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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to neighborhood improvement districts;
amending s. 163.501, F.S.; revising the short title to
become the “Neighborhoods Improvement Act”; amending
s. 163.502, F.S.; revising legislative findings and
purpose; amending s. 163.503, F.S.; revising a

definition and removing definitions for “environmental

7 7

security,” “crime prevention,” “defensible space,”

4

“enterprise zone,” and “community policing
innovation”; amending s. 163.5035, F.S.; conforming
provisions to changes made by the act; amending s.
163.504, F.S.; authorizing the governing body of any
municipality or county to form a neighborhood
improvement district through the adoption of an
ordinance rather than by a planning ordinance;
removing provisions pertaining to the creation and
funding of safe neighborhood districts; amending s.
163.5055, F.S.; requiring each neighborhood
improvement district authorized under law to notify
the Department of Community Affairs and the Department
of Legal Affairs of their existence rather than to
register with them; amending s. 163.506, F.S.;
revising provisions authorizing a local governing body
to create a local government neighborhood improvement
district; specifying that the ordinance may authorize
the improvement district to borrow money, issue bonds,
and collect special assessments; authorizing the
governing body of the improvement district to levy ad

valorem taxes upon real and tangible personal property
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within the district which the governing body deems
necessary for payment on the general obligation bonds;
authorizing the district to make and collect special
assessments; removing provisions allowing an
alternative organization for the board of directors;
amending s. 163.508, F.S., relating to property
owners’ association neighborhood improvement
districts; revising the requirements for creating a
property owners’ association neighborhood improvement
district by the enactment of a separate ordinance for
each district; authorizing the governing body to
request grants from the state; amending s. 163.511,
F.S., relating to special neighborhood improvement
districts; revising provisions to conform to changes
made by the act; revising the method of appointing and
removing directors of the district; amending s.
163.512, F.S.; revising provisions authorizing a
municipality or county to create a community
redevelopment neighborhood improvement district;
authorizing the district to receive grants and other
funding; providing that the local governing body may
dissolve the district under certain circumstances;
repealing s. 163.513, F.S., relating to crime
prevention through community policing innovations;
amending s. 163.514, F.S.; specifying the powers of
neighborhood improvement districts; allowing the
district to contract with legal counsel and other
needed professionals; authorizing the districts to

collect special assessments under certain
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circumstances and following designated procedures;
amending s. 163.5151, F.S.; requiring a local
government to prepare its budget in a specified manner
if levying an ad valorem tax on real or personal
property; amending s. 163.516, F.S.; requiring
neighborhood improvement plans to be created for each
improvement district; specifying the contents of the
neighborhood improvement district’s plan; repealing s.
163.517, F.S., relating to the safe neighborhoods
program; repealing s. 163.519, F.S., relating to the
duties of the Department of Legal Affairs; repealing
s. 163.521, F.S., relating to the neighborhood
improvement district inside an enterprise zone;
repealing s. 163.5215, F.S., relating to the effect
and construction of the existing laws; repealing s.
163.522, F.S., relating to state redevelopment
programs; repealing s. 163.523, F.S., relating to safe
neighborhood districts; repealing s. 163.524, F.S.,
relating to the Neighborhood Preservation and
Enhancement Program; repealing s. 163.526, F.S.,
relating to Neighborhood Councils and the local
government designated agency; providing an effective

date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. 163.501 Short title.—This part may be cited as

the “Safe Neighborhoods Improvement Act.”
Section 2. Section 163.502, Florida Statutes, is amended to
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read:

163.502 Safe Neighborhoods improvement; legislative

findings and purpose.—

(1) The Legislature hereby finds and declares that among
the many causes of deterioration in the business and residential
neighborhoods of the state are the following: proliferation of
crime, automobile traffic flow strangled by outmoded street
patterns, unsuitable topography, faulty lot layouts,
fragmentation of land uses and parking areas necessitating
frequent automobile movement, lack of separation of pedestrian
areas from automobile traffic, lack of separation of vehicle
traffic lanes and railroad traffic, ard excessive noise levels

from automobile traffic, and lack of adequate public

improvements such as streets, street lights, street furniture,

street landscaping, sidewalks, traffic signals, way-finding

signs, mass transit, stormwater systems, and other public

utilities and improvements.

