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Florida Senate - 2009
By Senator Bullard
39-00249-09 200

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the Florida Comprehensive
Assessment Test; amending s. 1003.03, F.S.; removing
the requirement that a district school board adopt
policies for meeting class size maximums which allow a
student to graduate from high school if the student
passes the grade 10 FCAT; amending s. 1003.428, F.S.;
removing the requirement that a student earn a passing
score on the FCAT or alternative assessment to
graduate from high school; amending s. 1003.429, F.S.;
removing the requirement that a student pursuing an
accelerated 3-year high school graduation earn a
passing score on the FCAT or alternative assessment;
amending s. 1003.43, F.S.; conforming provisions to
changes made by the act; amending s. 1003.433, F.S.;
conforming provisions to changes made by the act
relating to out-of-state and out-of-country transfer
students and students needing additional instruction
to meet the requirements for high school graduation;
amending s. 1008.22, F.S.; conforming provisions to
changes made by the act relating to the statewide
assessment program; amending s. 1008.25, F.S.;
removing provisions relating to the mandatory
retention of a student in grade 3 who does not meet
the proficiency level required on the reading portion

of the FCAT; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
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Section 1. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of section
1003.03, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1003.03 Maximum class size.—

(3) IMPLEMENTATION OPTIONS.—District school boards must
consider, but are not limited to, implementing the following
items in order to meet the constitutional class size maximums
described in subsection (1) and the two-student-per-year
reduction required in subsection (2):

(c)1l. Repeal district school board policies that require

students to have more than 24 credits to graduate from high

school.
2. Adopt policies that +e allow students to graduscte from
high——secheootl——as—seoonas—they pass—the grade310—FCAT and complete

the courses required for high school graduation.

Section 2. Subsection (4), paragraph (b) of subsection (7),
and subsection (8) of section 1003.428, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

1003.428 General requirements for high school graduation;
revised.—

(4) Each district school board shall establish standards
for graduation from its schools, which must include:

(a) Successful completion of the academic credit or

curriculum requirements of subsections (1) and (2).
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(b) 4> Completion of all other applicable requirements

prescribed by the district school board pursuant to s. 1008.25.
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(c)4& Achievement of a cumulative grade point average of

2.0 on a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent, in the courses required

by this section.

Each district school board shall adopt policies designed to
assist students in meeting the requirements of this subsection.
These policies may include, but are not limited to: forgiveness
policies, summer school or before or after school attendance,
special counseling, volunteers or peer tutors, school-sponsored
help sessions, homework hotlines, and study skills classes.
Forgiveness policies for required courses shall be limited to
replacing a grade of “D” or “F,” or the equivalent of a grade of
“D” or “F,” with a grade of “C” or higher, or the equivalent of
a grade of “C” or higher, earned subsequently in the same or
comparable course. Forgiveness policies for elective courses
shall be limited to replacing a grade of “D” or “F,” or the
equivalent of a grade of “D” or “F,” with a grade of “C” or
higher, or the equivalent of a grade of “C” or higher, earned
subsequently in another course. The only exception to these
forgiveness policies shall be made for a student in the middle
grades who takes any high school course for high school credit
and earns a grade of “C,” “D,” or “F” or the equivalent of a
grade of “C,” “D,” or “F.” In such case, the district
forgiveness policy must allow the replacement of the grade with
a grade of “C” or higher, or the equivalent of a grade of “C” or
higher, earned subsequently in the same or comparable course. In
all cases of grade forgiveness, only the new grade shall be used
in the calculation of the student's grade point average. Any

course grade not replaced according to a district school board
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forgiveness policy shall be included in the calculation of the
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cumulative grade point average required for graduation.
(7)
(b) A student who completes the minimum number of credits
(L), (2),

but who is unable to meet the standards of paragraph

(4) (c) —er—paragraph—{drter,

certificate of completion in a form prescribed by the State

and
(4) (b)

shall be awarded a

and other requirements prescribed by subsections
(3),
ory paragraph
Board of Education. However, any student who is otherwise
entitled to a certificate of completion may elect to remain in
the secondary school either as a full-time student or a part-
time student for up to 1 additional year and receive special
instruction designed to remedy his or her identified
deficiencies.

