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LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Senate . House
Comm: RCS
04/15/2009
The Committee on Education Pre-K - 12 Appropriations (Wise)

recommended the following:

Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

Delete everything after the enacting clause
and insert:

Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 1003.413, Florida
Statutes, 1is amended to read:

1003.413 Florida Secondary School Redesign Act.—

(1) For purposes of this section, the term “secondary

school” means a school that serves Secendary schoolsare—sechools
. . .

ar

ret—primarity—serve students in grades 6 through 12. A

secondary school does not include an elementary school serving
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students only through grade 6. It is the intent of the

Legislature to provide for secondary school redesign so that
students promoted from the 8th grade have the necessary academic
skills for success in high school and students graduating from
high school have the necessary skills for success in the
workplace and postsecondary education.

Section 2. Subsection (5) of section 1003.413, Florida

Statutes, is repealed.

Section 3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
1003.4156, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

1003.4156 General requirements for middle grades
promotion.—

(1) Beginning with students entering grade 6 in the 2006-
2007 school year, promotion from a school composed of middle
grades 6, 7, and 8 requires that:

(a) The student must successfully complete academic courses
as follows:

1. Three middle school or higher courses in English. These
courses shall emphasize literature, composition, and technical
text.

2. Three middle school or higher courses in mathematics.
FEach middle school must offer at least one high school level
mathematics course for which students may earn high school
credit.

3. Three middle school or higher courses in social studies,
one semester of which must include the study of state and
federal government and civics education.

4. Three middle school or higher courses in science.

5. One course in career and education planning to be
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completed in 7th or 8th grade. The course may be taught by any
member of the instructional staff; must include career

exploration using Florida CHOICES fer—the2tst—Century Or a

comparable cost-effective program; must include educational
planning using the online student advising system known as
Florida Academic Counseling and Tracking for Students at the
Internet website FACTS.org; and shall result in the completion

of a personalized academic and career plan.

Each school must hold a parent meeting either in the evening or
on a weekend to inform parents about the course curriculum and
activities. Each student shall complete an electronic personal
education plan that must be signed by the student; the student’s
instructor, guidance counselor, or academic advisor; and the
student’s parent. By—Janrvary—++—260++ The Department of
Education shall develop course frameworks and professional
development materials for the career exploration and education
planning course. The course may be implemented as a stand-alone
course or integrated into another course or courses. The
Commissioner of Education shall collect longitudinal high school
course enrollment data by student ethnicity in order to analyze
course-taking patterns.

Section 4. Subsection (1), paragraph (c) of subsection (7),
and subsection (8) of section 1003.429, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

1003.429 Accelerated high school graduation options.—

(1) Students who enter grade 9 in the 2006-2007 school year
and thereafter may select, upon receipt of each consent required

by this section, one of the following three high school
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(a) Completion of the general requirements for high school

graduation options:

graduation pursuant to s. 1003.428 or s. 1003.43, as applicable;

(b) Completion of a 3-year standard college preparatory
program requiring successful completion of a minimum of 18
academic credits in grades 9 through 12. At least 6 of the 18
credits required for completion of this program must be received
in classes that are offered pursuant to the International
Baccalaureate Program, the Advanced Placement Program, dual
enrollment, Advanced International Certificate of Education, or
specifically listed or identified by the Department of Education
as rigorous pursuant to s. 1009.531(3). The 18 credits required
for completion of this program shall be primary requirements and
shall be distributed as follows:

1. Four credits in English, with major concentration in
composition and literature;

2. Three credits in mathematics at the Algebra I level or
higher from the list of courses that qualify for state

university admission. Beginning with students who enter grade 9

in the 2009-2010 school year, four credits in mathematics at the

Algebra I level or higher from the list of courses that qualify

for state university admission;

3. Three credits in natural science, two of which must have
a laboratory component;

4., Three credits in social sciences, which must include one
credit in American history, one credit in world history, one-
half credit in American government, and one-half credit in
economics;

5. Two credits in the same second language unless the
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student is a native speaker of or can otherwise demonstrate
competency in a language other than English. If the student
demonstrates competency in another language, the student may
replace the language requirement with two credits in other
academic courses; and

6. Three credits in electives. Beginning with students who

enter grade 9 in the 2009-2010 school year, two credits in

electives; or

(c) Completion of a 3-year career preparatory program
requiring successful completion of a minimum of 18 academic
credits in grades 9 through 12. The 18 credits shall be primary
requirements and shall be distributed as follows:

1. Four credits in English, with major concentration in
composition and literature;

2. Three credits in mathematics, one of which must be
Algebra I;

3. Three credits in natural science, two of which must have
a laboratory component;

4. Three credits in social sciences, which must include one
credit in American history, one credit in world history, one-
half credit in American government, and one-half credit in
economics;

5. Three credits in a single vocational or career education
program, three credits in career and technical certificate dual
enrollment courses, or five credits in vocational or career
education courses; and

6. Two credits in electives unless five credits are earned

pursuant to subparagraph 5.
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Any student who selected an accelerated graduation program
before July 1, 2004, may continue that program, and all
statutory program requirements that were applicable when the
student made the program choice shall remain applicable to the
student as long as the student continues that program.

(7) If, at the end of grade 10, a student is not on track
to meet the credit, assessment, or grade-point-average
requirements of the accelerated graduation option selected, the
school shall notify the student and parent of the following:

(c) The right of the student to change to the 4-year
program set forth in s. 1003.428 or s. 1003.43, as applicable.

(8) A student who selected one of the accelerated 3-year
graduation options shall automatically move to the 4-year

program set forth in s. 1003.428 or s. 1003.43, as applicable,

if the student:

(a) Exercises his or her right to change to the 4-year
program;

(b) Fails to earn 5 credits by the end of grade 9 or fails
to earn 11 credits by the end of grade 10;

(c) Does not achieve a score of 3 or higher on the grade 10
FCAT Writing assessment; or

(d) By the end of grade 11 does not meet the requirements
of subsections (1) and (6).

