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Florida Senate - 2011 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. SPB 7220
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: FAV
03/28/2011

The Committee on Rules Subcommittee on Ethics and Elections

(Diaz de la Portilla) recommended the following:
Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

After line 179
insert:

Section 1. Paragraph (d) is added to subsection (2) of
section 99.095, Florida Statutes, to read:

99.095 Petition process in lieu of a qualifying fee and
party assessment.—

(2)

(d) In a year of apportionment, any candidate for county or

district office seeking ballot position by the petition process

may obtain the required number of signatures from any registered
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voter in the respective county, regardless of district

boundaries. The candidate shall obtain at least the number of

signatures equal to 1 percent of the total number of registered

voters, as shown by a compilation by the department for the

immediately preceding general election, divided by the total

number of districts of the office involved.

Between lines 214 and 215

insert:

Section 3. Subsection (6) is added to section 101.591,
Florida Statutes, to read:

101.591 Voting system audit.—

(6) If a manual recount is undertaken pursuant to s.

102.166, the canvassing board is not required to perform the

audit provided for in this section.

Section 4. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) and paragraph
(b) of subsection (4) of section 101.62, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

101.62 Request for absentee ballots.—

(1) (a) The supervisor shall accept a request for an
absentee ballot from an elector in person or in writing. One
request shall be deemed sufficient to receive an absentee ballot

for all elections through the end of the calendar year of the

next regularly scheduled general election, unless the elector or
the elector’s designee indicates at the time the request is made
the elections for which the elector desires to receive an
absentee ballot. Such request may be considered canceled when
any first-class mail sent by the supervisor to the elector is

returned as undeliverable.

(4)
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(b) The supervisor shall provide an absentee ballot to each

elector by whom a request for that ballot has been made by one
of the following means:
1. By nonforwardable, return-if-undeliverable mail to the

elector’s current mailing address on file with the supervisor
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address the elector specifies in the request.

2. By forwardable mail, e-mail, or facsimile machine
transmission to absent uniformed services voters and overseas
voters. The absent uniformed services voter or overseas voter
may designate in the absentee ballot request the preferred
method of transmission. If the voter does not designate the
method of transmission, the absentee ballot shall be mailed.

3. By personal delivery before 7 p.m. on election day to
the elector, upon presentation of the identification required in
s. 101.043.

4. By delivery to a designee on election day or up to 5

days prior to the day of an election. Any elector may designate
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in writing a person to pick up the ballot for the elector;
however, the person designated may not pick up more than two
absentee ballots per election, other than the designee’s own
ballot, except that additional ballots may be picked up for
members of the designee’s immediate family. For purposes of this
section, “immediate family” means the designee’s spouse or the
parent, child, grandparent, or sibling of the designee or of the
designee’s spouse. The designee shall provide to the supervisor
the written authorization by the elector and a picture
identification of the designee and must complete an affidavit.
The designee shall state in the affidavit that the designee is
authorized by the elector to pick up that ballot and shall
indicate if the elector is a member of the designee’s immediate
family and, if so, the relationship. The department shall
prescribe the form of the affidavit. If the supervisor is
satisfied that the designee is authorized to pick up the ballot
and that the signature of the elector on the written
authorization matches the signature of the elector on file, the
supervisor shall give the ballot to that designee for delivery
to the elector.

Section 5. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
101.68, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

101.68 Canvassing of absentee ballot.—

(2) (a) The county canvassing board may begin the canvassing
of absentee ballots at 7 a.m. on the 15th sixth day before the
election, but not later than noon on the day following the
election. In addition, for any county using electronic
tabulating equipment, the processing of absentee ballots through

such tabulating equipment may begin at 7 a.m. on the 15th sixth
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day before the election. However, notwithstanding any such
authorization to begin canvassing or otherwise processing
absentee ballots early, no result shall be released until after
the closing of the polls in that county on election day. Any
supervisor of elections, deputy supervisor of elections,
canvassing board member, election board member, or election
employee who releases the results of a canvassing or processing
of absentee ballots prior to the closing of the polls in that
county on election day commits a felony of the third degree,

punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.

================= T ] TLE A MEDNDDMENT ================

And the title is amended as follows:
Delete line 2

and insert:
An act relating to elections; amending s. 99.095,
F.S.; allowing a candidate to obtain the required
number of signatures from any registered voter
regardless of district boundaries in a year of
apportionment; amending s. 101.161,
Between lines 15 and 16

insert:
amending s. 101.591, F.S.; removing the audit
requirement by the canvassing board if a manual
recount is undertaken; amending s. 101.62, F.S.;
extending the time for requesting an absentee ballot
to the end of the calendar year of the next regularly
scheduled general election; removing requirements that

an elector provide certain information when requesting
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an absentee ballot from the county supervisor of
elections; amending s. 101.68, F.S.; extending the
time for canvassing and processing absentee ballots to

15 days before the election;
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