(8)4=> Each district school board must provide instruction
to prepare students with disabilities to demonstrate proficiency

in the core content knowledge and skills necessary for

successful grade-to-grade progression and high school

graduation.
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Section 3. Subsections (6), (7), and (8) of section
1003.429, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
1003.429 Accelerated high school graduation options.—
(6) Students pursuing accelerated 3-year high school
graduation options pursuant to paragraph (1) (b) or paragraph

(1) (c¢) are required to:
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(a)+4PB>+1. Achieve a cumulative weighted grade point average
of 3.5 on a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent, in the courses
required for the college preparatory accelerated 3-year high
school graduation option pursuant to paragraph (1) (b); or

2. Achieve a cumulative weighted grade point average of 3.0
on a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent, in the courses required for
the career preparatory accelerated 3-year high school graduation
option pursuant to paragraph (1) (c).

(b)+4e> Receive a weighted or unweighted grade that earns at
least 3.0 points, or its equivalent, to earn course credit
toward the 18 credits required for the college preparatory
accelerated 3-year high school graduation option pursuant to
paragraph (1) (b).

(c)+eh- Receive a weighted or unweighted grade that earns at
least 2.0 points, or its equivalent, to earn course credit
toward the 18 credits required for the career preparatory
accelerated 3-year high school graduation option pursuant to

paragraph (1) (c).
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Weighted grades referredto—in poragraphs—tbr+—Fter—and—h
shall be applied to those courses specifically listed or

identified by the department as rigorous pursuant to s.
1009.531(3) or weighted by the district school board for class
ranking purposes.

(7) If, at the end of grade 10, a student is not on track

to meet the credit+—assessments or grade-point-average

requirements of the accelerated graduation option selected, the
school shall notify the student and parent of the following:

(a) The requirements that the student is not currently
meeting.

(b) The specific performance necessary in grade 11 for the
student to meet the accelerated graduation requirements.

(c) The right of the student to change to the 4-year
program set forth in s. 1003.43.

(8) A student who selected one of the accelerated 3-year
graduation options shall automatically move to the 4-year
program set forth in s. 1003.43 if the student:

(a) Exercises his or her right to change to the 4-year
program;

(b) Fails to earn 5 credits by the end of grade 9 or fails
to earn 11 credits by the end of grade 10;
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requirements of subsections (1) and (6).
Section 4. Subsection (5), paragraph (b) of subsection

(10), and subsection (11) of section 1003.43, Florida Statutes,
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1003.43 General requirements for high school graduation.—
(5) Each district school board shall establish standards

for graduation from its schools, and these standards must

include:
:
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prescribed by the district school board pursuant to s.

grade before the 1997-1998 school year;

by subsection

may include,

help sessions,
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(a) > Completion of all ether applicable requirements
1008.25.

(b)4e)> Achievement of a cumulative grade point average of

1.5 on a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent, for students entering 9th

however, these students

must earn a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 on a 4.0

in the courses required by subsection
1997,

cumulative grade point average of 2.0 or above.

scale, or its equivalent,

(1) which #hkat are taken after July 1, or have an overall

(c)4&) Achievement of a cumulative grade point average of

2.0 on a 4.0 scale,
(1),
1998 school year and thereafter.

or i1its equivalent, in the courses required

for students entering 9th grade in the 1997-

“e-:
1. Each district school board shall adopt policies designed

+e} and (c¢)

(d)4e> For purposes of paragraphs (b)

to assist students in meeting these requirements. These policies

but are not limited to: forgiveness policies,
summer school or before or after school attendance, special
counseling, volunteer or ameéfer peer tutors, school-sponsored

