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Florida Senate - 2011 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SPB 7202

|MIRAIR 22o<

LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: WD
04/01/2011

The Committee on Budget (Wise and Gaetz) recommended the
following:

Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

Delete lines 3721 - 3867
and insert:

Section 43. Section 411.01, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

411.01 School readiness programs; early learning
coalitions.—

(1) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be cited as the “School
Readiness Act.”

(2) LEGISLATIVE INTENT.-—

(a) The Legislature recognizes that school readiness

programs increase children’s chances of achieving future

Page 1 of 35
3/29/2011 5:29:09 PM 576-03204-11




14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42

Florida Senate - 2011 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SPB 7202

|MIRAIR 22o<

educational success and becoming productive members of society.
It is the intent of the Legislature that the programs be
developmentally appropriate, research-based, involve the parent
as a child’s first teacher, serve as preventive measures for
children at risk of future school failure, enhance the
educational readiness of eligible children, and support family
education. Each school readiness program shall provide the

elements necessary to prepare at-risk children for school+

irneludinghealth sereening andreferral and an appropriate
edueatieonalprogram.

(b) It is the intent of the Legislature that school
readiness programs be operated on a full-day, year-round basis
to the maximum extent possible to enable parents to work and
become financially self-sufficient.

(c) It is the intent of the Legislature that school
readiness programs not exist as isolated programs, but build
upon existing services and work in cooperation with other
programs for young children, and that school readiness programs
be coordinated to achieve full effectiveness.

(d) It is the intent of the Legislature that the
administrative staff for school readiness programs be kept to
the minimum necessary to administer the duties of the Department
of Children and Family Services Agerey—for WeorkforeeInnovation

As. The department Agerey—For
WeorkforeeIrnovatieon shall adopt system support services at the

D i O S, I RS
C()._L_L_Y J.C().-Lll_l_ll\j A2 @ R mp 1

state level to build a comprehensive early learning system. The
department shall ensure the implementation and maintenance of

] 1o . 1ies hall imod i . .
direct enhancement services at the local level—as—approved—in
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Ianovatien, and ensure access to such services in all 67

counties.

(e) It is the intent of the Legislature that the school
readiness program coordinate and operate in conjunction with the
district school systems. However, it is also the intent of the
Legislature that the school readiness program not be construed
as part of the system of free public schools but rather as a
separate program for children under the age of kindergarten
eligibility, funded separately from the system of free public
schools, utilizing a mandatory sliding fee scale, and providing
an integrated and seamless system of school readiness services
for the state’s birth-to-kindergarten population.

(f) It is the intent of the Legislature that school
readiness services be an integrated and seamless program of
services with a developmentally appropriate education component
for the state’s eligible birth-to-kindergarten population
described in subsection (6) and not be construed as part of the
seamless K-20 education system.

(3) PARENTAL PARTICIPATION IN SCHOOL READINESS PROGRAMS.—
This section does not:

(a) Relieve parents and guardians of their own obligations
to prepare their children for school; or

(b) Create any obligation to provide publicly funded school
readiness programs or services beyond those authorized by the
Legislature.

(4) DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES AGENCY—FOR
WORKFORCE—INNOVATION . —

(a) The department Agerey—for WorkfereeInrnovatioen shall
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administer school readiness programs at the state level and

shall ensure coordination at the local level ecordinate—with +the

Tl T
LA.J__L_Y i @ N

fens 1n providing school readiness services
on a full-day, full-year, full-choice basis to the extent
possible in order to enable parents to work and be financially

self-sufficient.

b) The department Agenpey—for Workfeorce Innovatioen shall:
J Y

1. Coordinate the birth-to-kindergarten services for
children who are eligible under subsection (6) and the
programmatic, administrative, and fiscal standards under this
section for all public providers of school readiness programs.

2. Focus on improving the educational quality of all
program providers participating in publicly funded school
readiness programs.

