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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the collection of taxes; creating
s. 215.125, F.S.; authorizing a local government to
enter into a contract with a private attorney or
collection agent to collect non-ad valorem taxes,
fees, service charges, fines, and costs that remain
unpaid for 90 days after the due date for such
financial obligations; authorizing a tax collector to
enter into a contract with a private collector or
collection agent to collect tangible personal property
taxes that remain unpaid for 90 days after the taxes
become delinquent; providing that the collection fee,
including reasonable attorney's fees or other costs,
may be added to an account referred for collection;
prohibiting such fees and costs from exceeding 40
percent of the amount owed; requiring that a
collection fee that is added to an account for
delingquent tangible personal property taxes become a
part of an underlying tax lien; requiring that a tax
collector notify the owner of a delinquent account
that such account will be referred to a private
attorney or collection agent at least 30 days before
such referral; authorizing a tax collector to recover
collection fees in an amount equal to 20 percent of
the amount owed if the collection fee has not attached
to the tangible personal property taxes; providing for
the liability of delingquent taxpayers; providing an

effective date.
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Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 215.125, Florida Statutes, 1is created to
read:

215.125 Collection of delinquent financial obligations owed

to units of local government.—

(1) In addition to other provisions of law relating to the

collection of financial obligations owed to units of local

government, a local government may enter into a contract with a

private attorney or collection agent for the collection of non-

ad valorem taxes and any fees, service charges, fines, costs,

and other amounts owed to the local government which remain

unpaid for 90 days after the due date of such financial

obligations. A tax collector may also enter into a contract with

a private attorney or collection agent for the collection of

tangible personal property taxes that remain unpaid for 90 days

after the date that such taxes become delinquent.

(2) The collection fee, including any reasonable attorney's

fees or other costs, paid to a private attorney or collection

agent may be added to an account that is referred for collection

pursuant to this section. The collection fee, including any

reasonable attorney's fees or other costs, may not exceed 40

percent of the amount owed. The collection fee, including any

reasonable attorney's fees or other costs, which is added to an

account for delinquent tangible personal property taxes shall

become part of the underlying tax lien arising under s.
197.122 (1) .

(3) If a tax collector adds the collection fee to a

delinquent account, the tax collector shall notify the owner of
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the account, at least 30 days before referring such account for

collection, that the delinquent account may be referred to a

private attorney or collection agent for collection and that

attorney’s fees or other fees and costs relating to collection,

including court costs, shall be added to the total amount owed

on the account.

(4) If a tax warrant or an administrative or judicial

action or proceeding includes unpaid tangible personal property

taxes for the current year to which the collection fee has not

yet attached and the tax collector has entered into a contract

with a private attorney or collection agent, the tax collector

may recover collection fees in an amount equal to 20 percent of

the amount of taxes, penalties, and interest due on the current

year's taxes.

(5) Upon delinquency, the taxpayer is liable for all unpaid

delinquent personal property taxes, penalties, costs, fees, and

interest due.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2009.
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