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Florida Senate - 2011 SB 564

By Senator Rich

34-00547-11 2011564
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to the Voluntary Prekindergarten
Education Program; amending ss. 1002.55 and 1002.63,
F.S.; providing that prekindergarten instructors in
school-year prekindergarten programs delivered by
private providers and public schools must meet new
professional credentialing requirements beginning July
1, 2014; deleting provisions relating to alternate
educational credentials, to conform; amending ss.
1002.61 and 1007.23, F.S.; conforming cross-references
to changes made by the act; repealing s. 1002.65,
F.S., relating to aspirational goals for the
professional credentials of prekindergarten

instructors; providing an effective date.

WHEREAS, the Legislature finds that there is a strong
correlation between the state’s fiscal and economic well-being,
the state’s workforce development, the skills and preparation of
the state’s prekindergarten instructors, and the educational
outcomes of students in the state’s Voluntary Prekindergarten
Education Program, and

WHEREAS, national studies have shown that the only
prekindergarten education programs that demonstrate large long-
term economic gains and improve educational outcomes for
prekindergarten education students are programs taught by
teachers who hold a bachelor’s degree or higher, and

WHEREAS, children who are enrolled in prekindergarten
education programs taught by teachers who hold a bachelor’s

degree or higher save taxpayer dollars by reducing costs
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associated with K-12 student remediation, student dropouts,
juvenile and criminal justice, law enforcement, and other public
safety and assistance programs, and

WHEREAS, for the 2008-2009 school year, the rate of
Florida’s third grade students who were not promoted to fourth
grade was 6.64 percent, and

WHEREAS, the number of prekindergarten through third grade
students who are not promoted to the next grade costs Florida’s
taxpayers in excess of $330 million annually, and

WHEREAS, investment in high-quality prekindergarten
education programs is a cost-effective way to create a highly
skilled future workforce and is an effective public policy
strategy for generating wealth and achieving social and economic
development, and

WHEREAS, Florida can meet Voluntary Prekindergarten
Education Program teacher capacity, based on graduation rates of
students receiving bachelor’s degrees in early childhood
education, by offering full reciprocity for teacher
certificateholders from other states; by employing teachers who
are currently being terminated due to the declining trends in K-
12 student growth; and by continuing to support a bachelor’s
degree career ladder for existing nondegreed teachers, NOW,

THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 1002.55, Florida Statutes, is amended to

read:

1002.55 School-year prekindergarten program delivered by

Page 2 of 10

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87

Florida Senate - 2011 SB 564

34-00547-11 2011564
private prekindergarten providers.—

(1) Each early learning coalition shall administer the
Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program at the county or
regional level for students enrolled under s. 1002.53(3) (a) in a
school-year prekindergarten program delivered by a private
prekindergarten provider.

(2) Each school-year prekindergarten program delivered by a
private prekindergarten provider must comprise at least 540
instructional hours.

(3) To be eligible to deliver the prekindergarten program,
a private prekindergarten provider must meet each of the
following requirements:

(a) The private prekindergarten provider must be a child
care facility licensed under s. 402.305, family day care home
licensed under s. 402.313, large family child care home licensed
under s. 402.3131, nonpublic school exempt from licensure under
s. 402.3025(2), or faith-based child care provider exempt from
licensure under s. 402.316.

(b) The private prekindergarten provider must:

1. Be accredited by an accrediting association that is a
member of the National Council for Private School Accreditation,
or the Florida Association of Academic Nonpublic Schools, or be
accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools,
or Western Association of Colleges and Schools, or North Central
Association of Colleges and Schools, or Middle States
Association of Colleges and Schools, or New England Association
of Colleges and Schools; and have written accreditation
standards that meet or exceed the state’s licensing requirements
under s. 402.305, s. 402.313, or s. 402.3131 and require at
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least one onsite visit to the provider or school before
accreditation is granted;

2. Hold a current Gold Seal Quality Care designation under
s. 402.281; or

3. Be licensed under s. 402.305, s. 402.313, or s. 402.3131
and demonstrate, before delivering the Voluntary Prekindergarten
Education Program, as verified by the early learning coalition,
that the provider meets each of the requirements of the program
under this part, including, but not limited to, the requirements
for credentials and background screenings of prekindergarten
instructors under paragraphs (c) and (d), minimum and maximum
class sizes under paragraph (f), prekindergarten director
credentials under paragraph (g), and a developmentally
appropriate curriculum under s. 1002.67(2) (b).

(c) Beginning July 1, 2014:

1. The private prekindergarten provider must have, for each

prekindergarten class composed of fewer than 11 students, at

least one prekindergarten instructor who holds:

a. A bachelor’s or higher degree in early childhood

education, prekindergarten or primary education, preschool

education, or family and consumer science; or

b. A bachelor’s or higher degree in elementary education,

if the prekindergarten instructor has been certified to teach

children any age from birth through grade 6, regardless of

whether the instructor’s educator certificate is current, and if

the instructor is not ineligible to teach in a public school

because his or her educator certificate is suspended or revoked.