(c) The Governor shall designate the Department of Children

and Family Services Agepey—for Werkforee Innoevatien as the lead

agency for administration of the federal Child Care and

Development Fund, 45 C.F.R. parts 98 and 99, and the agency
shall comply with the lead agency responsibilities under federal
law.

(d) The department Agereyv—for WorkfereeInneovatien shall:

1. Be responsible for the prudent use of all public and

private funds in accordance with all legal and contractual
requirements.

2. Provide final approval and every 2 years review the
implementation and delivery of direct services of early tearning
coatitieons—and school readiness programs by local level service

providers pians.
3. Establish a unified approach to the state’s efforts
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toward enhancement of school readiness. In support of this

effort, the department Ageney—for Workforee Innovatien shall

adopt specific system support services that address the state’s
K

)

school readiness programs. Apn—earlytearning—ecoaltition—shallt
+
|

B
ar

=
T

[0)]

[0)]
§ol

I__l

N
-

[OF

=
™

0]
p
()
.
q
q
|__|
N

A3

H
H

[OR
T

+aod KW
cCo—O

@D

o
=yl

|,__I
()

Iz
\4

[0)]
q
s

A\ =

Iareovatieons Specific system support services shall include, but
are not limited to:
a. Child care resource and referral services;
Warm-Line services;
Eligibility determinations;
Child performance standards;
Child screening and assessment;
Developmentally appropriate curricula;

Health and safety requirements;

o Q +Hh 0O QO Q O

Statewide data system requirements; and

i. Rating and improvement systems.

4. Safeguard the effective use of federal, state, local,
and private resources to achieve the highest possible level of
school readiness for the children in this state.

5. Adopt a rule establishing criteria for the expenditure
of funds designated for the purpose of funding activities to
improve the quality of child care within the state in accordance
with s. 658G of the federal Child Care and Development Block
Grant Act.
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6.7+ Coordinate In—eooperation with the Department of

Education and local level service providers eardty

(%%
He
d
@D

Yzl A
CEVvVIICES

D)

ISV

£ +1h D 1
T C = B e g

qar

maonit £+
T

"\1-|7Q‘V"\'7'|/'\(“<to
e Trc O (13 11 1 g e 4 [CATE S e 1) v ey w)

health and safety

epar
minimize duplicating interagency activities,
monitoring, and acquiring and composing data pertaining to child
care training and credentialing.

1.8+ Develop and adopt performance standards and outcome
measures for school readiness programs. The performance
standards must address the age-appropriate progress of children
in the development of school readiness skills. The performance
standards for children from birth to 5 years of age in school
readiness programs must be integrated with the performance
standards adopted by the Department of Education for children in
the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program under s.
1002.67.

8.9+ Adopt a standard contract that must be used by the

local level service providers eealitiens when contracting with

school readiness providers.

(e) The department Agerey—for WorkforeceTInrmovation may
120.536 (1) and 120.54 to administer the

adopt rules under ss.
provisions of law conferring duties upon the department agerey,

but not limited to,

including, rules governing the

administration of system support services of school readiness
the collection of data,

programs, the approval of local level

service providers,
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child performance

B

standards, child outcome measures, the issuance of waivers, and
the implementation of the state’s Child Care and Development
Fund Plan as approved by the federal Administration for Children

and Families.

(f) The department Agerey—for WerkfereceInnmoevatioen shall

have all powers necessary to administer this section, including,

but not limited to, the power to receive and accept grants,

loans, or advances of funds from any public or private agency

and to receive and accept from any source contributions of

money, property, labor, or any other thing of value, to be held,

used, and applied for purposes of this section.

the department Agerey—Ffor
Werkforee—Irrovatien may not impose requirements on a child care

(g) Except as provided by law,

or early childhood education provider that does not deliver
services under the school readiness programs or receive state or

federal funds under this section.

(h) The department Agerey—for WeorkfereceInmovation shall

which shall be

have a budget for school readiness programs,

financed through an annual appropriation made for purposes of

this section in the General Appropriations Act.