homework hotlines, and study skills classes.
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204 Beginning in the 2000-2001 school year and each year thereafter,
205 forgiveness policies for required courses shall be limited to
206 replacing a grade of “D” or “F,” or the equivalent of a grade of
207 “D” or “F,” with a grade of “C” or higher, or the equivalent of
208 a grade of “C” or higher, earned subsequently in the same or
209 comparable course. Forgiveness policies for elective courses
210 shall be limited to replacing a grade of “D” or “F,” or the
211 equivalent of a grade of “D” or “F,” with a grade of “C” or
212 higher, or the equivalent of a grade of “C” or higher, earned
213 subsequently in another course. Any course grade not replaced
214 according to a district school board forgiveness policy shall be
215 included in the calculation of the cumulative grade point
216| average required for graduation.
217 2. At the end of each semester, the parent of each student
218 in grades 9, 10, 11, and 12 who has a cumulative grade point
219 average of less than 0.5 above the cumulative grade point
220| average required for graduation shall be notified that the
221 student is at risk of not meeting the requirements for
222| graduation. The notice shall contain an explanation of the
223| policies the district school board has in place to assist the
224 student in meeting the grade point average requirement.
225 3. Special assistance to obtain a high school equivalency
226| diploma pursuant to s. 1003.435 may be given only if when the
2277 student has completed all requirements for graduation except the
228 attainment of the required cumulative grade point average.
229
230 The standards required in this subsection, and any subseqgquent
231 modifications, shall be reprinted in the Florida Administrative

232 Code even though not defined as “rules.”
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(10)
(b) A student who completes the minimum number of credits
and other requirements prescribed by subsections (1) and (4),

(5) (a) or+

but who is unable to meet the standards of paragraph

(5) (b) —er—paragraph—(5rte),

certificate of completion in a form prescribed by the State

paragraph shall be awarded a

Board of Education. However, any student who is otherwise
entitled to a certificate of completion may elect to remain in
the secondary school either as a full-time student or a part-
time student for up to 1 additional year and receive special
instruction designed to remedy his or her identified
deficiencies.

(11)4=> Each district school board must provide instruction
to prepare students with disabilities to demonstrate proficiency
in the core content knowledge and skills necessary for

successful grade-to-grade progression and high school

graduation.
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320 1008.22 Student assessment program for public schools.—
321 (1) PURPOSE.—The primary purposes of the student assessment

322| program are to provide information needed to improve the public
323 schools by enhancing the learning gains of all students and to
324 inform parents of the educational progress of their public

325 school children. The program must be designed to:

326 (c) Identify the educational strengths and needs of

327 students anrd—the readinesseof students+teo be promotedto—th

328 resxt—grade—tevel—or—tograduatefrom high scheol—with o sStandard
329| er—speeciathigh schootdiploma.

330 (3) STATEWIDE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM.—The commissioner shall

331| design and implement a statewide program of educational

332| assessment that provides information for the improvement of the
333 operation and management of the public schools, including

334 schools operating for the purpose of providing educational

335 services to youth in Department of Juvenile Justice programs.
336| The commissioner may enter into contracts for the continued

337 administration of the assessment, testing, and evaluation

338 programs authorized and funded by the Legislature. Contracts may
339 be initiated in 1 fiscal year and continue into the next and may
340 be paid from the appropriations of either or both fiscal years.
341 The commissioner is authorized to negotiate for the sale or

342 lease of tests, scoring protocols, test scoring services, and
343 related materials developed pursuant to law. Pursuant to the

344 statewide assessment program, the commissioner shall:

345 (c) Develop and implement a student achievement testing

346 program known as the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test

347 (FCAT) as part of the statewide assessment program to measure a

348 student's content knowledge and skills in reading, writing,
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349 science, and mathematics. Other content areas may be included as
350 directed by the commissioner. Comprehensive assessments of
351 reading and mathematics shall be administered annually in grades
352 3 through 10. Comprehensive assessments of writing and science
353 shall be administered at least once at the elementary, middle,
354 and high school levels. End-of-course assessments for a subject
355 may be administered in addition to the comprehensive assessments
356 required for that subject under this paragraph. An end-of-course
357 assessment must be rigorous, statewide, standardized, and
358 developed or approved by the department. The content knowledge
359 and skills assessed by comprehensive and end-of-course
360 assessments must be aligned to the core curricular content
361| established in the Sunshine State Standards. The commissioner
362 may select one or more nationally developed comprehensive
363 examinations, which may include, but need not be limited to,
364 examinations for a College Board Advanced Placement course,
365 International Baccalaureate course, or Advanced International
366 Certificate of Education course or industry-approved
367 examinations to earn national industry certifications as defined
368 in s. 1003.492, for use as end-of-course assessments under this
369| paragraph, if the commissioner determines that the content
370 knowledge and skills assessed by the examinations meet or exceed
371 the grade level expectations for the core curricular content
372| established for the course in the Next Generation Sunshine State
373 Standards. The commissioner may collaborate with the American
374 Diploma Project in the adoption or development of rigorous end-
375 of-course assessments that are aligned to the Next Generation
376 Sunshine State Standards. The testing program must be designed
377 as follows:
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1. The tests shall measure student skills and competencies
adopted by the State Board of Education as specified in
paragraph (a). The tests must measure and report studernt
proficiency levels of all students assessed in reading, writing,
mathematics, and science. The commissioner shall provide for the
tests to be developed or obtained, as appropriate, through
contracts and project agreements with private vendors, public
vendors, public agencies, postsecondary educational
institutions, or school districts. The commissioner shall obtain
input with respect to the design and implementation of the
testing program from state educators, assistive technology
experts, and the public.

