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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to faith- and character-based correctional
institution programs; amending s. 944.803, F.S.; revising
legislative findings; providing legislative intent;
providing requirements for faith- and character-based
programs; deleting provisions relating to funding;

revising requirements for participation; deleting

O < o oo w N

provisions relating to assignment of chaplains; providing
9 an effective date.

10

11| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

12

13 Section 1. Section 944.803, Florida Statutes, is amended

14 to read:

15 944.803 Faith- and character-based Faith-based programs
16 fur i“matbs.—
17 (1) The Legislature finds and declares that faith- and

18 character-based faith—-based programs offered in state and

19| private correctional institutions and facilities have the
20| potential to facilitate inmate institutional adjustment, help
21 inmates assume personal responsibility, and reduce recidivism.

22 (2) It is the intent of the Legislature that the

23 department expand the faith- and character-based initiative

24 through the use of faith- and character-based institutions. The

25 department is encouraged to phase out the faith-based and self

26 improvement dormitory programs and move toward the goal of only

27 implementing faith- and character-based institutions.

28 (3)42 It is the intent of the Legislature that the
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department efECerreetions and the private vendors operating
private correctional facilities shaltd continuously:
(a) Measure recidivism rates for inmates who have

participated in faith- and character-based religiouws programs.;

(b) Increase the number of volunteers who minister to

inmates from various faith-based and secular institutions in the

community.s

(c) Develop community linkages with secular institutions

as well as churches, synagogues, mosques, and other faith-based

institutions to assist inmates in their release back into the

community.;—ane
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shall ensure that an inmate's faith orientation, or lack
thereof, will not be considered in determining admission to a

faith- and character-based faith-based program and that the

program does not attempt to convert an inmate toward a
particular faith or religious preference.

(b) The programs shall operate 24 hours a day within the

existing correctional facilities and—Fhe programs must
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88 (5) The department shall ensure that any faith component

89 of any program authorized in this chapter is offered on a
90 voluntary basis and, an offender's faith orientation, or lack

91 thereof, will not be considered in determining admission to such

92 a faith-based program and that the program does not attempt to

93| convert an offender toward a particular faith or religious

94| preference.

95 (6) The department shall ensure that state funds are not

96| expended for the purpose of furthering religious indoctrination,

97 but rather, that state funds are expended for purposes of

98| furthering the secular goals of criminal rehabilitation, the

99| successful reintegration of offenders into the community, and
100 the reduction of recidivism.

101 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law.
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