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1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to school choice; amending s. 1002.38,

3 F.S.; revising legislative intent and eligibility

4 requirements for participation in the Opportunity

5 Scholarship Program; deleting provisions that authorize an
6 opportunity scholarship for attendance at a private

7 school; requiring that an opportunity scholarship remain

8 in force until the student graduates from high school;

9 revising school district obligations and deleting
10 provisions relating to private schools to conform to
11 changes made by the act; amending ss. 1001.42 and 1002.20,
12 F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
13 deleting an obsolete provision relating to the John M.
14 McKay Scholarships for Students with Disabilities Program;
15 providing an effective date.
16

17 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
18
19 Section 1. Section 1002.38, Florida Statutes, is amended
20 to read:

21 1002.38 Opportunity Scholarship Program.—

22 (1) FINDINGS AND INTENT.—The purpose of this section is to
23| provide enhanced opportunity for students in this state to gain
24 the knowledge and skills necessary for postsecondary education,
25 a career education, or the world of work. The Legislature

26 recognizes that the voters of the State of Florida, in the

27 November 1998 general election, amended s. 1, Art. IX of the

28 Florida Constitution so as to make education a paramount duty of
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29 the state. The Legislature finds that the State Constitution

30 requires the state to provide a uniform, safe, secure,

31 efficient, and high-quality system which allows the opportunity
32 to obtain a high-quality education. The Legislature further

33 finds that a student should not be compelled, against the wishes
34 of the student's parent, to remain in a school found by the

35 state to be failing fer 2—vyears—ina4—year—perioed. The

36| Legislature shall make available opportunity scholarships in
37 order to give parents the opportunity for their children to

38| attend a public school that is performing satisfactorily er—te

39 PR PN 14 N NN

O CCTTITCK aIT \_,_L_Lv_l_)\_/_l_\_, t/J__I_V(_A.
40
41

42
43
44

45
46

477 (2) OPPORTUNITY SCHOLARSHIP ELIGIBILITY.-—

48 (a) A public school student's parent may request and

49| receive frem—the—state an opportunity scholarship for the

50 student to enroll in and attend a public p¥iwvate school in

51 accordance with the provisions of this section if:

52 4a+1. By assigned school attendance area or by special

53 assignment, the student has spent the prior school year in

54 attendance at a public school that has been designated pursuant
55 to s. 1008.34 as performance grade category "D" or "F+" failing

56| +eo—make adeguateprogressy and that is in one of the two lowest-
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(a) A school district shall, for each student enrolled in

or assigned to a school that has been designated as provided in

subsection (2) performance—grade—ecategory"F'—Ffor2-—schoot—vyears
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1. Timely notify the parent of the student as soon as such

designation is made of all options available pursuant to this
section.

2. Offer that student's parent an opportunity to enroll
the student in a £he public school within the district that has
been designated by the state pursuant to s. 1008.34 as a school
performing higher than that in which the student is currently
enrolled or to which the student has been assigned, but not less
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opportunity to continue attendance in attending the higher-
performing higher performing public school feeder pattern shald

remaia—iRa—foree until the student graduates from high school.

(b) The parent of a student enrolled in or assigned to a

school that has been designated as provided in subsection (2)
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perieod may choose as an alternative to subparagraph (a)2. to

enroll the student in and transport the student to a higher-

performing public school that has available space in any other
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aa—adFaeent school district in the state, and that school

district shall accept the student and report the student for
purposes of the district's funding pursuant to the Florida
Education Finance Program.

(c) For students in the school district who are
participating in the state Opportunity Scholarship Program, the
school district shall provide locations and times to take all
statewide assessments required pursuant to s. 1008.22.

(d) Students with disabilities who are eligible to receive
services from the school district under federal or state law,
and who participate in this program, remain eligible to receive
services from the school district as provided by federal or

state law.
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perferming public school in the school district, rather—+than
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transportation costs to the higher-performing higherperforming
public school shall be the responsibility of the school

district. The district may utilize state categorical
transportation funds or state-appropriated public school choice

incentive funds for this purpose.
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281| state er—be—-granted—oastateopportunity scholarship—to—aprivate
282 seheot, in conformance with s. 1002.38 and State Board of

283| Education rule.

284 Section 3. Paragraph (b) of subsection (6) of section

285 1002.20, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

286 1002.20 K-12 student and parent rights.—Parents of public
287 school students must receive accurate and timely information
288 regarding their child's academic progress and must be informed
289| of ways they can help their child to succeed in school. K-12
290 students and their parents are afforded numerous statutory

291| rights including, but not limited to, the following:

292 (6) EDUCATIONAL CHOICE.—

293 (b) Private school choices.—Parents of public school

294 students may seek private school choice options under certain

295| programs.

296 I—HUnder—+the Opportunity Seholarship Program—the Pparent
297 2N ot a1 A+ 1 2N Foaa Tl a2y T 2N o~y 1 ma rooy ot A A~ 1z
- L o C AT T T i S L J_L/L_I__I__I_J.J.\j t/bl.u_l__l_\_/ [N I B A lll(./L_Y J_\_,\iu\_au)k., (S uLw § [H S WP WP WP S VA Y
298 =~ e ortiin g + cobh Tl vl £ ot A+ + PN SN NP N I N =
[ muy Ut/t/uJ_ L_,uJ.J._I_L_,_Y A_)\./J-lU—L(./LJ—A)J—l—Lt/ [ S N T o C OO T T T ey L C T TTE L t/J__LV(./LL.,\_,
299 ool 1 IR AN NE S N 2 a1tk + nrosza o g o £ o 1NN 29
[N I B A i S (€7 5L UL UL W B W N & B B B W wy W LT CTT T t/J—UV—LA)—LUJ-J-A) . =] E NV v -
300 .2+ Under the McKay Scholarships for Students with

301 Disabilities Program, the parent of a public school student with

-

+h ISEE LTS PG )
cCIIrC—o T

Gt S—PFrog¥ressS may

302 a disability whe—3s—dissatisfied—wit

!

303 request and receive a McKay Scholarship for the student to

304 attend a private school in accordance with the provisions of s.
305 1002.39.

306 2.3+ Under the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program, the

307| parent of a student who qualifies for free or reduced-price

308 school lunch may seek a scholarship from an eligible nonprofit
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309 scholarship-funding organization in accordance with the

310| provisions of s. 1002.395.

311 Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2011.
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