(1) The department Agenrey—for WorkfereeTInrmeovation shall

require that school readiness programs,

at a minimum, enhance
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the age-appropriate progress of each child in attaining the
performance standards adopted under subparagraph (d)7. +e38. and
in the development of the following school readiness skills:
Compliance with rules, limitations, and routines.
Ability to perform tasks.

Interactions with adults.

Interactions with peers.

Ability to cope with challenges.

Self-help skills.

Ability to express the child’s needs.

O J o o w NN

Verbal communication skills.

e

Problem-solving skills.

10. Following of verbal directions.

11. Demonstration of curiosity, persistence, and
exploratory behavior.

12. Interest in books and other printed materials.

13. Paying attention to stories.

14. Participation in art and music activities.

15. Ability to identify colors, geometric shapes, letters
of the alphabet, numbers, and spatial and temporal

relationships.

Within 30 days after enrollment in the school readiness program,

the—ecarly tearning—ecoalitionmust—ensure—that the program

provider shall obtain ebtains information regarding the child’s

immunizations, physical health, and special dietary needs
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examinatieons. For a program provider licensed by the department
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s. 402.305(9),

this requirement.

the provider’s compliance with
402.311,

The standard contract for school readiness

as verified pursuant to s. shall satisfy

services shall require a program that is not licensed by the

department to obtain information regarding a child’s

immunizations, physical health, and special dietary needs.
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e the performance of each local level service
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in administering the school

4

-

B

o

[OF
)

H-

faWal
jAwre e

D

readines root—re

ogram;,—imptementing—the—coglitie

[0)]
[0)]

T

1o A

n Yoy
N L TIUAT 1LY

wla _
tJJ_ull, aIT

u i

+taorn TA~ o 1
cCh—C o Ca Tt IOt

D
m

1
1

q

H

!:_I
H-@

ng and performance evaluations must

include, at a minimum, onsite monitoring of the eaeheeoalitien’s

finances, management, operations, and programs of each local

level service provider.

(k) 4m)r The department Agereyv—Ffor WorkfereeTInmeovatioen shall

submit an annual report of its activities conducted under this
section to the Governor, the President of the Senate, the

Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the minority

leaders of both houses of the Legislature. Fr—additien;—%the
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annual report must provide an analysis of school readiness
activities across the state, including the number of children

who were served in the programs.

(1) 4> The department Agerney—for Workforee Innovatien shall

work with the local level service providers earlty tearning
coatitiens to ensure availability of training and support for

parental involvement in children’s early education and to
provide family literacy activities and services.

(5) LOCAL LEVEL SERVICE PROVIDERS CEREATFON—-OFFEAREY
FEARNING COALTTIONS . —

(a) Eligible local level service providers FartyJtearaing
g Do Y &

coatitioens.—The Department of Children and Family Services shall

contract with appropriate local level service providers that

have the capacity to deliver school readiness services

including, but not limited to, determining child eligibility for

school readiness programs, disbursing school readiness funds,

providing training for parents as a child’s first teacher,

providing child care resource and referral services and Warm-

Line services, providing data as requested by the department,

using the department’s information system, tracking child’s

attendance, and assisting the department with child screenings

and assessments as well as implementation of a statewide quality

rating system.

1. Local level service providers shall be selected through

a request for proposal every 5 years and may consist of early

learning coalitions, children’s services councils, central

agencies, and any other local entities that demonstrate the

ability to provide local level services to their community,
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(b) Limitation.—Except as provided by law, the local level

AT
oPPOTT

service providers earlytearping—eeoaglritiens may not impose

requirements on a child care or early childhood education
provider that does not deliver services under the school
readiness programs or receive state, federal, required
maintenance of effort, or matching funds under this section.

