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HB 1217 2009

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to water management districts; amending s.
373.073, F.S.; requiring the election rather than
appointment of members of the governing boards of the
water management districts; providing for termination of
terms of current officeholders; providing for terms of
office, nonpartisan elections, filling of wvacancies, and
residency requirements; amending s. 373.536, F.S.;
revising provisions relating to the fiscal year and budget
submission; transferring budget approval authority from
the Executive Office of the Governor to the Legislature;
revising provisions relating to the review and submission
of water management district budgets; amending s. 373.026,
F.S.; conforming a reference; prescribing an annual salary
and funding source for members; prohibiting the denial of
a permit for a well or water usage to grow agricultural
seed stock or plants under certain circumstances;

providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 373.073, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
to read:

373.073 Governing board.--

(1) (a) The governing board of each water management

district shall be composed of 9 elected members who must shatd

reside within the district, except that the Southwest Florida

Water Management District shall be composed of 13 elected
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85 industry;—teocal—goverament;—government—owned—or privatelyowned
86 water—uEilities—I aw,—eivit—enginecering,—environmental—seienees
87 bydreleogyr—aeccounting—or financialbusinesses—Netwithstanding
88 theprovisions—eof any other general or Speeciat—taw—teo—the

89 contrary,—vVacaneies—in—the governing boards—of thewater

90| maragement—districts shall befiltedaecording—+te the following
91 residency requirements, representing areas designated by the

92 United States Water Resources Council in United States

93 Geological Survey, River Basin and Hydrological Unit Map of

94 Florida--1975, Map Series No. 72:

95 (a) Northwest Florida Water Management District:

96 1. One member must shatd reside in the area generally

97 designated as the "Perdido River Basin-Perdido Bay Coastal Area-
98| Lower Conecuh River-Escambia River Basin" hydrologic units and
99| that portion of the "Escambia Bay Coastal Area" hydrologic unit
100| which lies west of Pensacola Bay and Escambia Bay.
101 2. One member must shald: reside in the area generally
102 designated as the "Blackwater River Basin-Yellow River Basin-
103| Choctawhatchee Bay Coastal Area" hydrologic units and that
104| portion of the "Escambia Bay Coastal Area" hydrologic unit which
105 lies east of Pensacola Bay and Escambia Bay.
106 3. One member must skaltdt reside in the area generally
107| designated as the "Choctawhatchee River Basin-St. Andrews Bay
108 Coastal Area" hydrologic units.
109 4. One member must shalt reside in the area generally
110 designated as the "Lower Chattahoochee-Apalachicola River-
111 Chipola River Basin-Coastal Area between Ochlockonee River
112| Apalachicola Rivers-Apalachicola Bay coastal area and offshore
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islands" hydrologic units.
5. One member must shait reside in the area generally

designated as the "Ochlockonee River Basin-St. Marks and Wakulla

Rivers and coastal area between Aucilla and Ochlockonee River

Basin" hydrologic units.

6. Four members shall be elected appeinted at large+
xecept—that no—ecounty shall have more—+thantwo members—on—Eth
goveraingboard.

(b) Suwannee River Water Management District:

1. One member must shatdt reside in the area generally

designated as the "Aucilla River Basin" hydrologic unit.

2. One member must shadt+ reside in the area generally
designated as the "Coastal Area between Suwannee and Aucilla
Rivers" hydrologic unit.

3. One member must shait reside in the area generally
designated as the "Withlacoochee River Basin-Alapaha River
Basin-Suwannee River Basin above the Withlacoochee River"
hydrologic units.

4. One member must skatt reside in the area generally

designated as the "Suwannee River Basin below the Withlacoochee
River excluding the Santa Fe River Basin" hydrologic unit.

5. One member must skaltdt reside in the area generally

designated as the "Santa Fe Basin-Waccasassa River and coastal

area between Withlacoochee and Suwannee River" hydrologic units.