2. The testing program shall be composed of criterion-
referenced tests that shall, to the extent determined by the
commissioner, include test items that require the student to
produce information or perform tasks in such a way that the core
content knowledge and skills he or she uses can be measured.

3. Beginning with the 2008-2009 school year, the
commissioner shall discontinue administration of the selected-
response test items on the comprehensive assessments of writing.
Beginning with the 2012-2013 school year, the comprehensive
assessments of writing shall be composed of a combination of
selected-response test items, short-response performance tasks,
and extended-response performance tasks, which shall measure a
student's content knowledge of writing, including, but not
limited to, paragraph and sentence structure, sentence
construction, grammar and usage, punctuation, capitalization,
spelling, parts of speech, verb tense, irregular verbs, subject-

verb agreement, and noun-pronoun agreement.
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implications of such instructional accommodations. The State

Board of Education shall adopt rules, based upon recommendations

of the commissioner, for the provision of test accommodations
for students in exceptional education programs and for students
who have limited English proficiency. Accommodations that negate
the validity of a statewide assessment are not permitted
attewab+te in the administration of the FCAT. However,
instructional accommodations are permitted adttewablte in the

classroom if included in a student's individual education plan.

ot oo PANPANE SRR [ BPSNSORoN N | N VU N S D n o+ TOMNT ooy Sz
CITTr T L& e IO T T T O WO T T (& UITHITO AT T 1T OUTTTHO IT CTT T T J.I.I.LA._Y TTTT
+ il N LN N e AN SIS PN I e M N + oot ramant o £ o
CTIT . A - \.1L/I._LJ_ TTT ITC WO oL LJL/LJ_UL/L(_A.LIL_, Ry CTT - \.1L/I._LJ_ TTT TTCTWO e =]
0034288t r—er—s+—3063-43 b~
7 N ot A~ o leamey N 007 4+ 1y oo 1 A1l Ao ot +
T e Fany [SAAv AW ITC =] Bl _LJ.J.\j IT L% S\ I W e ) J.J._L\jJ.J. =] T O \A_LLJ_L\JJ.I.I.LA. TITCOO O TTT |
+ P N N N W TP T SNy SN NPV Tl NN 3 er oo 1 ot Aot
CTIT O CLTTT | k_)L_,_LJ.J.\j - \.1L/I._LJ_ TTT TTCTWO CITTr T (& - \jL/I._LLA.J_ J.J._L\jJ.J. =] T O [SAAv AW 3 ITC
mgst—meet—

6.8+ District school boards must provide instruction to
prepare students to demonstrate proficiency in the core
curricular content established in the Next Generation Sunshine
State Standards adopted pursuant to wrder s. 1003.41+—retuding
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If a
student is provided with instructional accommodations in the
classroom that are not permitted attewabte as—aeccommodations 1in
the statewide assessment program, as described in the test
manuals, the district must inform the parent in writing and must
provide the parent with information regarding the impact on the
student's ability to meet expected proficiency levels in
reading, writing, and mathematics. The commissioner shall
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conduct studies as necessary to verify that the required core
curricular content is part of the district instructional
programs.

7.9+ District school boards must provide opportunities for
students to demonstrate an acceptable level of performance on an
alternative standardized assessment approved by the State Board
of Education following enrollment in summer academies.

8.+0+ The Department of Education must developy or selects
and implement a common battery of assessment tools that will be
used in all juvenile justice programs in the state. These tools
must accurately measure the core curricular content established
in the Sunshine State Standards.