(c) Program expectations.—

1. The school readiness program must meet the following
expectations:

a. The program must, at a minimum, enhance the age-
appropriate progress of each child in attaining the performance

standards and outcome measures adopted by the department Agerey

for TWanrlrf ITnnrnaoszat o n
T O WOkt ot CC——T1itoOvacOoTtr.

b. The program must provide extended-day and extended-year
services to the maximum extent possible without compromising the
quality of the program to meet the needs of parents who work.

c. The program must provide a coordinated professional
development system that supports the achievement and maintenance
of core competencies by school readiness instructors in helping
children attain the performance standards and outcome measures

adopted by the department Agerey—forWorkfeoreeInneovation.

d. There must be expanded access to community services and

resources for families to help achieve economic self-
sufficiency.

e. There must be a single point of entry and unified
waiting list. As used in this sub-subparagraph, the term “single
point of entry” means an integrated information system that

allows a parent to enroll his or her child in the school
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readiness program at various locations throughout a county, that
may allow a parent to enroll his or her child by telephone or

through an Internet website, and that uses a unified waiting
list to track eligible children waiting for enrollment in the

The department Agerney—forWorkforece
Fanrevatieon shall establish through technology a single statewide

school readiness program.

information system that each local level service provider

ecoatitiern must use for the purposes of managing the single point

of entry, tracking children’s progress, coordinating services

among stakeholders, determining eligibility, tracking child

attendance, and streamlining administrative processes for

Nna ey A~ 2
T g—COaoT=

providers and—eariy—tea

m

f. The department Agenrey—FforWorkferee

consider the access of eligible children to the school readiness

program, as demonstrated in part by waiting lists, before
approving a proposed increase in payment rates submitted by an
early learning coalition. In addition, early learning coalitions
shall use school readiness funds made available due to
enrollment shifts from school readiness programs to the
Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program for increasing the
number of children served in school readiness programs before
increasing payment rates.

g. The program must meet all state licensing guidelines,
where applicable.

h. The program must ensure that minimum standards for child

discipline practices are age-appropriate. Suveh standards—must

Arazrid ey SN s I VS 2 P N A s IS At 4o G AN
tJJ_\J [N SR W ) wy CTIITT T [ N S N U R S WS A o T LA QUJ\J_J\_/ (A AW § \awy |\ =y _LtJ_L_LJ.J.\_/ CIITT T = )

crev e aaad 14 o4 S - P, I R g At ot 4 G PN
[ \_/J_\_/, [N N WP I ) ) A A By & L,_I_J.J.v, A J_J__Lvllk,\_/l.l_l_l.lv A W B Erw ) _LtJ_L_LJ.J.\_/ CIITTCT Ju =y
P R S BT A, S = A oot I B IS o Connnled PN N
o o O LT T T W I CTT J—UUM, J_\_/QL., A C O 11T L._Lllv utJL/LJ.J.J _Ll.lv A L/LJ.J._Y L\ U i i o
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2. Each local level service provider earlyJtearning
eoagtitien must implement a comprehensive program of school

readiness services in accordance with the rules adopted by the
agency which enhance the cognitive, social, and physical
development of children to achieve the performance standards and
outcome measures. At a minimum, these programs must contain the
following system support service elements:

a. Developmentally appropriate curriculum designed to
enhance the age-appropriate progress of children in attaining
the performance standards adopted by the department Ageney—for
Workforee—Innovatieon under subparagraph (4) (d)7. 4H+H-S.

b. A character development program to develop basic values.

c. An age-appropriate screening of each child’s
development.

d. An age-appropriate assessment administered to children
when they enter a program and an age-appropriate assessment
administered to children when they leave the program.

e. An appropriate staff-to-children ratio, pursuant to s.
402.305(4) or s. 402.302(7) or (8), as applicable, and as

verified pursuant to s. 402.311, or pursuant to the standard

contract requirements for a program that is not licensed by the

department.

f. A healthy and safe environment pursuant to s.
401.305(5), (6), and (7), as applicable, and as verified
pursuant to s. 402.311.

g. A resource and referral network established under s.
411.0101 to assist parents in making an informed choice and a

regional Warm-Line under s. 411.01015.
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565 l.a+ Develop a community plan that addresses the needs of
566 all children ard—Ppreoviders—withinthe ecoalitieonls—ecountyor
567 motticeountyregien.
568 2.5+ Develop a sliding fee scale establishing a copayment

569| for parents based upon their ability to pay, which is the same
570 for all program providers and must be approved by the

571 department.