2. The private prekindergarten provider must have, for each

prekindergarten class composed of 11 or more students:

Page 4 of 10

words underlined are additions.



SB 564

2011

Florida Senate

2011564

34-00547-11

>
Q ~ P
o) 0] o) i D @
o) o) e ) c i £P B
- NBY IO} iB] Al Y $H & #H @
= o > © c|l O D - D @
0 e - - uh o - D ¢ o]
— @ O 4 O | O . - RONEN()] a4 @ oo
— - Q| @] “ | o ~ ¢ o i n HOJ1S) ®
(@) o gl o o ©w P oAl 0 D D ® HO)j D —H
4 O| © @ & 0 iB] > PP D 4 -H @ [19]
n| 4 -H| ®© > O N B @ B D £ P -
[0) (0] nl o 4|l O Ol O o & @ D [0 I 1] v @ K]
G e @| O ®©| Q| + ©| gl O > & ¢ n M 4P D
i} iN) ST q “ —| 4 W D - 4 Eny]
Pl AP )] 0] 0] )] )] D K ~ K D H -H
9] ) - ol ©f & P ©of o BT -fd T H O D sH
iB) iE) ol o O oF - nl £ ¢« B A ®  uH W 4b [0))
0} (0] gl <| °©l wn| O —| o -H O O -t [N (V]
Q Q Q| -H 0] ol — (@] “ 4 D @ »o D D D
g S o| | 4] O] o VAl O] © O $ @ - £ 9 g0}
—| © Of -A4| > |l | O P W By D O o, . -
e} O Ol -H > O Ol ©of | # & DO D ORI N »
G g > P © 4| T oy O 3| » (] D B [ T D
=z = | < [0} S I=) D D -fd & H D D, D H
O 0] 4] | o Q| T| T H @ ® O U D D,
“ “ T| O — gl || o & D D ™ [0 D
@] O O 0] > A 0] P — D D D Rty ow
L ol P — 4| | | <o H ol & W 4P #H @ D (0]
O a O -~ O o| -H @] a O O D [o9] D 0] [( RS £ P -
3| ©f B < -H|l g © ol b @ 4w B -H H ¢ ot
“~ ~ O| | © 0] in] © K] D K o [ D ®
B} NS ©| -H| k| < n a ©® D 4P [4p] D D o
9] . 0 © a a i) 0] QO (9] [o)] ow Qo L)} | D ® g
al —| @ ol o| T P gl ol ¢ W & B F b T0)
-~ - ~ - (@] a a o ~ D ® -H - ® ® HOJERY | .
G gl | O] ©® ®© —| Y © P U b H D B D
Sl Qo G S| © O G O ©f T| & ~ D ¢ & #H b R OX q
0] © Q gl 2| ™ al P g o < -f 4] D D @ D D D —H
PSP - 0} O 0| @®| ¥ @© £ 4 T ¢ ¢ H
“~ o H a ol - 1S “ o Al P D ® 0] & D £ M [OFEERO) HO)J
©| © @© -—H| 4|l © T| O nl 4 H ¢ P H [OFEE oo
o H o) el » al — L > O o 0 D [ O] D [o)) © - ®
“~ © ~ o| -H © —| & H — @ D
0] o O @ > | C 0] —| 3 D @ o] D [o)) D -H - QP -~
T| Q] T Ql ol O 4 n gl b ¢ b B £ B ® 4
gl 8| < ) 0 o) HE o> Al b9 & QP - -
-Hl n| A o T O] WH n Q 4 » ¢ O -4 o P - #H P 0
v A O H| O 4 0 Hl -H P E Y D # ¢ op
Ol H O ~ 3| O (@] Ol T €| $ O D 1 P & ¢ D ) .
“~ @] ~ 0 )] IS ES] O 0] [OFE. D H D D D .
[OF Q| e« © 0| A a @] O > 0] D @ (ON D - D 0] P
) n| | A | P S ol @ ¢ ¢ ok ) U« R (VR NN TR q
(O} I'S] | L O H & ol Sl S @ D q H @ [0} ie H
a a - al = ol | | - [oF - S D € D H
O ol O 0} | H 1S a o —~| Q O K D EH & -H D .
=] e —~| -+ o O -H| H| ®© S| 4~ D 4 3] - 4P m [09)
) o] H| | Al o 4] | H Al D O . . @ - . 0
@] 4 Q| 4| ~ g HAl O] ©of g — o O r & P A YW © & & D ™
-~ - 0] Ol A > 0] 0 0] & D D o)l — H
S 3 T o -H| O S0 L S IO} - D
o oF ol 3| o 3 O 3| © D ® D $ 0 i P
0] O 1S ol < O 4 O b ® @ [ ® D ® @
“ S| O] O P 0] O O 0] D -H D & M [ B
™~ 0 O O 4 N ™M < 1 W >~ 0w O O 4 N MO < 1 O ™~ W 6O O —+H N M < W
— 4 4 N N N NN N N NN NO O O OO OO o»Oo®OOS$*° oS
— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Page 5 of 10

Words strieken are deletions

words underlined are additions.