6. Four members shall be elected appeirnted at large+
corntE +Fh a4+ A PSP-CEEE N TN 2N | h sz "o +hoarm o maoamba r o n +h
A \/ctJL, CIITTC T \/Uullb_y [0 % | @ i g TTTC A IO 1T CTITITIT W TITCTTIIO T 1O OTT LSS i By

(c) St. Johns River Water Management District:
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141 1. One member must skhatdt reside in the area generally

142| designated as the "St. Marys River Basin-Coastal area between
143 St. Marys and St. Johns Rivers" hydrologic units.
144 2. One member must shatd reside in the area generally

145 designated as the "St. Johns River Basin below Oklawaha River-
146 Coastal area between the St. Johns River and Ponce de Leon

147 Inlet" hydrologic units.

148 3. One member must shatd: reside in the area generally

149| designated as the "Oklawaha River Basin" hydrologic unit.
150 4. One member must shatdt reside in the area generally

151 designated as the "St. Johns River Basin above the Oklawaha
152| River" hydrologic unit.

153 5. One member must shalt reside in the area generally

154 designated as the "Coastal area between Ponce de Leon Inlet and
155 Sebastian Inlet-Coastal area Sebastian Inlet to St. Lucie River"

156| hydrologic units.

157 6. Four members shall be elected appeirnted at large+
158 cept—thaot no——ecounty sholl hove more—than twomembers—on—Fth
159| geverningboard.

160 (d) South Florida Water Management District:

161 1 Two members must shald reside in Miami-Dade County.
162 2 One member must skhadt reside in Broward County.

163 3. One member must shald+t reside in Palm Beach County.
164 4 One member must shaidt reside in Collier County, Lee

165 County, Hendry County, or Charlotte County.
166 5. One member must shatd+ reside in Glades County,

167 Okeechobee County, Highlands County, Polk County, Orange County,

168 or Osceola County.
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6. Two members, elected appeinted at large, must shatdt

reside in amr—area—eensistingof St. Lucie County, Martin County,
Palm Beach County, Broward County, Miami-Dade County, or an¢
Monroe County €Eeunties.

7. One member, elected appointed at large, must shai:

ting—of Collier County, Lee County,

o
=}

l__l.

reside in amr—area—econs
Charlotte County, Hendry County, Glades County, Osceola County,
Okeechobee County, Polk County, Highlands County, or amd Orange
County €Ceunties.

S Neo—ecounty—shall—have more—than—+thsr members—on—th
governing—beard-

(e) Southwest Florida Water Management District:

1. Two members shall reside in Hillsborough County.

2. One member must shaltd: reside in the area consisting of
Hillsborough and Pinellas Counties.

3. Two members must shaltt reside in Pinellas County.

4. One member must shatdt reside in Manatee County.

5. Two members must shatdt reside in Polk County.

6. One member must shatdt reside in Pasco County.

7. One member must shaedt be elected appeointed—at—targe
from Levy County, Citrus County, Sumter County, or amd Lake

County €eunties.

8. One member shall be elected appeinted at large from
Hardee County, DeSoto County, or amd Highlands County Ceunties.

9. One member shall be elected appeinted at large from
Marion County or amd Hernando County Eeuwnties.

10. One member shall be elected appeinted at large from
Sarasota County or amd Charlotte County Ceunties.
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Section 2. Subsections (1), (2), and (5) of section
373.536, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
373.536 District budget and hearing thereon.--
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(1) FISCAL YEAR.--The fiscal year of districts created
under the provisions of this chapter shall extend from July
Oeteber 1 of one year through June September 30 of the following
year.

(2) BUDGET SUBMITTAL.--The budget officer of the district

shall—en—-oerbefore—July 15 ofecach year; submit for
consideration by the governing board of the district a tentative
budget for the district covering its proposed operations and
funding requirements for the ensuing fiscal year.

(5) TENTATIVE BUDGET CONTENTS AND SUBMISSION; REVIEW AND

APPROVAL.--

(a) The Legislature Exeeutive Office—-of+the Governor 1is

authorized to approve or disapprove, in whole or in part, the
budget of each water management district and shall analyze each
budget as to the adequacy of fiscal resources available to the
district and the adequacy of district expenditures related to
water supply, including water resource development projects
identified in the district's regional water supply plans; water
and natural

quality; flood protection and floodplain management;

systems. This analysis shall be based on the particular needs

within each water management district in those four areas of

responsibility.
TAZNAY Th hn PoTER i T OfFfF1 ~ £ + 1K Cozaornaor ana +h watraor
A\ T T o OCTT = [ S S W) O T A=A LT ITT O T r T WoTTIm
manacsxamant Ad ot g At ol daszal o Ny~~~ BN A N
1ll().11().\jclllcllk, |\ I Hir WD ) P S S W Sy } o IITO 1T A\ A C_I_UtJ tJJ_U\/COO \—a T T T T T CTTOCT
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225| budgets;——as cessary—Writtendisapproval—of anvy previsien—in