9.+~ For students with disabilities who are seeking a

special diploma pursuant to s. 1003.438, the Department of
Education must develop or select and implement an alternate
assessment tool that accurately measures the core curricular

content established in the Sunshine State Standards fer—students

L DS [ RS W, I R o
W LT CTT A\ R WD &5 N N SN SN S W | AW -

1N0AR A28
TOUO U s TIOO .«

10.4+2= The Commissioner of Education shall establish
schedules for the administration of statewide assessments and
the reporting of student test results. The commissioner shall,
by August 1 of each year, notify each school district in writing
and publish on the department's Internet website the testing and
reporting schedules for, at a minimum, the school year following
the upcoming school year. The testing and reporting schedules

must skadtd+ require that:

a. There is the latest possible administration of statewide
assessments and the earliest possible reporting to the school

districts of student test results which is feasible within

Page 17 of 30

CODING: Words striekern are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2009 SB 290

39-00249-09 2009290
494 available technology and specific appropriations; however, test
495 results must be made available no later than the final day of
496 the regular school year for students.
497 b. Beginning with the 2010-2011 school year, a
498 comprehensive statewide assessment of writing is not
499 administered earlier than the week of March 1 and a
500 comprehensive statewide assessment of any other subject is not
501| administered earlier than the week of April 15.
502 c. A statewide standardized end-of-course assessment is
503 administered within the last 2 weeks of the course.
504
505 The commissioner may, based on collaboration and input from
506 school districts, design and implement student testing programs,
507 for any grade level and subject area, necessary to effectively
508 monitor educational achievement in the state, including the
509 measurement of educational achievement of the Sunshine State
510 Standards for students with disabilities. Development and
511 refinement of assessments shall include universal design
512| principles and accessibility standards that will prevent any
513 unintended obstacles for students with disabilities while
514 ensuring the validity and reliability of the test. These
515| principles must apply sheuvtdbeapplticablte to all technology

516 platforms and assistive devices available for the assessments.

517 The field testing process and psychometric analyses for the
518 statewide assessment program must include an appropriate

519| percentage of students with disabilities and an evaluation or
520 determination of the effect of test items on such students.
521 (9) APPLICABILITY OF TESTING STANDARDS.—

522 42> If the Commissioner of Education revises a statewide
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581 1008.25 Public school student progression; remedial

582 instruction; reporting requirements.—

583 (3) ALLOCATION OF RESOURCES.—District school boards shall

584 allocate remedial and supplemental instruction resources to

585 students in—+the following priority
586 () QL At o oo ENER Aaf i~ et 2 Ao o z + el £
\ ) [ SR w AW § TTCTWO WIT L& e oL [ E— — - ITC 1T - LA.\A_LJ.J.\j J\J_Y CTT T g
587 grade—3+
588 o —Students who fail to meet performance levels required

589 for promotion consistent with the district school board's plan
590 for student progression required in paragraph (2) (b).

591 (5) READING DEFICIENCY AND PARENTAL NOTIFICATION.—

592 (a) It is the ultimate goal of the Legislature that every
593 student read at or above grade level. Any student who exhibits a
594 substantial deficiency in reading, based upon locally determined

595 or statewide assessments eonduetedin kindergarten or grade 15

596 grade—2—eor—grade—3+ or through teacher observations, must be
597 given intensive reading instruction immediately following the
598 identification of the reading deficiency. The student's reading
599| proficiency must be reassessed by locally determined assessments
600 or through teacher observations at the beginning of the grade
601 following the intensive reading instruction. The student must
602 continue to be provided with intensive reading instruction until

603 the reading deficiency is remedied.