572 3.e+~ Provide a choice of settings and locations in

573 licensed, registered, religious-exempt, or school-based programs
574 to be provided to parents.

575 4.d+ Implement specific eligibility priorities for children
576| in accordance with subsection (6).

577 S5.e+ Implement performance standards and outcome measures
578 adopted by the agency.

579 6.%+ Develop payment rates adopted—by—the—earty Fearning
580| eealitiens—and approved by the department agemey. Payment rates

581| may not have the effect of limiting parental choice or creating
582 standards or levels of services that have not been expressly

583 established by the Legislature, unless the creation of such

584 standards or levels of service, which must be uniform throughout
585 the state, has been approved by the Federal Government and

586 result in the state being eligible to receive additional federal
587 funds available for early learning on a statewide basis.

588 7.+ Deliver direct enhancement services for families and
589 children. System support and direct enhancement services shall
590| be in addition to payments for the placement of children in

591 school readiness programs. Direct enhancement services for

592 families may include parent training and involvement activities

593 and strategies to meet the needs of unique populations and local
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(f) Evaluation and annual report.—Each local level service

care home.

provider eerlytearning—eeatitiern shall conduct an evaluation of

its implementation of the school readiness program, including
system support services, performance standards, and outcome

measures, and shall provide an annual report and fiscal

statement to the department Ageney—for Workforece Innovation.

This report must also include an evaluation of the effectiveness
of its direct enhancement services and conform to the content
and format specifications adopted by the department Ageney—for
Workforee—TInnovation. The department Agerey—for Weorkforee

Irareovatien must include an analysis of the local level service

providers’ earty—tearming—eoatitiens’ reports in the agency’s
annual report.

(6) PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY.—The school readiness program is
established for children from birth to the beginning of the
school year for which a child is eligible for admission to
kindergarten in a public school under s. 1003.21(1) (a)2. or who

are eligible for any federal subsidized child care program. Each

local level service provider eartyJtearnaingeoatritien shall give
4 g

priority for participation in the school readiness program as
follows:

(a) Priority shall be given first to a child from a family
in which there is an adult receiving temporary cash assistance
who is subject to federal work requirements.

(b) Priority shall be given next to a child who is eligible
for a school readiness program but who has not yet entered

school, who is served by the Family Safety Program Office of the
department ef-thildren—andFamily—Serviees or a community-based
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lead agency under chapter 39 or chapter 409, and for whom child
care 1is needed to minimize risk of further abuse, neglect, or
abandonment.

(c) Subsequent priority shall be given to a child who meets
one or more of the following criteria:

1. A child who is younger than the age of kindergarten
eligibility and:

a. Is at risk of welfare dependency, including an
economically disadvantaged child, a child of a participant in
the welfare transition program, a child of a migratory
agricultural worker, or a child of a teen parent.

b. Is a member of a working family that is economically
disadvantaged.

c. For whom financial assistance is provided through the
Relative Caregiver Program under s. 39.5085.

2. A 3-year-old child or 4-year-old child who may not be
economically disadvantaged but who has a disability; has been
served in a specific part-time exceptional education program or
a combination of part-time exceptional education programs with
required special services, aids, or equipment; and was
previously reported for funding part time under the Florida
Education Finance Program as an exceptional student.

3. An economically disadvantaged child, a child with a
disability, or a child at risk of future school failure, from
birth to 4 years of age, who is served at home through a home
visitor program and an intensive parent education program.