(2) The Legislature further finds and declares that healthy
and vibrant safe neighborhoods are the product of planning and

implementation of appropriate environmental design concepts,
comprehensive planning erime—prevention—programs, land use
recommendations, and beautification techniques.

(3) The Legislature further finds and declares that the
provisions of this part and the powers granted to local
governments, property owners’ associations, special dependent
districts, and community redevelopment neighborhood improvement
districts are desirable to guide and accomplish the coordinated,

balanced, and harmonious development of healthy and vibrant safe

neighborhoods; to promote the health, safety, and general

Page 4 of 29

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2011 SB 1010

22-00836A-11 20111010
117| welfare of these areas and their inhabitants, visitors, property
118 owners, and workers; to establish, maintain, and preserve
119| property values and preserve and foster the development of
120 attractive neighborhood and business environments; to prevent

121| evererowding—and congestion; and to improve or redirect
122 automobile traffic and provide pedestrian safety+—te—reduee

123| erime—rates—andthe opportunitiesfor the commission—-of—erime;
124

125| defensibleagainst——erime.

126 (4) It is the intent of the Legislature to assist local
127

128

129| design;—environmental seeurity—anddefensible space—+technicgues
130 to—estabtish—safe neighborhoods of this state. The Legislature,

131 therefore, declares that the development, redevelopment,
132| preservation, and revitalization of neighborhoods in this state,
133| and all the purposes of this part, are public purposes for which

134| public money may be borrowed, expended, loaned, and granted.

135 Section 3. Section 163.503, Florida Statutes, is amended to
136 read:

137 163.503 Safeneighborheedss Definitions.—

138 (1) “Safe Neighborhood improvement district,” “district,”

139| or “neighborhood improvement district” means a district located
140 in an area in which more than 75 percent of the land is used for
141 residential purposes, or in an area in which more than 75

142 percent of the land is used for commercial, office, business, or
143 industrial purposes, excluding the land area used for public

144 facilities+—and—wh

145

+ 1 o+
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Section 4. Section 163.5035, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

163.5035 Safe Neighborhood improvement districts;
compliance with special district provisions.—Any special
district created pursuant to this part shall comply with all
applicable provisions contained in chapter 189. In cases where a
provision contained in this part conflicts with a provision in
chapter 189, the provision in chapter 189 shall prevail.

Section 5. Section 163.504, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to

read:

163.504 Safe Neighborhood improvement districtsi—ptaerning
fynds.—

43> The governing body of any municipality or county may
authorize the formation of safe neighborhood improvement

districts through the adoption of an a—p+anning ordinance that

whieh specifies that such districts may be created by one or
more of the methods established in ss. 163.506, 163.508,
163.511, and 163.512. A Ne district may not overlap the
jurisdictional boundaries of a municipality and the

unincorporated area of a county, unless approved exeept by

interlocal agreement.
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Section 6. Section 163.5055, Florida Statutes, 1s amended

to read:

163.5055 Notice Registratien of district establishment;
notice of dissolution.—

(1)4=> Each neighborhood improvement district authorized
and established under this part shall within 30 days thereof

notify register—with—Pbeoth the Department of Community Affairs
and the Department of Legal Affairs by providing these
departments with the district’s name, location, size, and type,
and such other information as the departments may request
reegaire.

(2)+by» Each local governing body that whieh authorizes the
dissolution of a district shall notify both the Department of
Community Affairs and the Department of Legal Affairs within 30
days after the dissolution of the district.
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Section 7. Section 163.5060, Florida Statutes, is amended to

163.506 Local government neighborhood improvement
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districts; creation; advisory council; dissolution.—

(1) After an a—ZFeeat—ptanning ordinance has been adopted
authorizing the creation of local government neighborhood
improvement districts, the local governing body of a
municipality or county may create local government neighborhood
improvement districts by the enactment of a separate ordinance
for each district+ which erdinanece:

(a) Specifies the boundaries, size, and name of the
district.

(b) Authorizes the district to receive grants a—planning
grant—from—thedepartment.

(c) Authorizes the local government neighborhood
improvement district to levy an ad valorem tax on real and
personal property of up to 2 mills annually.

(d) Authorizes the use of special assessments to support
planning and implementation of district improvements pursuant to

the provisions of s. 163.514(16), if the district is a

residential local government neighborhood improvement district

(e) Designates the local governing body as the board of

directors of the district.
(f) Establishes an advisory council to the board of

directors comprised of property owners, representatives of

property owners, business owners, or residents of the district.

