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1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to water management districts; amending s.
3 373.073, F.S.; requiring the election rather than

4 appointment of members of the governing boards of the

5 water management districts; providing for termination of

6 terms of current officeholders; providing for terms of

7 office, nonpartisan elections, filling of vacancies, and

8 residency requirements; amending s. 373.536, F.S.;

9 revising provisions relating to the fiscal year and budget
10 submission; transferring budget approval authority from
11 the Executive Office of the Governor to the Legislature;
12 revising provisions relating to the review and submission
13 of water management district budgets; amending s. 373.026,
14 F.S.; conforming a reference; providing an effective date.
15

16| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
17
18 Section 1. Section 373.073, Florida Statutes, is amended
19 to read:

20 373.073 Governing board.—

21 (1) (a) The governing board of each water management

22| district shall be composed of 9 elected members who must shald
23 reside within the district, except that the Southwest Florida

24| Water Management District shall be composed of 13 elected

25| members who must shadt+ reside within the district. Members—of
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United States Water Resources Council in United States
Geological Survey,
Florida—1975,
(a)
1.

River Basin and Hydrological Unit Map of
Map Series No. 72:
Northwest Florida Water Management District:

One member must shalt reside in the area generally

which lies west of Pensacola Bay and Escambia Bay.

2. One member must shallt reside in the area generally

designated as the "Blackwater River Basin-Yellow River Basin-

Choctawhatchee Bay Coastal Area" hydrologic units and that

lies east of Pensacola Bay and Escambia Bay.

3. One member must shalt reside in the area generally

designated as the "Choctawhatchee River Basin-St. Andrews Bay
Coastal Area" hydrologic units.

4. One member must shaltt reside in the area generally
designated as the "Lower Chattahoochee-Apalachicola River-
Chipola River Basin-Coastal Area between Ochlockonee River
Apalachicola Rivers-Apalachicola Bay coastal area and offshore
islands" hydrologic units.

5. One member must shalt reside in the area generally
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designated as the "Perdido River Basin-Perdido Bay Coastal Area-
Lower Conecuh River-Escambia River Basin" hydrologic units and

that portion of the "Escambia Bay Coastal Area" hydrologic unit

portion of the "Escambia Bay Coastal Area" hydrologic unit which

designated as the "Ochlockonee River Basin-St. Marks and Wakulla
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113 Rivers and coastal area between Aucilla and Ochlockonee River
114 Basin" hydrologic units.
115 6. Four members shall be elected appeinted at large+

116| execept—thatno—ecounty shall hove more—thoan—twomembers—on—the
117 geveraingrpoard.
118 (b) Suwannee River Water Management District:

119 1. One member must shatd reside in the area generally

120| designated as the "Aucilla River Basin" hydrologic unit.

121 2. One member must shalt+ reside in the area generally
122| designated as the "Coastal Area between Suwannee and Aucilla
123| Rivers" hydrologic unit.

124 3. One member must shadt reside in the area generally
125| designated as the "Withlacoochee River Basin-Alapaha River
126| Basin-Suwannee River Basin above the Withlacoochee River"
127| hydrologic units.

128 4. One member must shalt reside in the area generally

129| designated as the "Suwannee River Basin below the Withlacoochee
130 River excluding the Santa Fe River Basin" hydrologic unit.

131 5. One member must shalt reside in the area generally

132| designated as the "Santa Fe Basin-Waccasassa River and coastal

133 area between Withlacoochee and Suwannee River" hydrologic units.

134 6. Four members shall be elected appeinted at large+
135 except—thatrno—ecounty shall have more—thantwo members—on—the
136| geveraingrpoard.

137 (c) St. Johns River Water Management District:

138 1. One member must shaltt reside in the area generally

139| designated as the "St. Marys River Basin-Coastal area between
140 St. Marys and St. Johns Rivers" hydrologic units.
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141 2. One member must shaltd reside in the area generally

142 designated as the "St. Johns River Basin below Oklawaha River-
143 Coastal area between the St. Johns River and Ponce de Leon

144 Inlet" hydrologic units.

145 3. One member must shatdt reside in the area generally

146| designated as the "Oklawaha River Basin" hydrologic unit.
147 4. One member must shatdt reside in the area generally

148| designated as the "St. Johns River Basin above the Oklawaha
149| River" hydrologic unit.

150 5. One member must skaltdt reside in the area generally

151 designated as the "Coastal area between Ponce de Leon Inlet and
152 Sebastian Inlet-Coastal area Sebastian Inlet to St. Lucie River"

153| hydrologic units.

154 6. Four members shall be elected appeinted at larges
155 except—thatro—ecounty shall have more—than twomembers—en—+the
156| geveraingroard.

157 (d) South Florida Water Management District:

158 1 Two members must shatd reside in Miami-Dade County.
159 2 One member must shaltdt reside in Broward County.

160 3. One member must shatdt reside in Palm Beach County.
16l 4 One member must shatd reside in Collier County, Lee

162 County, Hendry County, or Charlotte County.
163 5. One member must shatdt reside in Glades County,

164 Okeechobee County, Highlands County, Polk County, Orange County,
165 or Osceola County.
166 6. Two members, elected appoeinted at large, must shatd

167 reside in amr—area—eensistingof St. Lucie County, Martin County,
168 Palm Beach County, Broward County, Miami-Dade County, or and
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169| Monroe County Ceunties.
170 7. One member, elected appeinted at large, must shaltd

ting—of Collier County, Lee County,

o
=}

l__l.

