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FINAL BILL ANALYSIS 

BILL #:  HB 657        FINAL HOUSE FLOOR ACTION: 
           115 Y’s    2 N’s 
 
SPONSOR:  Rep. Harrell    GOVERNOR’S ACTION:  Approved 
 
COMPANION BILLS:  N/A 

 

SUMMARY ANALYSIS 

HB 657 was passed by the House on April 27, 2011, and subsequently passed the Senate on May 2, 2011.  
The bill was approved by the Governor on June 21, 2011, chapter 2011-246, Laws of Florida, and took effect 
June 21, 2011.  The bill amends ch. 63-1619, L.O.F., as amended by ch. 91-389, L.O.F., relating to the 
issuance of Special Restaurant Beverage (SRX) licenses in Martin County, to create an exception for 
businesses within the legal boundaries of the Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) districts in Martin 
County.  There are currently seven CRA districts in Martin County.  This exception allows a restaurant within a 
CRA district to obtain a SRX license if it provides service for 150 or more patrons at tables and occupies more 
than 2,500 square feet of floor space.  The changes in this bill would make the SRX license requirements for 
the CRA districts in Martin County more consistent with the regulations in the City of Stuart and in other 
jurisdictions in the state. 
 
The bill is expected to impact a minimal number of establishments.  The projected revenues from the license 
fees are indeterminate.  Both of the Division of Alcoholic Beverages and Tobacco with the Florida Department 
of Business and Professional Regulation and the Martin County Board of County Commissioners have 
indicated that current staff and resources can be used to process the additional license requests allowed by 
this bill. 
 
The bill may provide an exemption to s. 561.20, F.S. 
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I. SUBSTANTIVE INFORMATION 

 

A. EFFECT OF CHANGES: 

Present Situation 
 
Florida law limits the number of alcoholic beverage licenses that may be issued to one license for every 
7,500 residents in a county. 1  Special Restaurant Beverage (SRX) licenses may be issued in excess of 
the quota limitations in s. 561.20(1), F.S., and are regulated under Rule 61A-3.0141, F.A.C.  With the 
exception of specified counties or cities, SRX licenses may be issued to bona fide restaurants with a 
service area occupying 2,500 or more square feet of floor space and with accommodations for the 
service and seating of 150 or more patrons at tables at one time.2  All SRX licenses issued after 
January 1, 1958, have the suffix “SRX” as a part of the license number. 
 
The specific requirements regarding the issuance of SRX licenses in Martin County are found in ch. 63-
1619, L.O.F., as amended by ch. 91-389, L.O.F.  The chapter law was amended in 1991 to provide an 
exception for businesses within the corporate limits of the City of Stuart and to conform cross-
references. 
 
In Martin County, SRX licenses are issued to any bona fide hotel, motel, or motor court with fifty to 
ninety-nine guest rooms or to any bona fide restaurant with service for 200 or more patrons at tables 
and occupying more than 4,000 square feet of floor space, with the exception of businesses located in 
the corporate limits of the City of Stuart, Florida.  Businesses located in Stuart must meet general law 
and Florida Administrative Code rules governing SRX licenses, which require that the businesses 
provide service for 150 or more patrons at tables and occupy more than 2,500 square feet of floor 
space. 
 
Licensees are prohibited from selling alcoholic beverages for consumption off the premises and from 
operating as a packaging store.  The process for receiving SRX licenses includes obtaining approval 
from the Board of County Commissioners of Martin County, followed by applying to the Division of 
Alcoholic Beverages and Tobacco with the Florida Department of Business and Professional 
Regulation. 
 
Martin County has seven CRA districts: Golden Gate, Hobe Sound, Indiantown, Jensen Beach, Old 
Palm City, Port Salerno, and Rio.  Martin County’s CRA districts typically contain smaller lots and 
maintain smaller building size regulations for the purpose of achieving more pedestrian oriented 
communities. 
 
Effect of the Bill 
 
HB 657 amends section 1 of ch. 63-1619, L.O.F, as amended by ch. 91-389, L.O.F., relating to SRX 
requirements for Martin County.  It creates an exception for businesses within the legal boundaries of 
the Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) districts in Martin County.  This exception allows a 

                                                           
1
 S. 561.20(1), F.S. 

2
 The exceptions for the square footage rule are: the counties of Alachua, Brevard, Broward, Citrus, for premises with a cocktail 

lounge or open bar, Dade, Pasco, St. Lucie, Walton, Martin, Nassau, Okaloosa, Okeechobee, Osceola, Hendry, Highlands, 

Hillsborough, Indian River, Lake, and Orange County with respect to Orlando, Winter Park, and Maitland.  The exception for the 

service and seating rule are: the counties of Alachua, Brevard, Broward, Dade, Hendry, Highlands, Walton, Hillsborough, Indian 

River, Pasco, Martin, Nassau, Okaloosa, St. Lucie, Osceola, and Orange County with respect to Orlando, Winter Park, and Maitland. 
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restaurant within a CRA district to obtain a SRX license if it provides service for 150 or more patrons at 
tables and occupying more than 2,500 square feet of floor space.   
 
The changes in this bill would make the SRX license requirements for the CRA districts in Martin 
County more consistent with the regulations in the City of Stuart and in other jurisdictions in the state. 
 
The changes to the laws regarding SRX licenses in Martin County will provide small business owners 
and operators within the CRA districts with the ability to operate full-service restaurants, and may aid 
the CRA districts in their economic gardening initiatives.   
 
The State of Florida currently levies an annual fee of $1,820 for a SRX license, while Martin County 
levies an annual fee of $390 for a county issued Special Liquor License.  The bill is expected to impact 
a minimal number of establishments.  The projected revenues from the license fees are indeterminate.   
 
Both of the Division of Alcoholic Beverages and Tobacco with the Florida Department of Business and 
Professional Regulation and the Martin County Board of County Commissioners have indicated that 
current staff and resources can be used to process the additional license requests allowed by this bill. 
 
The bill takes effect upon becoming a law. 

 
 

II.  NOTICE/REFERENDUM AND OTHER REQUIREMENTS 
 
 
A.  NOTICE PUBLISHED?     Yes [X]     No [] 
 

IF YES, WHEN?  December 28, 2010. 
 

WHERE? The Stuart News, a daily paper of general circulation published in Port St. Lucie, St. Lucie 
County, Florida and distributed in Martin County, Florida. 

 
B.  REFERENDUM(S) REQUIRED?     Yes []     No [X] 
 

IF YES, WHEN? 
 
C.  LOCAL BILL CERTIFICATION FILED?     Yes [X]     No [] 
 
D.  ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT FILED?     Yes [X]     No [] 

 
 