4. A child who meets federal and state eligibility
requirements for the migrant preschool program but who is not

economically disadvantaged.
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711| As used in this paragraph, the term “economically disadvantaged”

710

712| means having a family income that does not exceed 150 percent of
713| the federal poverty level. Notwithstanding any change in a

714 family’s economic status, but subject to additional family

715 contributions in accordance with the sliding fee scale, a child
716| who meets the eligibility requirements upon initial registration
717 for the program remains eligible until the beginning of the

718| school year for which the child is eligible for admission to

719| kindergarten in a public school under s. 1003.21(1) (a)2.

720 (7) PARENTAL CHOICE.—

721 (a) Parental choice of child care providers shall be

722 established, to the maximum extent practicable, in accordance
723| with 45 C.F.R. s. 98.30.

724 (b) As used in this subsection, the term “payment

725 certificate” means a child care certificate as defined in 45

726 C.F.R. s. 98.2.

727 (c) The school readiness program shall, in accordance with
728 45 C.F.R. s. 98.30, provide parental choice through a payment
729 certificate that ensures, to the maximum extent possible,

730 flexibility in the school readiness program and payment

731 arrangements. The payment certificate must bear the names of the
732| beneficiary and the program provider and, when redeemed, must
733| bear the signatures of both the beneficiary and an authorized
734 representative of the provider.

735 (d) If it is determined that a provider has given any cash
736| to the beneficiary in return for receiving a payment

737 certificate, the local level service provider eariytearning

738| eealritiern or its fiscal agent shall refer the matter to the
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Department of Financial Services pursuant to s. 414.411 for
investigation.

(e) The office of the Chief Financial Officer shall
establish an electronic transfer system for the disbursement of

funds 1n accordance with this subsection. Each local level

2
31t

coatitiern shall fully implement

m

-
A=y e

B

service provider earlty

s

=i
the electronic funds transfer system within 2 years—afte
K
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(8) STANDARDS; OUTCOME MEASURES.—A program provider
participating in the school readiness program must meet the

performance standards and outcome measures adopted by the

Ly

Department of Children and Family Services Ageney—for—WorkE
Inreovatien.

(9) FUNDING; SCHOOL READINESS PROGRAM.—

r o
- LT

<

(a) It is the intent of this section to establish an
integrated and quality seamless service delivery system for all
publicly funded early childhood education and child care

programs operating in this state.

(b) 3= The department Agenrey—for Workfeoree Innovatien shall

administer school readiness funds, plans, and policies and shall
prepare and submit a unified budget request for the school

readiness system in accordance with chapter 216.

2 1] T at Nt 2 AN STz 1 Nrmam ey AT S A £ A
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C U1 T

(c) The department Agenevy—for WorkfeoreeInnovation, subject

to legislative notice and review under s. 216.177, shall
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establish a formula for the allocation of all state and federal
school readiness funds provided for children participating in
the school readiness program, whether served by a public or
private provider, based upon equity for each county. The
allocation formula must be submitted to the Governor, the chair
of the Senate Ways and Means Committee or its successor, and the
chair of the House of Representatives Fiscal Council or its
successor no later than January 1 of each year. If the
Legislature specifies changes to the allocation formula, the
Agency for Workforce Innovation shall allocate funds as
specified in the General Appropriations Act.

(d) All state, federal, and required local maintenance-of-

effort or matching funds provided to a local level service

provider an—eartytearning—eceoatitieon for purposes of this
section shall be used for implementation of its approved school

readiness plan, including the hiring of staff to effectively

operate the provider’s eealitienls school readiness program. AS

port—of plonopproval and periodieplan—reviewsr The department
Ageney—forWerkforeceInnoevatien shall require that

administrative costs be kept to the minimum necessary for
efficient and effective administration of the school readiness
plan, but total administrative expenditures must not exceed 5
percent unless specifically waived by the department Agerey—for
Workforee—TInnovation. The department Ageney—for Workferee
Franeovatieon shall annually report to the Legislature any problems

relating to administrative costs.