226 the—+tentative budget—ust—b cetvedby—thedistrietatdeast——S

227 bpusimess—days—prierte—the finaldistrict budgetadoptieon

228 rearing—eeonduveted—under s+——206-0652{ad——FFf written disapprovat

229 ef—anyportien—of the budgetis notreeceived ot Jdeast S5 business

230 days—prieor—+teo—the final budgetadeption hearing,—thegoverning

231 beoardmay preocecedwith finat adoptiorn—Any provisien rejeckted by

232 the—Governor shatt—reotPbedneludeddnadistricet'sfinal budget-

233 (b)+4e> Each water management district shall, by January

234| Auwguest 1 of each year, submit for review a tentative budget to

235 the Governor, the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the

236| House of Representatives, the chairs of all legislative

237 committees and subcommittees with substantive or fiscal

238 jurisdiction over water management districts, as determined by

239 the President of the Senate or the Speaker of the House of

240 Representatives as applicable, the secretary of the department,

2411 and the governing body of each county in which the district has

242 jurisdiction or derives any funds for the operations of the

243| district.

244 (c)+e&) The tentative budget must set forth the proposed

245 expenditures of the district, to which may be added an amount to

246| be held as reserve. The tentative budget must include, but is

247 not limited to, the following information for the preceding

248 fiscal year and the current fiscal year, and the proposed

249| amounts for the upcoming fiscal year, in a standard format

250| prescribed by the Legislature Exeeutive Office—-ofthe GCovernor:

251 1. The estimated amount of funds remaining at the

252| beginning of the fiscal year which have been obligated for the
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253| payment of outstanding commitments not yet completed.

254 2. The estimated amount of unobligated funds or net cash
255| balance on hand at the beginning of the fiscal year, and the
256| estimated amount of funds to be raised by district taxes or

257 received from other sources to meet the requirements of the

258 district.

259 3. The millage rates and the percentage increase above the
260 rolled-back rate, together with a summary of the reasons the
261 increase is required, and the percentage increase in taxable
262| wvalue resulting from new construction within the district.

263 4. The salaries and benefits, expenses, operating capital
264 outlay, number of authorized positions, and other personal

265 services for the following program areas of the district:

266 a Water resource planning and monitoring;

267 b. Land acquisition, restoration, and public works;
268 c. Operation and maintenance of works and lands;
269 d. Regulation;

270 e. Outreach for which the information provided must

271 contain a full description and accounting of expenditures for
272| water resources education; public information and public

273| relations, including public service announcements and

274| advertising in any media; and lobbying activities related to

275 local, regional, state and federal governmental affairs, whether
276| incurred by district staff or through contractual services; and
277 f. Management and administration.

278
279 In addition to the program areas reported by all water

280 management districts, the South Florida Water Management
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311 Section 3. Paragraph (d) of subsection (8) of section

312 373.026, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

313 373.026 General powers and duties of the department.--The
314 department, or its successor agency, shall be responsible for
315 the administration of this chapter at the state level. However,
316 it is the policy of the state that, to the greatest extent

317| possible, the department may enter into interagency or

318 interlocal agreements with any other state agency, any water

319| management district, or any local government conducting programs
320 related to or materially affecting the water resources of the
321 state. All such agreements shall be subject to the provisions of
322 s. 373.046. In addition to its other powers and duties, the

323 department shall, to the greatest extent possible:

324 (8)

325 (d) The Legislature ExeecutiveOoffice—of the Governor,

326| pursuant to its duties under s. 373.536(5) to approve or

327| disapprove, in whole or in part, the budget of each water

328| management district, shall review all proposed expenditures for
329| project components in the district's budget.

330 Section 4. The annual salary of a governing board member,

331| payable in 12 equal monthly installments, shall be $12,000. The

332 salary shall be paid from collected ad valorem taxes.

333 Section 5. A farmer or grower may not be denied a permit

334 for a well or other water usage to grow agricultural seed stock

335 or plants.
336 Section 6. This act shall take effect July 1, 20009.
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