604 (1~ Rorra g~y 7o 4 + 20N 2NN o~~~ 1 PIANENEYS 1 £ +
\J\Jl 1 \j_LJ.J.J.J._LJ.J.\j W LT CTT CTIT A\ vy A\ =3 TR0 1T _Y LA.J_, i S CTT
605 atai A AN+ Ve Ny NS N Nz ENP B NN I I =i A 4 N oo () 1o
o O OO ITC =] - LA.\A_LJ.J.\j oL [ E— — o T _Y, & ) [ J N N WY N e A\ i N LJLA.J_LA.\jJ_LA.LJJ.J. \LA./ 12 Ju
606 et o~ Ao A sz + A £ ~r-A 2 A PN Aok S AN o B S T S I NE S I A
NN R - TTT |\ i A\ J\J_Y CTIT T g \jJ_LA.\A \/, T oL IITOTHO T T T oL J\J_Y =] \JJ__LJ.J.\j
607 A+ T Axz~l] 2 » o~ B n + IR SN S | Soaan~nacomAant oAt 2 A Ao s
L& Sy w 1T o A J.J._L\jJ.J. - Ay CTIT [P & iy wy VA= =W N & e ) [S=ryas J N A C [ i N 1 LA.\J._LJ.J.\j
608 for o~ 2 + ataa A ANy oot ot g~ ~A
1= \jJ_LA.\A = CTT [SAAv AW ITC TITCOO O Ly - CCTrITTT oL
609 (b)4e> The parent of any student who exhibits a substantial
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deficiency in reading, as described in paragraph (a), must be

notified in writing of the following:

1. That his or her child has been identified as having a
substantial deficiency in reading.

2. A description of the current services that are provided
to the child.

3. A description of the proposed supplemental instructional

services and supports that will be provided to the child which

£hat are designed to remediate the identified area of reading

deficiency.
4 Tho+ 2 + ah1 1 Ve e~y AN~ Nz ISR 2NN SR VN A I EENE S|
) I H N Y & Ry Wy i S - CTIT T 1T T8 =3 - (_A.\A._Ll.l.\j A\ i E— — o T _Y ) IO T - TTT |\, N iy & Ry ey oL
bz + A £ ~r-A 2 + ah =21 A e+ roat Nt~ e a1
J\J_Y CTT T g \jJ_(_A.\A. \/, CTT TT 1T TOF TITCOO O L - CCTrITTTT oL % i A g [ T A
o EI PN S S I DS N S PN S PN SN U= B
o L L Ju J.I.ILJL_, L T OUTIT J.I.l(_A.J.J.\A.(_A.L_,\JJ__Y - [ ITTC T OTT [ S N \jUU\A (R w yw)

4.5+ Strategies for parents to use in helping their child
succeed in reading proficiency.

5.6+ That the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT)
is not the sole determiner of promotion and that additional
evaluations, portfolio reviews, and assessments are available to
the child to assist parents and the school district in knowing
when a child is reading at or above grade level and ready for
grade promotion.

6.7+ The district's specific criteria and policies for
midyear promotion. Midyear promotion means promotion of a
retained student at any time during the year of retention once
the student has demonstrated ability to read at grade level.

(6) ELIMINATION OF SOCIAL PROMOTION.-—

(a) A Ne student may not be assigned to a grade level based
solely on age or other factors that constitute social promotion.

(b) The district school board may only exempt a student
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students from mandatery retention—as—preovidedin poragroph
+5++ for good cause. An exemption for good cause pEenRs

shall be limited to the following:

1. Limited English proficient students who have had less
than 2 years of instruction in an English for Speakers of Other
Languages program.

2. Students with disabilities whose individual education
plan indicates that participation in the statewide assessment
program is not appropriate, consistent with the requirements of
State Board of Education rule.

3. Students who demonstrate an acceptable level of
performance on an alternative standardized reading assessment
approved by the State Board of Education.

4. Students who demonstrate, through a student portfolio,
that the student is reading on grade level as evidenced by
demonstration of mastery of the Sunshine State Standards in
reading equal to at least a Level 2 performance on the FCAT.

5. Students with disabilities who participate in the FCAT
and who have an individual education plan or a Section 504 plan
that reflects that the student has received intensive
remediation in reading for more than 2 years but still

demonstrates a deficiency in reading and was previously retained

1 leg
s A A g

[OF
T

oA 2 v el 2
PN w5 7 A \jJ_(.A.\A ~

6. Students who have received intensive remediation in

reading for 2 or more years but still demonstrate a deficiency

in reading and who were previously retained inJindergartens
grade—l—grade 2—or grade—3 for a total of 2 years. Intensive

reading instruction for students so promoted must include an

altered instructional day that includes specialized diagnostic
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668 information and specific reading strategies for each student.
669 The district school board shall assist schools and teachers to
670 implement reading strategies that research has shown to be
671 successful in improving reading among low-performing readers.
672 (c) A request Reguests for exemption geed—eaus RpEenRs
673 for—stud retention reguirement
674| deseribed—insubparagraphs—r3——and—4- shall be made consistent
675 with the following:
676 1. Documentation shall be submitted from the student's

677 teacher to the school principal which #hkat indicates that the

B

o Lo 4
TO 1T OUTIT C

= = o o
T I ryawies o

H

T

678 promotion of the student is appropriate and is based upon the
679 student's academic record. In order to minimize paperwork

680 requirements, such documentation shall consist only of the

681 existing progress monitoring plan, individual educational plan,
682 if applicable, report card, or student portfolio.