(g) May prohibit the use of any district power authorized
by s. 163.514.

(h) Requires the district to notify the Department of Legal
Affairs and the Department of Community Affairs in writing of

its establishment within 30 days thereof pursuant to s.
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262 163.5055.
263 (i) Authorizes the district to borrow money, contract

264 loans, and issue bonds, certificates, warrants, notes, or other

265 evidence of indebtedness from time to time to finance the

266| undertaking of any capital or other project for the purposes

267| permitted by the State Constitution and this part and may pledge

268| the funds, credit, property, and taxing power of the improvement

269| district for the payment of such debts and bonds.

270 1. Bonds issued under this part shall be authorized by

271 resolution of the governing board of the district and, if

272 required by the State Constitution, by affirmative vote of the

273] electors of the district. Such bonds may be issued in one or

274 more series and shall bear such date or dates, be payable upon

275 demand or mature at such time or times, bear interest at such

276 rate or rates, be in such denomination or denominations, be in

277 such form, registered or not, with or without coupon, carry such

278 conversion or registration privileges, have such rank or

279| priority, be executed in such manner, be payable in such medium

280 of payment, at such place or places, and subject to such terms

281 of redemption, with or without premium, be secured in such

282| manner, and have such other characteristics as may be provided

283| by such resolution or trust indenture or mortgage issued

284 pursuant thereto.

285 2. The governing body of the district shall determine the

286| terms and manner of sale and distribution or other disposition

287 of any and all bonds it may issue, consistent with s. 218.385,

288 and shall have any and all powers necessary and convenient to

289 such disposition.

290 3. The governing body of the district may establish and
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291 administer such sinking funds as it deems necessary or

292 convenient for the payment, purchase, or redemption of any

293 outstanding bonded indebtedness of the district.

294 4. The governing body of the improvement district may levy

295 ad valorem taxes upon real and tangible personal property within

296| the district as it deems necessary to make payment, including

297| principal and interest, upon the general obligation and ad

298| wvalorem bonded indebtedness of the district or into any sinking

299 fund created pursuant to this part.
300 5. This part shall be full authority for the issuance of

301 bonds authorized herein.

302 (j) Authorizes the district to make and collect special

303| assessments pursuant to ss. 197.3632 and 197.3635 to pay for

304| capital improvements within the district and for reasonable

305| expenses of operating the district, including the payment of

306| expenses included in the district’s budget, if the district is a

307 commercial local government neighborhood improvement district.

308 Such assessments may not exceed $1,500 for each individual

309| parcel of land per year.

310 (k) Authorizes the district to charge, collect, and enforce

311 fees and other user charges.

312 (2) The advisory council shall perform such duties as may
313| be prescribed by the governing body and shall submit within the
314 time period specified by the governing body, acting as the board
315 of directors, a report on the district’s activities and a

316| proposed budget to accomplish its objectives. In formulating a
317 plan for services or improvements the advisory board shall

318 consult in public session with the appropriate staff or

319| consultants of the local governing body ¥respensible—Ffor—the
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349| of 60 percent of the land area of the ef—= district.
350 Section 8. Section 163.508, Florida Statutes, is amended to
351 read:
352 163.508 Property owners’ association neighborhood

353 improvement districts; creation; powers and duties; duration.—
354 (1) After an a—3deeat—ptanning ordinance has been adopted
355| authorizing the creation of property owners’ association

356| neighborhood improvement districts, the local governing body of
357 a municipality or county may create property owners’ association
358| neighborhood improvement districts by the enactment of a

359 separate ordinance for each district+ which erdinanee:

360 (a) Establishes that an incorporated property owners’

361| association representing 75 percent of all owners of property
362| within a proposed district meeting the requirements of this

363 section has petitioned the governing body of the municipality or
364 county for creation of a district for the area encompassed by
365 the property owned by members of the association.

366 (b) Specifies the boundaries, size, and name of the

367 district.

368 (c) Authorizes the governing body through mutual agreement

369| with the property owners’ association to:
K

370 1. Request grants a—matehing grant—from the statels Safe
371 b h

372
373
374
375
376
377
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2. Provide staff and other technical assistance to the
property owners’ association on a mutually agreed-upon basis,

contractual or otherwise.

(d) Provides for an audit of the property owners’
association.

