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Florida Senate - 2011 SB 380

By Senator Wise

5-00044B-11 2011380
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to the certification of child welfare
personnel; amending s. 402.40, F.S.; revising
legislative intent; defining the terms “child welfare
certification” and “professional credentialing
entity”; requiring persons who provide child welfare
services to be certified by a professional
credentialing entity approved by the Department of
Children and Family Services; providing requirements
for department approval; deleting requirements
relating to the establishment of a department training
program, including training academies; revising the
use of a department trust fund; deleting certain
rulemaking authority of the department; providing an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 402.40, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:
402.40 Certification of child welfare personnel training.—
1) LEGISLATIVE INTENT.—Far—erder—to—enable—the—state—+to

Bxr 73 ISE T Y N I S SN DN ~ N — at L L Azl At S Al 4o 0 0o
ProvOC—a Syoctiiac T appPpTroatitT—coO oS tcart O v CoCTopmcitc ol crarittitg
fovr v rmea vy za Aa ey Aol A g o o ISWANEVY T AP WoNP T — SV S JC - T B R 2 += + 1
O Pt SOT s pPTrovIarg T O worrrrarc ottt vCctS oS Ccitac WL ottt ot
n oo £ 1l ot LfL s A Ao e~ o ey £ Aaat o o It lS the
Tt sS—OTr—Suatir—sStarr it ot OrstargC— o0 CoacTCSy

intent of the Legislature that each person providing child

welfare services in this state earns and maintains a

professional certification from a professional credentialing

entity that is approved by the Department of Children and Family
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(2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:

(a) “Child welfare certification” means a professional

credential awarded to persons who have demonstrated competency

and proficiency in a child welfare services practice area

through the achievement of education, professional experience,

and examination requirements that have been developed according

to nationally recognized certification and psychometric

standards.

(b)4&r “Child welfare services” means any intake,
protective investigations, preprotective services, protective
services, foster care, shelter and group care, and adoption and
related services program, including supportive services,
supervision, and legal services, provided to children who are
alleged to have been abused, abandoned, or neglected, or who are
at risk of becoming, are alleged to be, or have been found
dependent pursuant to chapter 39.

(c)HP> “Person providing child welfare services” means a
person who has a responsibility for supervisory, +egats direct

care, or support-related suppeort—retated work in the provision
of child welfare services pursuant to chapters 39 and 409
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chapter—39.

(d) “Professional credentialing entity” means a department-

approved nonprofit organization that is governed by a board of

directors composed of members who represent the population for

which it awards credentials.

(3) CHILD WELFARE CERTIFICATION.—Any person providing child

welfare services 1in this state must earn and maintain a child

welfare certification issued by a professional credentialing

entity.
(4) PROFESSIONAL CREDENTIALING ENTITIES.—The department

shall approve one or more professional credentialing entities

for the purpose of awarding child welfare certification to

persons who provide child welfare services. A professional

credentialing entity shall request such approval in writing from

the department. In order to obtain approval, the professional

credentialing entity must:

(a) Establish professional requirements and standards that

applicants must achieve in order to obtain a child welfare

certification and to maintain such certification;

(b) Develop and apply core competencies and examination

instruments according to nationally recognized certification and

psychometric standards;

(c) Maintain a professional code of ethics and a

disciplinary process that apply to all persons holding child

welfare certification;

(d) Maintain a database, accessible to the public, of all

persons holding child welfare certification, including any

history of ethical violations; and

(e) Require annual continuing education requirements for
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persons holding child welfare certification.
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(5)44> CHILD WELFARE TRAINING TRUST FUND.—
(a) There is created within the State Treasury a Child
Welfare Training Trust Fund to be used by the Department of

Children and Family Services for the purpose of funding the

professional development a—eemprehensive systemof child welfare
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+on of persons providing child

welfare services.

(b) One dollar from every noncriminal traffic infraction
collected pursuant to s. 318.14(10) (b) or s. 318.18 shall be
deposited into the Child Welfare Training Trust Fund.

(c) Ir—eaddition—to—the fundsgenerated by paragraph—tb)r+
The trust fund shall also receive funds generated from an
additional fee on birth certificates and dissolution of marriage
filings, as specified in ss. 382.0255 and 28.101, respectively,
and may receive funds from any other public or private source.

(d) Funds that are not expended by the end of the budget
cycle or through a supplemental budget approved by the
department shall revert to the trust fund.
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