683 2. The school principal shall review and discuss the sueh
684 recommendation with the teacher and determine make—+the

685| determinatieon—as—+e whether the student should be promoted or
686 retained. If the school principal determines that the student
687 should be promoted, the school principal shall recommend the

688| promotion make sueh reecommendation in writing to the district

689| school superintendent. The district school superintendent shall
690 accept or reject the school principal's recommendation in

691| writing.

692 (7) SUCCESSFUL PROGRESSION FOR RETAINED READERS.—

693 (a) A student who is Students retained uwrder+the provisiens
694 | efporagraph {5+ must be provided intensive interventions in
695| reading to ameliorate the student's specific reading deficiency,

696 as identified by a valid and reliable diagnostic assessment.
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697 This intensive intervention must include effective instructional
698 strategies, participation in the school district's summer

699 reading camp, and appropriate teaching methodologies necessary

700 to assist the student #hese—students in becoming a successful

701 reader who is ¥eaders+ able to read at or above grade level+ and

702 ready for promotion to the next grade.

703 (b) Begianing—with—the 2004-2005—secheoeot—ear;> Each school
704 district shall:
705 1. Conduct a review of student progress monitoring plans

706 for all students who have not met the proficiency level required

707 did—rneotseore—above—Fevel—1 on the reading portion of the FCAT

708 and did not meet the criteria for one of the geed—eaus

709 exemptions in paragraph (6) (b). The review must shatt address

710 additional supports and services, as described in this

711 subsection, needed to remediate the identified areas of reading
712| deficiency. The school district shall require that a student

713| portfolio e be completed for each swekh student.

714 2. Provide a student students who 1s are retained under—the
715| previsiens—eof paragraph 53+t with intensive instructional

716 services and supports to remediate the identified areas of

717 reading deficiency, including a minimum of 90 minutes of daily,
718 uninterrupted, scientifically research-based reading instruction
719| and other strategies prescribed by the school district, which

720 may include, but are not limited to:

721 a. Small group instruction.

722 b. Reduced teacher-student ratios.

723 c. More frequent progress monitoring.

724 d. Tutoring or mentoring.

725 e. Transitional Fxranmsitiern classes containing students who
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are in the same grade as the student and students who are in the

next grade level eerntaining 3rdand4th grade—students.

f. Extended school day, week, or year.

g. Summer reading camps.

3. Provide written notification to the parent of any
student who is retained under—+the provisions—of paragraph {5+t
that his or her child has not met the proficiency level required
for promotion and the reasons the child is not eligible for an =

good—eawse exemption for good cause as provided in paragraph

(6) (b) . The notification must comply with the provisions of s.
1002.20(15) and must include a description of proposed
interventions and supports that will be provided to the child to
remediate the identified areas of reading deficiency.

4. Implement a policy for the midyear promotion of any
student who is retained and usnder—thePprovisSions—of paragraph
45+t who can demonstrate that he or she is a successful and

independent reader, reading at or above grade level, and ready

to be promoted to the next grade level fe—grade—4. Tools that

school districts may use in reevaluating any student retained
may include subsequent assessments, alternative assessments, and
portfolio reviews, in accordance with the rules of the State

Board of Education. Students promoted during the school year

after November 1 must demonstrate proficiency abeve—that

G b oo
-

guired—teo—secoreat tevel 2 on—+ rade—3FCEAT- as determined

oF
T ]

by the State Board of Education. The State Board of Education
shall adopt standards that provide a reasonable expectation that
the student's progress is sufficient to master appropriate 4£h
grade level reading skills.