(e) Designates the officers of the incorporated property
owners’ association as the board of directors of the district.

(f) May prohibit the use of any district power authorized
by s. 163.514.

(g) Requires the district to notify the Department of Legal
Affairs and the Department of Community Affairs in writing of
its establishment within 30 days thereof pursuant to s.
163.5055.

(2) In order to qualify for the creation of a neighborhood
improvement district, the property owners shall form an
association in compliance with this section, or use an existing

property owners’ association in compliance with this section,

which shall be a corporation—fer—prefit—o¥r not for profit. At
7

+h o
CIictt

least—and—ef—which rot—Tes

owners within the proposed area must consent have—econsented in
writing to become members er—shareheolders. Upon such consent by

5 percent of all property

[0)]

75 percent of the property owners in the proposed district, all
consenting property owners and their successors shall become

members of the association and shall be bound by the provisions
of the articles of incorporation, the bylaws of the association,

the covenants, the deed restrictions, the indentures, and any
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other properly promulgated restrictions. The association shall

have no member er—sharehoetder who 1s not a bona fide owner of

property within the proposed district. Upon receipt of its
certificate of incorporation, the property owners’ association
shall notify the clerk of the city or county court, whichever is
appropriate, in writing, of such incorporation and shall list
the names and addresses of the officers of the association.

(3) Any incorporated property owners’ association operating
pursuant to this part has shald—have the power:

(a) To negotiate with the governing body of a municipality
or county for closing, privatizing, or modifying the rights-of-
way, and appurtenances thereto, within the district.

(b) To use wEidize various legal instruments such as
covenants, deed restrictions, and indentures to preserve and
maintain the integrity of property, land, and rights-of-way
owned and conveyed to it within the district.

(c) To make and collect assessments against all property
within the boundaries of the district pursuant to the provisions
of s. 163.514(16) and to lease, maintain, repair, and
reconstruct any privatized street, land, or common area within
the district upon dedication thereof to the association.

(d) Without the joinder of any property owner, to modify,
move, or create any easement for ingress and egress or for the
purpose of utilities, if such easement constitutes part of or

crosses district property. However, this does shaldt not

authorize the association to modify or move any easement that

whieh 1s created in whole or in part for the use or benefit of
anyone other than association members, or which crosses the

property of anyone other than association members, without the
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436 consent or approval of such person as required by law or by the
437 instrument creating the easement. Nothing in this paragraph
438 shall affect the rights of ingress or egress of any member of
439 the association.
440 (4) A property owners’ association neighborhood improvement
441| district shall continue in perpetuity as long as the property
442 owners’ association created pursuant to this section exists
443 under the applicable laws of the state.
444 Section 9. Subsections (1), (7), (8), and (10) of section
445 163.511, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
446 163.511 Special neighborhood improvement districts;
447 creation; referendum; board of directors; duration; extension.—
448 (1) After an a—deeat—ptanning ordinance has been adopted
449| authorizing the creation of special neighborhood improvement
450 districts, the governing body of a municipality or county may
451 declare the need for and create special residential or business
452 neighborhood improvement districts by the enactment of a
453 separate ordinance for each district+ which exrdinanece:
454 (a) Conditions the implementation of the ordinance on the
455| approval of a referendum as provided in subsection (2).
456 (b) Authorizes the special neighborhood improvement
457 district to levy an ad valorem tax on real and personal property
458 of up to 2 mills annually.
459 (c) Authorizes the use of special assessments to support
460| planning and implementation of district improvements pursuant to
461 the provisions of s. 163.514 (16)+—inetuding—community poticing
462| ippeovations.
463 (d) Specifies the boundaries, size, and name of the

464 district.
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465 (e) Authorizes the district to receive a planning grant
466 from the department.
467 (f) Provides for the appointment of a 3-member board of
468 directors for the district.
469 (g) May authorize a special neighborhood improvement
470| district to exercise the power of eminent domain pursuant to
471 chapters 73 and 74. Any property identified for eminent domain
472| Dby the district shall be subject to the approval of the local

473| governing body before eminent domain procedures are exercised.

474 (h) May prohibit the use of any district power authorized
475| by s. 163.514.
476 (i) Requires the district to notify the Department of Legal

477| Affairs and the Department of Community Affairs in writing of
478 its establishment within 30 days thereof pursuant to s.

479 163.5055.

