

or pursuant to school district policy regarding the enrollment of

secondary students in postsecondary career and technical

certificate programs at district technical centers. Community

college boards of trustees may establish additional admissions
criteria, which shall be included in the district
interinstitutional articulation agreement developed according to
s. 1007.235, to ensure student readiness for postsecondary
instruction. Additional requirements included in the agreement
shall not arbitrarily prohibit students who have demonstrated the
ability to master advanced courses from participating in dual
enrollment courses. District school boards may not refuse to
enter into an agreement with a local community college if that
community college has the capacity to offer dual enrollment
courses.

(4) Accelerated career and technical &wat enrollment shall

be provided as a curricular option for secondary students to
pursue in order to earn a series of elective credits toward the

high school diploma. Accelerated career and technical duet

enrollment shall be available for secondary students seeking a
degree—or certificate from a complete career-preparatory program,
and shall not be used to enroll students in isolated career

courses. It is the intent of the Legislature that accelerated

career and technical dwa+ enrollment provide a comprehensive

academic and career dual enrollment program within the career
center or community college.
(5) Each district school board shall inform all secondary

students of dual enrollment as an educational option and
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mechanism for acceleration. Students shall be informed of
eligibility criteria, the option for taking dual enrollment
courses beyond the regular school year, and the minimum academic
credits required for graduation. District school boards shall
annually assess the demand for dual enrollment and other advanced
courses, and the district school board shall consider strategies
and programs to meet that demand and include access to dual
enrollment on the high school campus whenever possible.
Alternative grade calculation, weighting systems, or information
regarding student education options which discriminates against
dual enrollment courses is prohibited.

(6) The Commissioner of Education shall appoint faculty
committees representing public school, community college, and
university faculties to identify postsecondary courses that meet
the high school graduation requirements of s. 1003.43, and to
establish the number of postsecondary semester credit hours of
instruction and equivalent high school credits earned through
dual enrollment pursuant to this section that are necessary to
meet high school graduation requirements. Such equivalencies
shall be determined solely on comparable course content and not
on seat time traditionally allocated to such courses in high
school. The Commissioner of Education shall recommend to the
State Board of Education those postsecondary courses identified
to meet high school graduation requirements, based on mastery of
course outcomes, by their course numbers, and all high schools
shall accept these postsecondary education courses toward meeting
the requirements of s. 1003.43.

(7) Early admission shall be a form of early college duat

enrollment through which eligible secondary students enroll in a
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postsecondary institution on a full-time basis in courses that
are creditable toward the high school diploma and the associate
or baccalaureate degree. Students enrolled pursuant to this
subsection shall be exempt from the payment of registration,
tuition, and laboratory fees.

(8) Career and technical early admission is a form of

accelerated career and technical dwat enrollment through which

eligible secondary students enroll full time in a career center
or a community college in courses that are creditable toward the

high school diploma and a career and technical #£he certificate e*

o o
Tt

&S50 te—degree. Participation in the career early admission
program shall be limited to students who have completed a minimum
of 6 semesters of full-time secondary enrollment, including
studies undertaken in the ninth grade. Students enrolled pursuant
to this section are exempt from the payment of registration,
tuition, and laboratory fees.

(9) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules for any
dual enrollment programs involving requirements for high school
graduation.

(10) (a) The dual enrollment program for home education
students consists of the enrollment of an eligible home education
secondary student in a postsecondary course creditable toward an
associate degree, a career certificate, or a baccalaureate
degree. To participate in the dual enrollment program, an
eligible home education secondary student must:

1. Provide proof of enrollment in a home education program
pursuant to s. 1002.41.

2. Be responsible for his or her own instructional

materials and transportation unless provided for otherwise.
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(b) Each career center, community college, and state
university shall:

1. Delineate courses and programs for dually enrolled home
education students. Courses and programs may be added, revised,
or deleted at any time.

2. Identify eligibility criteria for home education student
participation, not to exceed those required of other dually
enrolled students.

(11) The Department of Education shall approve any course
for inclusion in the dual enrollment program that is contained
within the statewide course numbering system. However, college-
preparatory and other forms of precollegiate instruction, and
physical education and other courses that focus on the physical
execution of a skill rather than the intellectual attributes of
the activity, may not be so approved, but must be evaluated
individually for potential inclusion in the dual enrollment
program. This subsection shall not be construed to mean that an
independent postsecondary institution eligible for inclusion in a
dual enrollment or early admission program pursuant to s. 1011.62
must participate in the statewide course numbering system
developed pursuant to s. 1007.24 to participate in a dual
enrollment program.