(e) The department Agerney—for WorkfereeInrmovation shall

annually distribute, to a maximum extent practicable, all

eligible funds provided under this section as block grants to
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the local level service providers earty—tearnt
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accordance with the terms and conditions specified by the
department agerney.

(f) State funds appropriated for the school readiness
program may not be used for the construction of new facilities
or the purchase of buses.

(g) All cost savings and all revenues received through a

mandatory sliding fee scale shall be used to help fund each

local level service provider’s eartytearning—eoatitieon’s school

readiness program.

(10) CONFLICTING PROVISIONS.—If a conflict exists between
this section and federal requirements, the federal requirements
control.

(11) SUBSTITUTE INSTRUCTORS.—Each school district shall
make a list of all individuals currently eligible to act as a
substitute teacher within the county pursuant to the rules

adopted by the school district pursuant to s. 1012.35 available

£
L3

n
Tt

H-
H

to a local level service provider an—earty—tearn

ney A~ 2
HTo—COa=T=

serving students within the school district. Child care
facilities, as defined by s. 402.302, may employ individuals

listed as substitute instructors for the purpose of offering the

school readiness program—the—Voluntary Prekindergarten
EBdueatieon—Program;, and all other legally operating child care

programs.

Section 44. Section 411.0102, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

411.0102 Child Care Executive Partnership Act; findings and
intent; grant; limitation; rules.—

(1) This section may be cited as the “Child Care Executive
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(2) (a) The Legislature finds that when private employers

Partnership Act.”

provide onsite child care or provide other child care benefits,
they benefit by improved recruitment and higher retention rates
for employees, lower absenteeism, and improved employee morale.
The Legislature also finds that there are many ways in which
private employers can provide child care assistance to
employees: information and referral, vouchering, employer
contribution to child care programs, and onsite care. Private
employers can offer child care as part of a menu of employee
benefits. The Legislature recognizes that flexible compensation
programs providing a child care option are beneficial to the
private employer through increased productivity, to the private
employee in knowing that his or her children are being cared for
in a safe and nurturing environment, and to the state in more
dollars being available for purchasing power and investment.

(b) It is the intent of the Legislature to promote
public/private partnerships to ensure that the children of the
state be provided safe and enriching child care at any time, but
especially while parents work to remain self-sufficient. It is
the intent of the Legislature that private employers be
encouraged to participate in the future of this state by
providing employee child care benefits. Further, it is the
intent of the Legislature to encourage private employers to
explore innovative ways to assist employees to obtain quality
child care.

(c) The Legislature further recognizes that many parents
need assistance in paying the full costs of quality child care.

The public and private sectors, by working in partnership, can
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promote and improve access to quality child care and early
education for children of working families who need it.
Therefore, a more formal mechanism is necessary to stimulate the
establishment of public-private partnerships. It is the intent
of the Legislature to expand the availability of scholarship
options for working families by providing incentives for
employers to contribute to meeting the needs of their employees’
families through matching public dollars available for child
care.

(3) There is created a body politic and corporate known as
the Child Care Executive Partnership which shall establish and
govern the Child Care Executive Partnership Program. The purpose
of the Child Care Executive Partnership Program is to utilize
state and federal funds as incentives for matching local funds
derived from local governments, employers, charitable
foundations, and other sources so that Florida communities may
create local flexible partnerships with employers. The Child
Care Executive Partnership Program funds shall be used at the
discretion of local communities to meet the needs of working
parents. A child care purchasing pool shall be developed with
the state, federal, and local funds to provide subsidies to low-
income working parents whose family income does not exceed the
allowable income for any federally subsidized child care program
with a dollar-for-dollar match from employers, local government,
and other matching contributions. The funds used from the child
care purchasing pool must be used to supplement or extend the
use of existing public or private funds.