480 (j) May authorize a special neighborhood improvement

481 district to develop and implement community policing innovations
482 in consultation with the local law enforcement agency having

483 jurisdiction within the district boundaries.

484 (7) The business and affairs of a special neighborhood

485 improvement district shall be conducted and administered by a

486| board of three directors who shall be residents of or property

487 owners within the proposed area and who are subject to ad

488 valorem taxation in the district. Upon their initial appointment

489 and qualification and in January of each year thereafter, the

490 directors shall organize by electing from their number a chair
491 and a secretary, and may also employ staff and legal
492 representatives as deemed appropriate, who shall serve at the

493| pleasure of the board and may receive such compensation as shall
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The secretary shall keep a record of the

proceedings of the district and shall be custodian of all books

and records of the district. The directors may skhatdt not receive

any compensation for their services,

the district.
(8)

special neighborhood improvement district,

a municipality,

DU S
L J.I.l(.A.J A\ .

municipality,

of the county,

a—matority—oef the county commission,

nor may they be employed by

Within 30 days of the approval of the creation of a

if the district is in

ity—ef the governing body of the

or 1f the district is in the unincorporated area

shall

appoint the three directors provided for herein for staggered

terms of 3 years.

one for a l-year term,

one for a 2-year term,

The initial appointments shall be as follows:

and one for a 3-

year term. Each director shall hold office until his or her

successor is appointed and qualified unless the director ceases

to be qualified to act as a director or is removed from office.

Vacancies on the board shall be filled for the unexpired

of a term in the same manner as the initial appointments

made.
(10)

remove a director for inefficiency,

The governing body of a municipality or county

portion

were

may

neglect of duty, or

Sz

misconduct in office enlyafter o hearingandonlty i+fheor—she

by—eounselt. A vacancy so
herein.
163.512,

Section 10. Section

to read:

Florida Statutes,

created shall be filled as provided

is amended

163.512 Community redevelopment neighborhood improvement
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districts; creation; advisory council; dissolution.—
(1) Upon the recommendation of the community redevelopment

ag ordinance has been adopted

l__l.

agency and after an a—Zdeecat—ptann
authorizing the creation of community redevelopment neighborhood
improvement districts, the local governing body of a
municipality or county may create community redevelopment
neighborhood improvement districts by the enactment of a
separate ordinance for each districts+ which erdinanee:

(a) Specifies the boundaries, size, and name of the
district.

(b) Authorizes the district to receive grants a—planning
gront—from—the department.

(c) Authorizes the use of the community redevelopment trust

fund created pursuant to s. 163.387 for the purposes of
implementing the district’s safe—neighborheod improvement plan

EEW I SE TS 2 1n N +hevrta~l A Ararata g g
TO—T oL ot T— et ooagT COTt T

| =

1 rer
E=as

)

N
Y PO

@D

+ 5z
T

Y

defensibltespace—teehnigues, 1f the expenditures froem—the
commuantty—redevetlopment—trust—Ffund are consistent with the

community redevelopment plan created pursuant to s. 163.360.
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(d) Designates the community redevelopment board of
commissioners established pursuant to s. 163.356 or s. 163.357
as the board of directors for the district.

(e) Establishes an advisory council to the board of
directors comprised of property owners or residents of the
district.

(f) May prohibit the use of any district power authorized
by s. 163.514.

(g) Requires that the district’s safe neighborhood
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improvement plan be consistent with the community redevelopment
plan created pursuant to s. 163.360, and permits the safe
neighborhood improvement plan to be included in the community
redevelopment plan as an optional element.

(h) Requires that the boundaries of the community
redevelopment district be contained in whole within the
community redevelopment area established pursuant to ss. 163.355
and 163.356.

(1) Requires the district to notify the Department of Legal
Affairs and the Department of Community Affairs in writing of
its establishment within 30 days thereof pursuant to s.
163.5055.