Section 5. Subsection (1) and paragraph (f) of subsection
(4) of section 1003.621, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1003.621 Academically high-performing school districts.—It
is the intent of the Legislature to recognize and reward school
districts that demonstrate the ability to consistently maintain

or improve their high-performing status. The purpose of this
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section is to provide high-performing school districts with
flexibility in meeting the specific requirements in statute and
rules of the State Board of Education.

(1) ACADEMICALLY HIGH-PERFORMING SCHOOL DISTRICT.-—

(a) The State Board of Education shall annually designate a

school district as #s an academically high-performing school

district if the district 4+t meets the following criteria:

l.a. Beginning with the 2004-2005 school year, earns a
grade of “A” under s. 1008.34(7) for 2 consecutive years; and

b. Has no district-operated school that earns a grade of
“F” under s. 1008.34;

2. Complies with all class size requirements in s. 1, Art.
IX of the State Constitution and s. 1003.03; and

3. Has no material weaknesses or instances of material

noncompliance noted in the annual financial audit conducted

pursuant to s. 218.39.
(b) EFacnh o~k ] A1 at v~ o ot af o+ 1317 2 +57
10T T =) TR0 10 |\ N NS U S (= CITTO T [SSJ1 & Nl USRI HirUD I S S WS ) T \_,_L_Lv_LLJ_L_L_LL_,_Y
eriteria—in—this subsection—shall—bedesigrated—Py The State

Board of Education shall designate a school district as an

academically high-performing school district at the next State

Board of Education meeting occurring on or after February 1 of

each year. The designation is effective beginning with the

following school year and remains effective through the entire

school year. With the exception of the statutes listed in

subsection (2), upon designation as an academically high-
performing school district, each such district is exempt from
the provisions in chapters 1000-1013 which pertain to school

districts and rules of the State Board of Education which

implement these exempt provisions. Fhis—exemption—remains—in
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mathematics, science, and any other subject that is included as
a part of the statewide assessment program in s. 1008.22. The
annual report shall be submitted in a format prescribed by the
Department of Education and shall include, but need not be
limited to, the following:

(f) A list of each statute and rule that the district did

not comply with, pursuant to paragraph (1) (b) deseription—-of

ah
T

= na +h
CaCtt o

Worver—ahn status—ofecach waiver.
Section 6. Paragraph (b) of subsection (8) of section
1008.25, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
1008.25 Public school student progression; remedial
instruction; reporting requirements.—
(8) ANNUAL REPORT.—
(b) Each district school board must annually publish in the

local newspaper or on the district school board’s Internet

website, and submit a corresponding link repert—in—writing to
the State Board of Education by October 1 September—1t of each

year, the following information on the prior school year:

1. The provisions of this section relating to public school
student progression and the district school board’s policies and
procedures on student retention and promotion.

2. By grade, the number and percentage of all students in
grades 3 through 10 performing at Levels 1 and 2 on the reading
portion of the FCAT.

3. By grade, the number and percentage of all students
retained in grades 3 through 10.

4. Information on the total number of students who were
promoted for good cause, by each category of good cause as

specified in paragraph (6) (b).
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5. Any revisions to the district school board’s policy on

student retention and promotion from the prior year.

Section
Statutes, is
1008.36
(4) A1l

depending on

7. Subsection (4) of section 1008.36, Florida
amended to read:

Florida School Recognition Program.—

selected schools shall receive financial awards

the availability of funds appropriated and the

number and size of schools selected to receive an award. Funds

must be distributed to the school’s fiscal agent and placed in

the school’s

account and must be used for purposes listed in

subsection (5) as determined jointly by the school’s staff and

school advisory council. If school staff and the school advisory

council cannot reach agreement by February 1 Newvember—3+, the

awards must be equally distributed to all classroom teachers

currently teaching in the school.

Notwithstanding statutory provisions to the contrary, incentive

awards are not subject to collective bargaining.

Section

8. This act shall take effect July 1, 2009.

And the title is amended as follows:

Delete everything before the enacting clause

and insert:

A bill to be entitled

An act relating to school improvement and

accountability; amending s. 1003.413, F.S.; redefining

the term “secondary school” to no longer include an

elementary school serving students through grade 6
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273 only; repealing s. 1003.413(5), F.S., relating to a
274 requirement that the Commissioner of Education create
275 and implement the Secondary School Improvement Award
276 Program; amending s. 1003.4156, F.S.; correcting a

277 cross-reference; amending s. 1003.429, F.S.; revising
278 provisions relating to accelerated high school

279 graduation; revising the credits for certain courses
280 required under the 3-year standard college preparatory
281 program beginning with students who enter grade 9 in
282 the 2009-2010 school year; amending s. 1003.621, F.S.;
283 requiring that the State Board of Education annually
284 designate school districts as academically high-

285 performing school districts if certain criteria are
286 met; requiring that such designation occur at the next
287 meeting of the State Board of Education on or after a
288 specified date each year; providing that the

289 designation is effective beginning the following

290 school year; revising the information that an

291 academically high-performing school district must

292 include in its annual report to the State Board of

293 Education and the Legislature; amending s. 1008.25,
294 F.S.; requiring that each district school board

295 annually post certain information on its Internet

296 website; revising the date that each district school
297 board is required to report certain information to the
298 State Board of Education; amending s. 1008.36, F.S.;
299 revising the date that school staff and the school

300 advisory council are required to reach an agreement
301 regarding the distribution of financial awards under
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302 the Florida School Recognition Program; providing an

303 effective date.
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