171 reside 1in ap—area——econs

172 Charlotte County, Hendry County, Glades County, Osceola County,
173 Okeechobee County, Polk County, Highlands County, or amd Orange
174 County Ceunties.

175 S+—No—ecounty shallhave more—than three members—on—the
176| governing board-

177 (e) Southwest Florida Water Management District:

178 1. Two members shall reside in Hillsborough County.

179 2. One member must shatdt reside in the area consisting of

180| Hillsborough and Pinellas Counties.

181 3. Two members must shatt reside in Pinellas County.
182 4. One member must shaedt reside in Manatee County.

183 5. Two members must shatd reside in Polk County.

184 6. One member must shal+ reside in Pasco County.

185 7. One member must shaltdt be elected appeointed—at—darge

186 from Levy County, Citrus County, Sumter County, or and Lake

187 County Ceunties.

188 8. One member shall be elected appeoirnted at large from
189| Hardee County, DeSoto County, or amd Highlands County Ceunties.

190 9. One member shall be elected appeinted at large from
191 Marion County or amd Hernando County Eeunties.
192 10. One member shall be elected appeinrted at large from

193 Sarasota County or amd Charlotte County Eeuwnties.
194 Section 2. Subsections (1), (2), and (5) of section
195 373.536, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
196 373.536 District budget and hearing thereon.—
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(1) FISCAL YEAR.—The fiscal year of districts created
under the provisions of this chapter shall extend from July
Oetoeber 1 of one year through June September 30 of the following
year.

(2) BUDGET SUBMITTAL.—The budget officer of the district

shall—en—-erbeforeJuly 15 ofecach year; submit for

consideration by the governing board of the district a tentative
budget for the district covering its proposed operations and
funding requirements for the ensuing fiscal year.

(5) TENTATIVE BUDGET CONTENTS AND SUBMISSION; REVIEW AND
APPROVAL.—

(a) The Legislature Exeeuvtive Officeof the GCovernor is

authorized to approve or disapprove, in whole or in part, the
budget of each water management district and shall analyze each
budget as to the adequacy of fiscal resources available to the
district and the adequacy of district expenditures related to
water supply, including water resource development projects

identified in the district's regional water supply plans; water

quality; flood protection and floodplain management; and natural
systems. This analysis shall be based on the particular needs
within each water management district in those four areas of
responsibility.
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(b)+4e> Each water management district shall, by January
Aggust 1 of each year, submit for review a tentative budget to
the Governor, the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, the chairs of all legislative
committees and subcommittees with substantive or fiscal
jurisdiction over water management districts, as determined by
the President of the Senate or the Speaker of the House of
Representatives as applicable, the secretary of the department,
and the governing body of each county in which the district has
jurisdiction or derives any funds for the operations of the
district.

(c)+e» The tentative budget must set forth the proposed
expenditures of the district, to which may be added an amount to
be held as reserve. The tentative budget must include, but is
not limited to, the following information for the preceding
fiscal year and the current fiscal year, and the proposed

amounts for the upcoming fiscal year, in a standard format

prescribed by the Legislature ExeegtiveOffice—ofthe GCovernor:

1. The estimated amount of funds remaining at the
beginning of the fiscal year which have been obligated for the
payment of outstanding commitments not yet completed.

2. The estimated amount of unobligated funds or net cash

balance on hand at the beginning of the fiscal year, and the

Page 9 of 12

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb1485-00




F L ORTIDA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 1485 2011

253 estimated amount of funds to be raised by district taxes or

254 received from other sources to meet the requirements of the

255 district.

256 3. The millage rates and the percentage increase above the
257 rolled-back rate, together with a summary of the reasons the

258 increase is required, and the percentage increase in taxable

259| wvalue resulting from new construction within the district.

260 4. The salaries and benefits, expenses, operating capital
261 outlay, number of authorized positions, and other personal

262 services for the following program areas of the district:

263 a Water resource planning and monitoring;

264 b. Land acquisition, restoration, and public works;
265 c. Operation and maintenance of works and lands;
266 d. Regulation;

267 e. Outreach for which the information provided must

268 contain a full description and accounting of expenditures for
269| water resources education; public information and public

270 relations, including public service announcements and

271 advertising in any media; and lobbying activities related to

272 local, regional, state and federal governmental affairs, whether
273 incurred by district staff or through contractual services; and
274 f. Management and administration.

275
276 In addition to the program areas reported by all water

277 management districts, the South Florida Water Management

278 District shall include in its budget document separate sections
279 on all costs associated with the Everglades Construction Project

280 and the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan.
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HB 1485 2011

309 Section 3. Paragraph (d) of subsection (8) of section

310 373.026, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

311 373.026 General powers and duties of the department.—The
312 department, or its successor agency, shall be responsible for
313 the administration of this chapter at the state level. However,
314 it is the policy of the state that, to the greatest extent

315| possible, the department may enter into interagency or

316 interlocal agreements with any other state agency, any water

317| management district, or any local government conducting programs
318 related to or materially affecting the water resources of the
319| state. All such agreements shall be subject to the provisions of
320 s. 373.046. In addition to its other powers and duties, the

321 department shall, to the greatest extent possible:

322 (8)
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323 (d) The Legislature Exeeutive6Ff
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324 pursuant to its duties under s. 373.536(5) to approve or

325 disapprove, in whole or in part, the budget of each water

326| management district, shall review all proposed expenditures for
327| project components in the district's budget.

328 Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2011.
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