(2) The advisory council shall perform such duties as may
be prescribed by the community redevelopment board established
pursuant to s. 163.356 and shall submit within the time period
specified by the board of directors a report on the district’s
activities and a proposed budget to accomplish its objectives.
In formulating a plan for services or improvements, the advisory
council shall consult in public session with the appropriate

staff or consultants of the community redevelopment board

raon I 1 for +h A1t~ Tl o o~ o
TSP ST T Ot~ OrserrCt S Pttt

(3) A district may be dissolved by the local governing body
by rescinding the ordinance creating the district. The governing

body may rescind shall—eonsider—reseinding the ordinance if

presented with a petition containing the signatures of 60

percent of the residents of a district.
Section 11. Section 163.513, Florida Statutes, is repealed.
Section 12. Section 163.514, Florida Statutes, 1s amended

to read:
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163.514 Powers of neighborhood improvement districts.—

Unless prohibited by ordinance,
shaltl—Pbe empowered to:
(1)

as a body corporate.

the board of any district is

Enter into contracts and agreements and sue and be sued

(2) Have and use a corporate seal.
(3) Acquire, own, convey, or otherwise dispose of, lease as
lessor or lessee, construct, maintain, improve, enlarge, raze,

relocate, operate,

and manage property and facilities of

whatever type to which it holds title and grant and acquire

licenses,
(4)

labor,

easements,

source.
(3)
it,
validly entered into by it.
(6)
or other public bodies.

(7)

Contract for services of planners,

and options with respect thereto.
Accept grants and donations of any type of property,

or other thing of value from any public or private

Have exclusive control of funds legally available to

subject to limitations imposed by law or by any agreement

Cooperate and contract with other governmental agencies

engineers,

attorneys,

and other pdanming consultants+—e
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experts in areas pertaining to the operations of the board of

directors or the district.
(8)

planning assistance, legal advice,

law enforcement protection and security,

personnel.

Contract with the county or municipal government for

and for increased levels of

including additional
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610 (9) Promote and advertise the commercial advantages of the
611| district so as to attract new businesses and encourage the
612 expansion of existing businesses.
013 (10) Promote and advertise the district to the public and
614 engage in cooperative advertising programs with businesses
615| located in the district.

616 (11) Improve, plan, design, construct, operate, provide,

617 and maintain street lighting, parks, streets, drainage,

618 utilities, swales, parking facilities, transit, landscaping, and

619 open areas, and provide safe access to mass transportation

620 facilities in the district.

621 (12) Undertake innovative approaches to securing

622| neighborhoods from crime, such as crime prevention through

623| community policing innovations, environmental design,

624 environmental security, and defensible space.

625 (13) Privatize, close, vacate, plan, or replan streets,
626 roads, sidewalks, and alleys, subject to the concurrence of the
627 local governing body and, if required, the state Department of
628 Transportation.

629 (14) Prepare, adopt, implement, and modify a safe

630 neighborhood improvement plan for the district.

631 (15) Identify areas with blighted influences, including,
632| Dbut not limited to, areas where unlawful urban dumping or

633| graffiti are prevalent, and develop programs for eradication
634 thereof.

635 (16) (a) Subject to referendum approval, and for special,

636 community redevelopment, and property owners’ association

637 neighborhood improvement districts only, make and collect

638 special assessments pursuant to ss. 197.3632 and 197.3635 to pay
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639| for improvements to the district and for reasonable expenses of
640 operating the district, including the payment of expenses
641 included in the district’s budget, subject to an affirmative
642 vote by a majority of the registered voters residing in the
643 district. Such assessments shall not exceed $500 for each
644 individual parcel of land per year. Notwithstanding the
645| provisions of s. 101.6102, the referendum to approve the special
646 assessment shall be by mail ballot.

647 (b) In order to implement this subsection, the city clerk
648 or the supervisor of elections, whichever is appropriate, shall
649 compile a list of the names and last known addresses of the

650| electors in the neighborhood improvement district from the list
651 of registered voters of the county as of the last day of the

652| preceding month. The same shall constitute the registration list
653 for the purposes of a referendum. Within 45 days after

654 compilation of the voter registration list, the city clerk or
655| the supervisor of elections shall notify each elector of the

656| general provisions of this section, including the taxing

657 authority and the date of the upcoming referendum. Notification
658 shall be by United States mail and, in addition thereto, by

659| publication one time in a newspaper of general circulation in
660 the county or municipality in which the district is located.

661 (c) Any resident of the district whose name does not appear
662 on the list compiled pursuant to paragraph (b) may register to
663| vote as provided by law. The registration list shall remain open
664 for 75 days after the notification required in paragraph (b).
665 (d) Within 15 days after the closing of registration, the
666 city clerk or the supervisor of elections shall send a ballot to

667 each elector at his or her last known mailing address by first-
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668 class United States mail. The ballot shall include:
669 1. A description of the general provisions of this section

670 applicable to the neighborhood improvement district; and

671 2. Immediately following said information, the following:
672

673 “Do you favor the imposition of a special assessment

674 of not greater than $500 for each individual parcel of
675 land per year to pay for the expenses of operating the
676 neighborhood improvement district?