5. Provide a student stwdents who is are retained under—the
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755 previsiens—eof paragraph 53t} with a high-performing teacher as
756 determined by student performance data and above-satisfactory
757| performance appraisals.
758 6. In addition to required reading enhancement and
759| acceleration strategies, provide parents of students who are +e
760 ke retained with at least one of the following instructional
761 options:
762 a. Supplemental tutoring in scientifically research-based
763 reading services in addition to the regular reading block,
764 including tutoring before or amdfer after school.
765 b. A “Read at Home” plan outlined in a parental contract,
766| including participation in “Families Building Better Readers
767| Workshops” and regular parent-guided home reading.
768 c. A mentor or tutor having witk specialized reading
769 training.
770 7. Establish a Reading Enhancement and Acceleration
771 Development (READ) Initiative. The focus of the READ Initiative
772 shall be to prevent the retention of g¥ade—3 students and to
773 offer intensive accelerated reading instruction to grade—3

774 students who failed to meet standards for promotion fe—grade—4
775 and to each ¥-3 student who is assessed as exhibiting a reading
776 deficiency. The READ Initiative shall:

777 a. Be provided to all ¥-3 students at risk of retention as
778 identified by the statewide assessment system used in Reading
779 First schools. The assessment must measure phonemic awareness,
780 phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension.

781 b. Be provided during regular school hours in addition to
782 the regular reading instruction.

783 c. Provide a state-identified reading curriculum that has

Page 27 of 30
CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2009 SB 290

39-00249-09 2009290
784| Dbeen reviewed by the Florida Center for Reading Research at
785 Florida State University and meets, at a minimum, the following
786| specifications:

787 (I) Assists a student who 1is students assessed as

788 exhibiting a reading deficiency in developing the ability to
789 read at grade level.

790 (IT) Provides skill development in phonemic awareness,
791 phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension.

792 (III) Provides scientifically based and reliable

793 assessment.

794 (IV) Provides initial and ongoing analysis of the eaeh
795 student's reading progress.

796 (V) Is implemented during regular school hours.

797 (VI) Provides a curriculum in core academic subjects to

798| assist the student in maintaining or meeting proficiency levels
799 for the appropriate grade in all academic subjects.
800 8. Establish at each school, where applicable, an Intensive

801 Acceleration Class for retained g¥ade—3 students who do not meet

802 the proficiency level required subseguently secore—atTFevet—3+ on

803 the reading portion of the FCAT. The focus of the Intensive

804| Acceleration Class shall be to increase a child's reading level
805 at least two grade levels in 1 school year. The Intensive

806| Acceleration Class shall:

807 a. Be provided to any student +m—eg¥rade—3 who does not meet

808 the proficiency level required seeres—at—Ftewvetr—3+ on the reading

809| portion of the FCAT and who was retained im—egrade—3 the prior

810 year because the student did not meet the proficiency level

811 required ef—seeringatTtevel 3+ on the reading portion of the

812 FCAT.

Page 28 of 30
CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2009 SB 290

39-00249-09 2009290
813 b. Have a reduced teacher-student ratio.
814 c. Provide uninterrupted reading instruction for the

815| majority of student contact time each day and incorporate

816 opportunities to master the appropriate grade level grade—4

817 Sunshine State Standards in other core subject areas.

818 d. Use a reading program that is scientifically research-
819| Dbased and has proven results in accelerating student reading
820 achievement within the same school year.

821 e. Provide intensive language and vocabulary instruction
822 using a scientifically research-based program, including use of
823 a speech-language therapist.

824 f. Include weekly progress monitoring measures to ensure
825| that progress is being made.

826 g. Report to the Department of Education, in the manner
827 described by the department, the progress of students in the
828 class at the end of the first semester.

829 9. Report to the State Board of Education, as requested, on
830 the specific intensive reading interventions and supports

831 implemented at the school district level. The Commissioner of
832 Education shall annually prescribe the required components of

833 requested reports.

834 10. Provide a student who has been retained dim—egrade—3 and
835| has received intensive instructional services but is still not
836 ready for grade promotion, as determined by the school district,
837 the option of being placed in a transitional instructional

838 setting. Such setting shall specifically be designed to produce
839| learning gains sufficient to meet appropriate grade level grade

840| 4 performance standards while continuing to remediate the areas

841 of reading deficiency.
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842 Section 8. This act shall take effect July 1, 2009.
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