4

CODING




146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174

CODING: Words strieken are deletions;

Florida Senate - 2011 SB 564
34-00547-11 2011564
2 —Th St e 3ot = St £

402 2RO0E (2) () B o 402 212 (2 r o 402 217227 (B W f o £+
=Y I I\ 7 AT I [=J =AY R S WA T A 2 . = [=J =AY = S m Wy | L\ PR E N S ) T

at+r ] 3 ol A+ £ P LS CNE PVANE AN DA ~ B I INE 2N N N N T P
SO COUO T oI T O g IO N T 1T \_,J.I.L\_,J_\.j\_,J.J.L_, [ S - L_,\_,J_(_A.p_y L_,J_(_A._I_J.J._I_J.J.\.j A\ZA AW I Ear N )
rndar 1002 EQ r Ny ] 2005 a1 ah Atz coirra ] o e
| i W e [=J \YAv O L_ltJ_LLL L7 AN WITITCTITTCT VT A\ ANPL UL g Sare } LTI C T I .

(d) Each prekindergarten instructor employed by the private
prekindergarten provider must be of good moral character, must
be screened using the level 2 screening standards in s. 435.04
before employment and rescreened at least once every 5 years,
must be denied employment or terminated if required under s.
435.06,

because his or her educator certificate is suspended or revoked.

and must not be ineligible to teach in a public school

(e) A private prekindergarten provider may assign a
substitute instructor to temporarily replace a credentialed
instructor if the credentialed instructor assigned to a
prekindergarten class is absent, as long as the substitute
instructor is of good moral character and has been screened
before employment in accordance with level 2 background
screening requirements in chapter 435. The Agency for Workforce
Innovation shall adopt rules to implement this paragraph which
shall include required qualifications of substitute instructors
and the circumstances and time limits for which a private
prekindergarten provider may assign a substitute instructor.

(f) Each of the private prekindergarten provider’s

prekindergarten classes must be composed of at least 4 students
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each—reqguirement—of paragraph ). This paragraph does not

supersede any requirement imposed on a provider under ss.

402.301-402.319.

(9)
private prekindergarten provider must have a prekindergarten
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Before the beginning of the 2006-2007 school year, the
director who has a prekindergarten director credential that is
approved by the department as meeting or exceeding the minimum
1002.57.

child care facility director credential under s.

standards adopted under s. Successful completion of a
402.305(2) ()
before the establishment of the prekindergarten director

1002.57 or July 1, 2006,

credential under s. whichever occurs

later, satisfies the requirement for a prekindergarten director
credential under this paragraph.
(h)

the early learning coalition on forms prescribed by the Agency

The private prekindergarten provider must register with

for Workforce Innovation.
(1)

Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program in accordance with

The private prekindergarten provider must deliver the

this part.
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(a) Is a certified teacher; or
(b) Holds one of the educational credentials specified in

s. 1002.55(3) (o) 1l.4)ta)r et

As used in this subsection, the term “certified teacher” means a
teacher holding a valid Florida educator certificate under s.
1012.56 who has the qualifications required by the district
school board to instruct students in the summer prekindergarten
program. In selecting instructional staff for the summer
prekindergarten program, each school district shall give
priority to teachers who have experience or coursework in early
childhood education.
Subsections (4) of section 1002.63,

Section 3. and (7)

Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
1002.63 School-year prekindergarten program delivered by
public schools.—

(4) Each prekindergarten class in a public school

delivering the school-year prekindergarten program must meet the
1002.55(3) (c)

for prekindergarten

requirements in s.
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(7) Each prekindergarten class in a public school
delivering the school-year prekindergarten program must be

composed of at least 4 students but may not exceed 18 students.
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1002.55(3) (c) 2.

for prekindergarten instructors—must—have;—in
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Section 4. Subsection (5) of section 1007.23, Florida

Statutes, 1is amended to read:
1007.23

(5) The articulation agreement must guarantee the

Statewide articulation agreement.—

articulation of 9 credit hours toward a postsecondary degree in
early childhood education for programs approved by the State
Board of Education and the Board of Governors which:

(a) Award a child development associate credential issued
by the National Credentialing Program of the Council for
Professional Recognition or award a credential approved under s.
1002.55(3) (c)2.3+=b. or s. 402.305(3) (c)

the child development associate credential;

as being equivalent to
and

(b) Include training in emergent literacy which meets or
exceeds the minimum standards for training courses for
prekindergarten instructors of the Voluntary Prekindergarten
Education Program in s. 1002.59.
Section 1002.65,
This act shall take effect July 1,

Section 5. Florida Statutes, is repealed.

2011.

Section 6.
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