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LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Senate . House

Floor: WD/3R
04/30/2009 03:38 PM

Senator Lawson moved the following:

Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

Delete lines 106 - 114
and insert:
(7) For purposes of first responders as defined in s.

112.1815(1), the finder of fact and law is not bound by any

statutory provision regarding attorney’s fees relating to the

provision of indemnity or medical benefits for employment-

related accidents or injuries involving exposure to a toxic

substance or occupational disease, but must consider the

following factors when awarding an attorney’s fee:

(a) The time and labor required, the novelty and difficulty
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of the questions involved, and the skill required to perform the

legal service properly.

(b) The fee customarily charged in the locality for similar

legal services.

(c) The amount involved in the controversy and the benefits

payable to the claimant.

(d) The time limitations imposed by the claimant or the

circumstances.

(e) The experience, reputation, and ability of the attorney

or attorneys performing services.

(f) The contingency or certainty of a fee.

For purposes of this subsection, the term “occupational disease”

has the same meaning as provided in s. 112.1815(4).

Section 2. The Legislature finds that this act fulfills an

important state interest relating to the public interest in

prompt and adequate response to provide for the safety of the

public unique to first responders.
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And the title is amended as follows:
Delete line 7

and insert:
carrier or employer; providing that the finder of fact
and law is not bound by provisions of state law
relating to the provision of indemnity or medical
benefits for employment-related accidents or injuries
involving exposure to a toxic substance or
occupational disease when awarding attorney’s fees in
cases involving first responders; requiring that the
finder of fact and law consider certain factors when
awarding attorney’s fees in such cases; defining the
term “occupational disease” for specified purposes;
deleting provisions authorizing a judge of
compensation claims to approve alternative attorney’s
fees under certain circumstances; providing

legislative findings; providing an effective date.
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