(12) The Department of Education shall develop a statement
on transfer guarantees which will inform students, prior to
enrollment in a dual enrollment course, of the potential for the
dual enrollment course to articulate as an elective or a general
education course into a postsecondary education certificate or
degree program. The statement shall be provided to each district

school superintendent, who shall include the statement in the
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information provided to all secondary students as required
pursuant to this subsection. The statement may also include
additional information, including, but not limited to, dual
enrollment options, guarantees, privileges, and responsibilities.

(13) Students who meet the eligibility requirements of this
section and who choose to participate in dual enrollment programs
are exempt from the payment of registration, tuition, and
laboratory fees.

(14) Instructional materials assigned for use within dual
enrollment courses shall be made available to dual enrollment
students from Florida public high schools free of charge. This
subsection shall not be construed to prohibit a community college
from providing instructional materials at no cost to a home
education student or student from a private school. Students
enrolled in postsecondary instruction not creditable toward a
high school diploma shall not be considered dual enrollments and
shall be regquired to assume the cost of instructional materials
necessary for such instruction.

(15) Instructional materials purchased by a district school
board or community college board of trustees on behalf of dual
enrollment students shall be the property of the board against
which the purchase is charged.

(16) Beginning with students entering grade 9 in the 2006-
2007 school year, school districts and community colleges must
weigh dual enrollment courses the same as advanced placement,
International Baccalaureate, and Advanced International
Certificate of Education courses when grade point averages are

calculated. For purposes of calculating GPA for admission to a

state university, dual enrollment courses that meet core

Page 13 of 16

CODING: Words stxriekern are deletions; words underlined are additions.




375
376
377
378
379
380
381
382
383
384
385
386
387
388
389
390
391
392
393
394
395
396
397
398
399
400
401
402
403

Florida Senate - 2008 SB 2418

7-03543-08 20082418

requirements for admission to a state university shall receive

the same weighting as advanced placement, International

Baccalaureate, and Advanced International Certificate of

Education courses. Alternative grade calculation or weighting

systems that discriminate against dual enrollment courses are
prohibited.

(17) The Commissioner of Education may approve dual
enrollment agreements for limited course offerings that have
statewide appeal. Such programs shall be limited to a single site
with multiple county participation.

Section 4. Paragraph (i) of subsection (1) of section
1011.62, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1011.62 Funds for operation of schools.--If the annual
allocation from the Florida Education Finance Program to each
district for operation of schools is not determined in the annual
appropriations act or the substantive bill implementing the
annual appropriations act, it shall be determined as follows:

(1) COMPUTATION OF THE BASIC AMOUNT TO BE INCLUDED FOR
OPERATION.--The following procedure shall be followed in
determining the annual allocation to each district for operation:

(i) Calculation of full-time equivalent membership with
respect to dual enrollment instruction.--Students enrolled in
dual enrollment instruction pursuant to s. 1007.271 may be
included in calculations of full-time equivalent student
memberships for basic programs for grades 9 through 12 by a

district school board. For purposes of calculating FTE, each

semester of instruction that is eligible for high school and

postsecondary credit shall be funded in an amount equal to the

hours of instruction that would be necessary to earn the FTE and
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the funding for an equivalent course if it were taught in the
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+or. Such students may also be
calculated as the proportional shares of full-time equivalent
enrollments they generate for a community college or university
conducting the dual enrollment instruction. Early admission
students shall be considered dual enrollments for funding

purposes and 15 or more college credit hours per semester shall

be reported as 0.5 FTE. Students may be enrolled in dual

enrollment instruction provided by an eligible independent
college or university and may be included in calculations of
full-time equivalent student memberships for basic programs for
grades 9 through 12 by a district school board. However, those
provisions of law which exempt dual enrolled and early admission
students from payment of instructional materials and tuition and
fees, including laboratory fees, shall not apply to students who
select the option of enrolling in an eligible independent
institution. An independent college or university which is
located and chartered in Florida, is not for profit, is
accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools or the Accrediting Council
for Independent Colleges and Schools, and which confers degrees
as defined in s. 1005.02 shall be eligible for inclusion in the
dual enrollment or early admission program. Students enrolled in
dual enrollment instruction shall be exempt from the payment of
tuition and fees, including laboratory fees. No student enrolled
in college credit mathematics or English dual enrollment

instruction shall be funded as a dual enrollment unless the
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432 student has successfully completed the relevant section of the
433 entry-level examination required pursuant to s. 1008.30.

434 Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2008.
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