(4) The Child Care Executive Partnership, staffed by the
Department of Children and Family Services Ageney—forWeorkforee
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Fanevatieon, shall consist of a representative of the Executive
Office of the Governor and nine members of the corporate or
child care community, appointed by the Governor.

(a) Members shall serve for a period of 4 years, except
that the representative of the Executive Office of the Governor
shall serve at the pleasure of the Governor.

(b) The Child Care Executive Partnership shall be chaired
by a member chosen by a majority vote and shall meet at least
quarterly and at other times upon the call of the chair. The
Child Care Executive Partnership may use any method of
telecommunications to conduct meetings, including establishing a
quorum through telecommunications, only if the public is given
proper notice of a telecommunications meeting and reasonable
access to observe and, when appropriate, participate.

(c) Members shall serve without compensation, but may be
reimbursed for per diem and travel expenses in accordance with
s. 112.061.

(d) The Child Care Executive Partnership shall have all the
powers and authority, not explicitly prohibited by statute,
necessary to carry out and effectuate the purposes of this
section, as well as the functions, duties, and responsibilities
of the partnership, including, but not limited to, the
following:

1. Assisting in the formulation and coordination of the
state’s child care policy.

2. Adopting an official seal.

3. Soliciting, accepting, receiving, investing, and
expending funds from public or private sources.

4. Contracting with public or private entities as
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5. Approving an annual budget.

necessary.

6. Carrying forward any unexpended state appropriations
into succeeding fiscal years.

7. Providing a report to the Governor, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and the President of the Senate, on or
before December 1 of each year.

(5) (2) The Legislature shall annually determine the amount
of state or federal low-income child care moneys which shall be
used to create Child Care Executive Partnership Program child
care purchasing pools in counties chosen by the Child Care
Executive Partnership, provided that at least two of the
counties have populations of no more than 300,000. The
Legislature shall annually review the effectiveness of the child
care purchasing pool program and reevaluate the percentage of
additional state or federal funds, if any, which #hat can be
used for the program’s expansion.

(b) To ensure a seamless service delivery and ease of

access for families, an early learning coalition or the

Department of Children and Family Services Agenrey—forWorkforee

Irnevatien shall administer the child care purchasing pool
funds.

(c) The Department of Children and Family Services Agerey

foree—Innovation, in conjunction with the Child Care

£
i S

Executive Partnership, shall develop procedures for disbursement
of funds through the child care purchasing pools. In order to be
considered for funding, an early learning coalition or the

Department of Children and Family Services Ageney—forWerkforee
Irnevatien must commit to:
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1. Matching the state purchasing pool funds on a dollar-
for-dollar basis; and

2. Expending only those public funds that whieh are matched

by employers, local government, and other matching contributors
who contribute to the purchasing pool. Parents shall also pay a
fee, which may not be less than the amount identified in the
early learning coalition’s school readiness program sliding fee
scale.

(d) Each early learning coalition shall establish a
community child care task force for each child care purchasing
pool. The task force must be composed of employers, parents,
private child care providers, and one representative from the
local children’s services council, 1f one exists in the area of
the purchasing pool. The early learning coalition is expected to
recruit the task force members from existing child care
councils, commissions, or task forces already operating in the
area of a purchasing pool. A majority of the task force shall
consist of employers.

(e) Each participating early learning coalition board shall

develop a plan for the use of child care purchasing pool funds.

The plan must show how many children will be served by the

purchasing pool, how many will be new to receiving child care

services, and how the early learning coalition intends to

attract new employers and their employees to the program.

(6) The Department of Children and Family Services Ageney

implementation and administration of this section.
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And the title is amended as follows:
Delete line 285

and insert:
an electronic transfer benefit program; amending s.
411.01, F.S.; providing for the school readiness
programs to be administered by the Department of
Children and Family Services rather than by the Agency
for Workforce Innovation; revising legislative intent;
providing for the delivery of services through local
level service providers; replacing references to early
learning coalitions with local level service
providers; providing for criteria for local level

service providers; amending s.
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