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Florida Senate - 2011 SB 436

By Senator Hill

1-00230-11 2011436
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to seaport security; amending s.
311.12, F.S.; deleting provisions requiring the
Department of Law Enforcement to establish a statewide
seaport access eligibility reporting system;
specifying that a federal Transportation Worker
Identification Credential is the only authorization
required for obtaining access to secure and restricted
areas of a seaport; deleting the requirements for
performing criminal history screening on certain
persons authorized to regularly enter secure and

restricted areas; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (8) through (11) of section 311.12,
Florida Statutes, are redesignated as subsections (6) through
(9), respectively, and paragraph (a) of subsection (4),
subsections (5) through (7), paragraph (d) of subsection (8),
and paragraph (a) of subsection (11) of that section, are
amended to read:

311.12 Seaport security.—

(4) SECURE AND RESTRICTED AREAS.—Each seaport listed in s.
311.09 must clearly designate in seaport security plans, and
clearly identify with appropriate signs and markers on the
premises of a seaport, all secure and restricted areas as
defined by the United States Department of Homeland Security-
United States Coast Guard Navigation and Vessel Inspection

Circular No. 03-07 and 49 C.F.R. part 1572. The plans must also
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address access eligibility requirements and corresponding
security enforcement authorizations.

(a) The seaport’s security plan must set forth the
conditions and restrictions to be imposed on persons employed
at, doing business at, or visiting the seaport who have access
to secure and restricted areas which are sufficient to provide
substantial compliance with the minimum security standards
established in subsection (1) and federal regulations.

1. All seaport employees and other persons working at the
seaport who have reqgular access to secure or restricted areas

must comply with federal access control regulations and—state
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. All persons and objects in secure and restricted areas
are subject to search by a sworn state-certified law enforcement
officer, a Class D seaport security officer certified under
Maritime Transportation Security Act of 2002 guidelines and s.
311.121, or an employee of the seaport security force certified
under the Maritime Transportation Security Act of 2002
guidelines and s. 311.121.

3. Persons found in these areas without the proper

permission are subject to the trespass provisions of ss. 810.08
and 810.09.
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The TWIC is currently valid and in full force and

The TWIC was not received through the waiver process for

disqualifying criminal history allowed by federal law.
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(b) Upon submission of a completed affidavit as provided in
paragraph (a), the——ecompletionof the staote eriminathistery

fees—under—subsection—{5)+ a seaport shall may grant the person
access to secure or restricted areas of the port.
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(c)4e The submission of false information on the affidavit

required by this section is a felony of the third degree,

punishable as provided in s.

Upon conviction for a violation of this provision,

775.082,

775.083, 775.084.

the person

S. or s.

convicted forfeits all privilege of access to secure or

restricted areas of a seaport and is disqualified from future

approval for access to such areas.

(d)4e> Any affidavit form created for use under this

subsection must contain the following statement in conspicuous
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320| subsection shall be noted in the annual report submitted by the
321| Department of Law Enforcement pursuant to subsection (8) ~+3+65-.
322 (9) 433> FUNDING.—

323 (a) In making decisions regarding security projects or

324 other funding applicable to each seaport listed in s. 311.09,
325 the Legislature may consider the Department of Law Enforcement’s

326 annual report under subsection (8) 3483 as authoritative,

327| especially regarding each seaport’s degree of substantial

328 compliance with the minimum security standards established in
329| subsection (1).

330 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2011.
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