677

678 ....Yes, for the special assessment.

679

680 ....No, against the special assessment.”

681

682 (e) Ballots shall be returned by United States mail or by

683| personal delivery.

684 (f) All ballots received within 60 days after the closing
685 of registration shall be tabulated by the city clerk or the

686| supervisor of elections, who shall certify the results thereof
687 to the city governing body or county commission no later than 5
688 days after said 60-day period.

689 (17) Exercise all lawful powers incidental to the effective

690 and expedient exercise of the foregoing powers.

091 Section 13. Subsections (3) and (4) of section 163.5151,
692 Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

693 163.5151 Fiscal management; budget preparation.—

694 (3) Each local government and special neighborhood

695 improvement district levying an ad valorem tax on real or

696| personal property shall establish its budget pursuant to the
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provisions of chapter 200. Before adopting Prier—teoadeptieon—of

the final budget and setting of the millage rate to be levied by
the board, the board shall submit a tentative budget and
proposed millage rate of the district to the governing body of
the municipality in which the district is located, or to the
county if the district is located in the unincorporated portion
of the county, for approval or disapproval. Such governing body
shall have the power to modify the budget or millage submitted
by the board. Subsequent to approval, the board shall adopt its
final budget and millage rate in accordance with the
requirements of chapter 200.

(4) At the option of the county property appraiser for the
county within which the neighborhood improvement district is
located, #he assessments levied by the district may shadtd be
collected in the same manner as all ad valorem taxes 1f so
requested by the local governing body pursuant to s. 197.363.

Section 14. Section 163.516, Florida Statutes, i1s amended
to read:

163.516 Safe Neighborhood improvement plans.—

(1) A safe neighborhood improvement plan is mandated for
all neighborhood improvement districts. The plan must shad+d

contain at least the following elements:

(a) Demographics of the district.

(1) TRV St a gz by Aot o S ST c7a 0 o

\E [ S Y Y ) L& S we _LL__Y \wie peye AT L/LJ.J.L/L.L_YQ.L»._)

(b)4e} Land use, zoning, housing, and traffic analysis.
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(c)4e)> Statement of the district’s goal and objectives.
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(4)45)r Prior to adoption of the safe neighborhood

improvement plan, the board shall hold a public hearing on the
plan after public notice thereof by publication in a newspaper
of general circulation in the county or municipality in which
the district is located. The notice shall describe the time,
date, place, and purpose of the hearing; identify the boundaries
of the district; and outline the general scope of the plan.

(5)+6)> The board, after the public hearing, may approve the
sa&fe neighborhood improvement plan if it finds:

(a) The plan has been approved as consistent with the local
comprehensive plan by the local governing body; and

(b) The plan will improve the promotion, appearance,

ety ——seewrityy and public amenities of the neighborhood
improvement district as stipulated in s. 163.502.

(6)4+H If, at any time after approval of the safe
neighborhood improvement plan, it becomes desirable to amend or
modify the plan, the board may do so. Prior to any such
amendment or modification, the board shall obtain written
approval of the local governing body concerning conformity to
the local government comprehensive plan and hold a public
hearing on the proposed amendment or modification after public
notice thereof by publication in a newspaper of general
circulation in the county or municipality in which the district
is located. The notice shall describe the time, place, and
purpose of the hearing and generally describe the proposed
amendment or modification.
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i i
Las—assessment fee—autherized—to suveh districts eother thon
for—+the preparation—-of +the safe—communityorbusiness
improvement—ptan~
Section 15. Section 163.517, Florida Statutes, is repealed.
Section 16. Section 163.519, Florida Statutes, is repealed.
Section 17. Section 163.521, Florida Statutes, is repealed.
Section 18. Section 163.5215, Florida Statutes, is
repealed.
Section 19. Section 163.522, Florida Statutes, is repealed.
Section 20. Section 163.523, Florida Statutes, is repealed.
Section 21. Section 163.524, Florida Statutes, is repealed.
Section 22. Section 163.526, Florida Statutes, is repealed.
Section 23. This act shall take effect July 1, 2011.
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