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HB 811 2010

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to faith- and character-based correctional
institution programs; amending s. 944.803, F.S.; revising
legislative findings; providing requirements for faith-
and character-based programs; deleting provisions relating
to funding; revising requirements for participation;

deleting provisions relating to assignment of chaplains;

O < o oo w N

providing an effective date.

10| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
11
12 Section 1. Section 944.803, Florida Statutes, is amended
13 to read:

14 944.803 Faith- and character-based Faith-based programs
15 fur i“mat\,S.—
16 (1) The Legislature finds and declares that faith- and

17 character-based faith-based programs offered in state and

18| private correctional institutions and facilities have the
19| potential to facilitate inmate institutional adjustment, help
20 inmates assume personal responsibility, and reduce recidivism.

21 (2) It is the intent of the Legislature that the

22 department efECerreetions and the private vendors operating
23| private correctional facilities shal+t continuously:
24 (a) Measure recidivism rates for inmates who have

25| participated in faith- and character-based religiouws programs.s

26 (b) Increase the number of volunteers who minister to

27 inmates from wvarious faith-based and secular institutions in the

28| community.+
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29 (c) Develop community linkages with secular institutions

30 as well as churches, synagogues, mosgues, and other faith-based
31 institutions to assist inmates in their release back into the

32| community.;—ane
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36| saumber—eof choptaias and Support—stoff to operate faith—besed
37 pregroms—In——ecorrectionat institutions—
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42| based—serviece—groups—within+the—ecommunity~- The department shall

43 ensure that an inmate's faith orientation, or lack thereof, will

44 not be considered in determining admission to a faith- and

45 character-based faith-based program and that the program does

46| not attempt to convert an inmate toward a particular faith or
477 religious preference.

48 (b) The programs shall operate 24 hours a day within the

49| existing correctional facilities and—Fheprograms must
n

50 emphasize the importance of personal resp
n

51 work, education, substance abuse treatme

52 (c) Participation in a the—faith-based—deormitory program
53 shall be voluntary. Hewever;——at—teast 80 pereent—-ofthe inmates
54 partieipating i —this program mastbewWithin 36— ronths—of

55| +xetease+ Assignment to a program theseprograms shall be based
56 on evaluation and the length of time the inmate is projected to

Page 2 of 4

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb0811-00



vV E S

R EPRESENTATI

F

H O U S E O

D A

F L OR

2010

HB 811

“ @]
D | (@] +
o 0] >~ G [4p] ~ D o]
k3 G @ - > @ D 1] i 0] H c
@ P P =] © in] - ) “ @] @]
o)) O o - (V] . ® oy iy 0} -
Q a “ i) 1S —H & -H H 4 ~ )]
o 4b < O © H 3 OB & D H oo ®n
@ ® D >~ < O O ® -H D 4y @] o -
- FE © s Q oy 1p 4H c - g
P»oE g n 0 ~ () D ® D LY v P O
¢ o Q P v & & H 4 © ©
B ey OO N © N I o 4 oo D & ] iB]
— D g 0O B3+ O o)) " E P -4 g o
(VI SR (0] X O L= - bl i 0] 0] c
P N g 0O 9 Y 0 D oo @ > P o+ A
D @ P O (@] “ n ¢ 4 - a QY a
OIS ¢ . 4 £ O o) ® §0) 4 @ © O -d
o @ @© IS) D D -H 4P < IS
HHy -H . 0, O 10) c N —H i1y [on ® 9] in} O G ~
m Q 0] o + 0] 0 —H [4p] - - © s} 0]
. n T O ®© g & ® D D ¥ o n oA+ P
c () B H IS 0] H Ny B ® $H ® | © 0]
o 4O @ O 9o < < o [09] [0} — D -H S H O
- ® < -~ - O D (OB k3 0] 0] in]
T L = L= o [0} s D . “ 0 c
S| ) ~ a O @ @ (OB 3 o - -~
i) ® ) . O (@] O D U D [ p I ] n - “
= & 4 H 0O -H - 4P B < v T
D n P @ | < 1) = @ D & O T T O
0 4P - ~ > P ) < N (0] oo 0] o H
. )| o £ 4 D i) * ¢ -4 4 N O QO
) P & © © $i o £ & ¢ —~ -+ Y\ T
- B v < 0 s ® e 4 ¥ P © <4 W4 A
T T} T g HA S D 4 ¢ 0w o O O w0
] D ) O — d ~ m — -H (49} n h a
—  -H fH a o 9 @ D G, o ® in] a O
3 H D o © -A M UH D H ® [09) iS) o] ] @)
O O, W - a O in] D -H O, @ (V] a ©
- 0 © 9] a g [0} 0] ~ 0]
s ~ & - n g 4 0O 4 - o ¢ H & & T Q
S = D © T £ jon [09) oy D D P © o
I ] -H c ) [ -t s - ~ ~ © )
O, W 4 0] O O H & ® {00 SN S D« © o)l O
o P o 4 O 4P H B -H 4P o, O ] c
+ D ) q i) H g D I~ o] 0] 0 -H
© 4o - O c o - ® Ky &£ oo T o n o~
Ne RN O M ) — P © D, jon e ¢ O ©
iS] @ 0] 3 @© O . D -H oo H 4 (V) > QA
N - - P O E H w A b o b H o o =2
o -H @ O & w g . o -H O Q, H © >
U A 5 g Q A > 4 D D T Y <
P G S0 L (¥ iy MO B ™ H © W
T - H 49 0 O O Eh P 0o @ O L O
0] $H @ o < a & O] D a 0]
a D k3 a P H O fon ® D -d B in] ] “
o W D © ()] O O A~ -H H + #H Yd — a — 0]
- - - O P W S i 0 B < o O <o
n ¢ O ®n O > - 4 c P h —| < > P
0 P > O [0) ~ ] N D Y -H D O
c ¢ ¢ o & ™o O 0 R - I | () Q, © X
£ » E 4 Q g 4w 0 3 &€ n O g O
O @ ® O 3 5 A © n D D oo P @] a ©
QO - e ~ o, 0 in] 9] ® ® v -f 9] @] o
>~ W O O =+ N OO < 1 W ™~ 0O O O 4 N MO <« OO W >~ w O O +H4 N M <«
n n 10 W W W W W W VW v v © ~ ~ ™~ ~ ™~ >~ ™~-~>@m>~ >~ >~ 0 W W W o

Page 3 of 4

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

hb0811-00



F L ORTIDA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94

HB 811 2010

such a faith-based program and that the program does not attempt

to convert an offender toward a particular faith or religious
preference.

(5) 46> The department shall ensure that state funds are
not expended for the purpose of furthering religious
indoctrination, but rather, that state funds are expended for
purposes of furthering the secular goals of criminal
rehabilitation, the successful reintegration of offenders into

the community, and the reduction of recidivism.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law.
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